Lecture on Narration and Description formats
-Explaining in terms of time and space
-both styles are rhetorical modes and each can be used as an end it itself
-Description: reconstructs for the reader how something or someone's appears
	-is organized in terms of space and may be objective or subjective
-Narration: related a sequence of events; it tells a story
	-most often organized in terms of time

Objective description: is purely factual; the writer's feelings do not enter into the written account (e.g. lab reports and business proposals) 
Subjective description: includes the writer's feelings and values to create an impression on the reader (e.g. human interest, biography, editorial, commercials, news)

Why? The purpose
Narration and description are most often used to help explain a subject or develop a topic.

Can be used two ways:
1) Employed with other rhetorical techniques in an article or report in support of an overall expository purpose
	-a descriptive paragraph or narrative segment may develop a point in a uniquely effective way
2) An entire essay may be developed 

How? The technique
To write an effective narrative, keep the following in mind:
1) Select appropriate details (what you leave out it as important as what you leave in ex, audience analysis)
	-remember, every story has a purpose; you are telling the story to illustrate that purpose
2) Arrange the events of the story in most effective time order
3) Usually, you should use a consistent point of view (or angle of narration or tense)
4) Use transitions to make you narrative coherent (avoid 'and then' recounting) 

4 kinds of audiences:
1) Lay audience (know nothing about the topic)
2) Technical audience 
3) Executives (don't know much about subject, but their decisions affect other people)
4) Experts 

Writing an effective description also involves adhering to organizational principles direct and shape your writing

1. Before you begin to write, decide on the purpose of your writing 
- is it your intention to create factual, objective picture for your reader?
-Or do you wish to create a dominant impression that reflects your values and feelings?

2. Keeping your purpose in mind, select the physical details and words that will most effectively convey the picture or impression you wish to create 

-good description evokes sensory impressions 

3. Once you have selected details you wish to include, you must then arrange them in the most appropriate order (for instance, in describing a person you could move from external features to internal character)

Finally, writing narration and/or description may seem easy, but requires careful planning and close attention to detail. 

Lecture of Definition
What? The definition:
Communication between the writer and the reader cannot take place unless there is a shared understanding of the meaning of the writer's words. Knowing when an how to define terms clearly is one of the most useful skills a writer can learn. Through definition, a writer creates meaning.

There are 2 basic ways to define terms: the short way and the long way.
The short way is sometimes called formal definition. The writer explains in one sentence a word may be unknown to the reader. 

You should include a definition whenever you introduce an unfamiliar word or concept, or whoever you assign a particular meaning to a general term in the thesis. 

Any term that requires a definition in the thesis should be defined in the first sentence of your second paragraph (i.e. first paragraph after your introduction). 

If you do not define ambiguous words or phrases, you leave the reader wondering which of several possible meanings you intended. 

The second way to define a term is through extended definition, a form of expository writing in which the word, idea, thing or phenomenon defined is the subject of the entire essay or paper. (ex. democracy or religion)

Extended definition is required when the nature of the thing to be defined is complex, and explaining  what it is in detail is the writer's goal.

Why? The purpose
Definition answers the question "what does S mean?" For example, think of the word "metaphysics". Entire books have been written to define what metaphysics is and how it works in any culture. Obviously, metaphysics is a word that lends itself to extended definition. 

Extended definition is useful for three purposes:
Explaining the abstract, the technical, or the changes meanings of a word or concept. 

If you were asked in a history class, for example, to define an abstract idea such as 'freedom' or  'globalization' or 'justice', an extended definition would enable you to establish the meaning of the concept. 

Extended definition can also be used to clarify the way in which a particular term has changes in meaning over the years. 

Definition is not restricted to its expository function. Defining something in a particular way sometimes involves persuading other people to accept and act on the definition. 

How? The method:
Constructing a formal definition is a logical way to begin any task of definition. It prevents vague formulations as 'a turtle lives in water' (so does a tuna). 

Do not begin a word for word definition copied straight out of the dictionary, even though you may not be tempted to do so. 

As an introductory strategy, a dictionary definition is both boring and irrelevant.

It is your meaning the reader needs to understand, not all the potential meanings of the word given in the dictionary. 

Secondly, avoid using the definition a form of the word you are defining. 

A definition such as: "adolescence is the state of being an adolescent" not only fails to clarify the meaning for your readers, it also wastes their time. (It is also known as a circular definition).

A good definition established clearly, logically and precisely the boundaries of meaning. It communicates the meaning is an organizational pattern appropriate to the term and the reader. 

A few hints: Never put a key word in italics or quotation marks.
-you probably already know that the term is important, but you have not gone to the trouble of defining it correctly.



