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Aboriginal People in Canada
· Stats Canada (2008): 1, 172, 790; 4% of the population
· Younger: 48% vs. 31% of non- aboriginal
· Live with lone parent: 45% vs. 17%
· Not completing high school: 48%
· University degree: 7% vs. 21% 
· Employment: 60% vs. 81%
· Income: half make $14, 500 vs. $25, 955 
· Substandard living conditions- on reserves they have to walk countless km to get water- they barley have access to clean water 
· Poor living conditions, alcohol and drug dependency- live in very run down apartments 
· Aboriginals are marginalized
· Vulnerable population that is easily targeted to crime 
· Stats tell us all the risk factors of victimization
Victimization Trends
· Measuring Aboriginal Victimization
· Lack of data
· Since 1988 UCR incorporated ‘Aboriginal Indicator’
· Collection of info on race and ethnicity not done
· Officers identify by visual assessment
· To collect or not? Should we ask for ethnic backgrounds in Canada? In certain places and situations they should ask but it also might lead to bias feelings towards people. 
Argument about collection of Race-based Stats
· Julian Roberts (1994):
· Dangerous to collect such info
· Not needed for crime policy
· Could lead to racial discrimination, cultural stereotyping
· Thomas Gabor (1994):
· Benefit of data collection outweighed the costs
· Collection help Aboriginal communities to define crime
· Help exploring the social roots of crime
· Crime is a system of some needs, and a lack of something- therefore we will be able to craft certain policies that will fit the needs of specific communities
Victimization Trends
· 2/5 reported victimization vs. 28% of non-Aboriginals
· 32% reported violent victimization vs. 10% 
· For women: 34% vs. 10%
· For men: 29% vs. 11% 
· At home victimization: 34% vs. 17% 
· VIP: 21% vs. 6%
· Homicide: 8.8% vs. 1.3% 
· Suicide: in the North: 6-11, 1/3 of death among Aboriginal youth 
· Violent victimization use a weapon 
· Highest number of youth that commit suicides
The Role of Risk Factors 
· The high rate of victimization: prevalence of risk factors
· The experiences of residential schools
· Aboriginal women are very reluctant to go to police
· Devise a program for the victims of aboriginal communities- risk factors – FINAL EXAM QUESTION- tax rebates, scholarship programs/spots to encourage education, healing processes using traditional Aboriginal practices, monetary rewards by the Harper government (3 different programs they could apply) and habitat for humanities can build them stable homes, and there’s a national aboriginal day
· Most placements in jobs have an Aboriginal component 
· Aboriginal people could not vote until the 1960’s
· We see a lot of systemic behaviors 
· Conditional sentencing: any person from aboriginal background can use the defense of conditional sentencing. First case: women who killed her abusive husband 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Judge will take into consideration if you have children; have a job and your background information- how come women who killed your abusive partner get slapped on her wrist and back into the community? Despite the outcry for the public, the conditional sentencing works for aboriginal women. They can serve it in the community- this is a step from the government of Canada 
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