Week 4 September 23rd 2013– Democracy in Theory and Practice 

Adam Smith (1723 – 1790) – Invisible Hand

· Wrote Wealth of Nations; outlined economic theory of history built on two complementary tendencies in human nature; 1) individual desires for betterment and acquisitiveness; 2) capacity for co-operation in social groups
· Social and economic progress and social harmony- cooperation emerge when individuals are free to pursue their own economic interests 
· Promoting their own economic gain, individuals are “led by the invisible hand” to promote an end which was no part of his intention… by pursuing his own interest frequently promotes that of the society more effectually than we really intend to promote 
· Against Feudalism and promoted capitalism; feudalism was destroyed by the feudal lords, they were only trying to serve their own interest
· Minimal state: government intervention in the market; no matter how well intentioned, most often served in the end to distort the social benefits which would flow from the free atomistic competition of industry 
· Minimal state creates a small market for competition for businesses 

Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) Rejects Natural Rights; Focuses on Positive Law

· Government and Law must need a purpose; to serve the well fair of society as a whole
· Rejected natural law, natural rights, social contract as a foundation for liberal democratic politics 
· Instead positive law meant that the government should take positive steps to promote welfare of society 
· State has to find a way in parliament to find the greatness happiness of the greatest number
· Invisible hand can not operate under ideas of Bentham
· Law should be based on establishing a political market which fairly determined the self-interest preferences of individual citizen 
· Principle of Utility: “It is the greatest happiness of the greatest number that is the measure of right and wrong”
· Law makers to preform calculation of the balance of pleasure and pain caused by a law: hedonistic calculus 








James Mill (1773-1836)

· Worked to promote Bentham’s utilitarian principles and apply them to design of British government institution
· Members of parliament should represent the views of the people 
· Proposed measures for ensuring that the legislature accurately mirrored the balance of competing interest in the country so that laws could best echo utility principle delegate rather than trustee representation
· Proposed institutional reforms included over 40 manhood suffrage- annual elections – freedom of speech and of the press 
· Middle class/ the educated were the main focus and basis for society 

John Stuart Mill (1806-1873) – “Some kinds of Pleasure are more valuable than others”

· Disagreed with Invisible Hand; education was the portal to receive higher pleasure 
· “…Better to be Socrates dissatisfied than a fool satisfied”
· Dilemma of democracy is to organize its institution to provide for political guidance by society’s educated minority
· Higher social pleasures based in reflective mind and ethics and were accessible through education
· Vigorous defense of freedom of thought and expression; suppression of minority opinion is dangerous for society 
· Favored “trustee” rather than “delegate” representation combined with weight voting; majority held by the laboring classes  
· Educated woman could vote and were more influential in society then the pigs 
· Female Enfranchisement: females shows the same interest with there husband and fathers
· JS Mill argued that woman had their own separate political interest that required expression in their own votes

Thomas Green (1836-1882)

· Everyone benefits from capitalism in the long run; private property and wealth were justified; unregulated industrial capitalism could reduce freedom in society through impoverishing the working class and, thereby making it impossible for the poor to live a “free moral life”
· Rights are socially constructed and we assign rights and it is in the best intention for the community 
· Social or Welfare liberalism – governments should promote equality of opportunity among individuals and classes through developing education, jobs, wages, and housing for the benefit of the les privileged 

19th Century Liberalisms and National Self-Determination 

· Liberalism grew out of the belief that state power was legitimately rooted in popular sovereignty rather than in the dynastic claims of aristocratic families
· French revolution promoted revolutionary ideas of liberty
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