Week 4: Counting Crime and Statistical Government 

· Statistics – Form of knowledge and power; technique a government 
· Managerilism: managing performance; we try to manage one another and crime

Measuring Crime – Two Key Methods

1) Unified Crime Reports (UCR) 
· Data collected by law enforcement agencies; and public reports
 
- Since 1962 Police report crime data annually through UCR
- Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (CCJS)
- Measure the rate of crime expressed as rate per 100,000 population
- General report; sums up all offences except traffic and drug offences; no victims names etc.
- Volume of crime in society is impacted by high volume less serious offences; lots of property theft, mischief etc; but given same rank as serious assaults such as rape and murder

· Crime Severity Index was added to deal with the seriousness of the Crime (not associated with UCR)
- New tool for measuring police-reported crime in Canada introduced by Canadian Gov.2009
- Tracks changes in severity of crime, not just volume
- Designed to measure change in overall seriousness of crime from one year to the next, as well as relative differences in the seriousness of crime across the country
· Is the Crime coming to the police less or more serious than before?
· Is police reported crime in a given city or province more or less serious in Canada overall?
· In CSI; crime with higher severity has more weight 

2) General Social Survey (GSS) on Victimization 

· Main objective to collect data on experience of Canadians with criminal victimization 
· Conducted every 5 years
· Collects info on 8 crimes types over 12 months
- Sexual Assault
- Robbery
- Physical assault
- Break and Enter
- Motor vehicle/parts theft
- Theft of household property
- Vandalism 
- Theft of personal Property 
· 3 Main categories
- Violent Victimization; Sexual and physical assault
- Theft of Personal Property 
- Household Victimization; break and enter, motor or household theft

Construction of Official Statistics 

· Dark Figure Crime; unreported and unknown 
· Attrition process: Acts that could be counted as crime statistic, they are gradually weeded out through criminal justice system
 (or “crime funnel”)
· Crime Funnel: Certain acts get weeded out and never become official crime statistics 
· Not all activity that’s criminal gets reported to a police 
· “Man Rape” – Dave Chapelle 

Reasons for Non or Under Reporting 

· Victim considers it too rival
· Victim feels police cant help
· Victim feels police will not be willing to do anything; wont be interested or believe them/ too busy
· Too embarrassed 
· Victim too scared
· Victim would rather deal with it another way

Reporting Rates

· Low – Zero: sexual assault, consensual infractions
· Low – Medium: assaults with minor or no injury, thefts
· Higher: Break-ins, theft motor vehicle, assault in injury 

Legislative Changes

· New legislation creates ne offences (crimes that previously did not exist)
· Legislation may also be replaced and therefore matters that once would have been seen as crimes will no longer be considered criminal
· Both with affect crime statistics 





Self -Report Studies 

· Ask individual about their personal experience with committing crimes over the past 12 months 
· Like victim surveys they address a gap left by official statistics
· No official state sponsored studies 

Politics and Statistics

· Include broader series of processing questions about what should be studied
· How to measure phenomena; how concepts are defined and when findings should be released 

Operation Definition

· Classification of operational definition
· Deciding what should and shouldn’t be included in definitions central to survey
- Homelessness, drugs

Statically Governance 

· When a particular statically indicator is used as evidence of institutional success 
· Ex: police success judged on the basis of their ability to reduce crime rate
· May result in manipulation 

Statistics and Identity 

· Statistics objectify people (turn into numbers)
· Statistics create official identity categories
· Race us aksi bit an essential category or biological given bur rather a social contract 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Race is constructed in certain ways through power relations and law and statistics have played a major role in process
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