Criminology – Week 2 September 13, 2013

Understanding Crime and Criminology

Crime as an Object of Study
Def: An Interdisciplinary subject with origins in:

· Applied medico-legal science 
· Psychiatry 
· Scientifically orientated psychology
· 19th century social reform movements

Cesare Lombrosso – Italian Criminologist

· Asked questions such as in being a criminal is biological? 
- Looks at genetic make up
· Tries to find this info to change the system to catch a criminal 

Origins 

· 1879 Paul Topinard
· 1885 Raffael (French Anthropologist)

Criminology – Study of Crime

· Study of the criminal justice penal system 
· More theoretically informed
· Focused on meaning and understanding crime

Criminal Justice

· More focused on the study of the administrative responses to the study of crime

What is Crime?

· The meaning is not given or inherent but achieved 
· Acts are not intrinsically criminal, they understand as criminal when apply term “crime”

Legal Formalism

· Crime is an infraction of the criminal law
· A crime is a conduct, when it results in certain consequences may lead to prosecution and punishment in a criminal court – referred to as LF
Canadian Criminal Law

· Crime is understood as more serious vs less serious 
· Minor offences or summary offences
· Major offences or Indictable offences 
· Hybrid offences – can be treated by either both depending on the crime 

Social Construction

· “Crime” is a labeled applied under particular circumstances, crime is a product of culturally bounded social interaction
· Crime is the outcome or product of interaction and negation between people living in complex social groups

Deviance

· Deviant behavior is that which differs from the normal but not classified as a criminal
· Not all deviant acts are criminals
· Not all criminal acts are deviant 
· Crime depends on political process that permits police 

Role of Norms

· All society’s develop a social normative systems
· Prescriptions: Formal rules laid down by society 
· Expectations: What we anticipate 
· Norms include both formal and informal rules/expectations 

Rules of Setting or Context

· Where acts take place will also shape whether or not its understood as criminally or merely deviant 

Sanctions

· When norms are violated we sanction or punish
· Sanctions are not always legal in nature
· Not applied every time a rule is broken 
· Some who clearly violate prescription are not sanctioned 
· Sanction vary intensity depending on defender 



Heterogeneity of Crime

· Such as wide variety of behaviors are criminalized that it is impossible to find intrinsic and shared characteristics 

Theories Of Crime

· 1) Essentialism – belief all crimes must share certain common characteristics
· 2) Casuistry – A case-by-case approach that suggest no two cases can be viewed as one

Criminalization as a process

· The exercise of power that often drives or labeling acts and people as a criminal
· Often reflects powered differentials, between the rich and power or interest like corporations

Crime as Culture 

· Laws Change over time and very geographically 
· Crime and the study of crime always occurs within a particular historical, cultural, political and economic context

Crime and Politics 

· Crime and the study of crime occurs within a social, cultural, economic and political context

Punishment and Criminalization

· Cant define crime by the punishment given
· Punish varies because is socially constructed, based on nature
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Varies by the victims, officers of law and offenders
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