Week 7 – Poly Sci – Foreign Policy 

Def: “generally framed in terms of the strategies that those in control of a state adopt in their dealings with other actors in the international system or with respect to relevant issues, such as the environment, aid to developing countries, trade regimes, and so on.”

Diplomacy: is the doing of foreign policy, and relates to “virtually all aspects of a state’s external or foreign relations” with a wide range of actors in a wide range of areas

· Enduring importance of diplomacy
- From Ancient China to the Cold War
· Types of Diplomacy – Summit and Public Diplomacy
· Foreign Policy – Ex: US, UK and EU

Behavior of States 

· Importance of a blend of domestic and international politics to explain international behavior and policy choices

Two Level Games – National and International Level 

· National: domestic groups pursue their interests by pressuring the government to adopt favorable policies and politicians seek power by constructing coalitions among groups
· International: National governments seek to maximize their own ability to satisfy domestic pressures, while minimizing the adverse consequences of foreign development 

Canadian International Policy 

· International Setting
- Location (US)
- Economic structure and priorities
- Group membership (alliances)
- Capabilities (material, political and symbolic)
- Power
· Domestic politics
- Common interests and priorities 
· Government politics
- Priorities of the government of the day



Creation of Canadian Policy

· Prime Minister – Trudeau to Harper
· Other Ministries
- RCMP, Treasury Board etc.
· Parliaments and Cabinet
· Provinces
· Other Lobby and Interests Groups
· Importance of dynamics within the state to explain relations between state s

Canada’s IPS

· Defining the problem:
- New clusters of threats
- Global institutions under strain
- A new global distribution of power
- A global marketplace
· Canada’s approach
- Link between values and interests
- “Canada is a vibrant liberal democracy, with both regional and global responsibilities, whose success is intimately tied to a stable international order.” (p. 5)
· Range of interests contributing to the IPS

Key Policies 

· Canada in North America
· Defence and International Security
- Terrorism, fragile states and proliferation
· Prosperity through trade and Commerce
- Canada’s global competitiveness, trade and investment, sustainable development
· International Assistance
- Promoting human rights and development
· New Multilateralism
· New Diplomacy

Conclusion 

· Foreign policy is an expression of what a state wants to do in the world; diplomacy is the means by which it seeks to accomplish these goals
· Both are older than the state system, but with enduring significance
· To understand a state’s foreign policy, need to understand domestic and international factors that influence its interests
· Canada as a case study of how these interests can change for largely domestic reasons
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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