COMM 2101- February 3rd, 2011: Race
· Old technology finds role in Egyptian protests 
· The internet allows us to communicate but also allows for tracking, monitoring and surveillance 
· Last week: what does it mean to be a person? (identity) 
· Who decides who we are and who we’re going to be?
· What makes us different from others? How do we know we’re different from others?
· What makes someone a female may be a matter of biology but what makes a woman “feminine” is culturally and socially constructed by us
· Race remains a vital part of our lives and the way we organize ourselves although some may argue we are in a “post-race” society 
· Racial profiling: determines whether or not you get on an airplane or get a job 
· Race may be the ultimate communicative concept even if it doesn’t involve speaking 
· One’s skin colour is used to determine how clean you are, how smart you are, whether you have criminal tendencies, etc. 
· Power of language—the ways in which talking about someone or characterizing someone in a particular way has a great effect on the ways in which we know them 
· Race is another example of what happens when someone is categorized in a particular way (as well as gender)
· Race is a system of categorization that classifies populations by reference to physical attributes such as skin cololur and other perceived bodily distinctions. And implication of such a system is that different races inherit common behavioural and emotional traits 
· One’s blood determines who one is 
· Racial profiling—when we say the police is more likely to pull over a black man than a white man, we assume that black men are more likely to engage in criminal activities 
· Racial categorization: form of biological determinism (fiction) artificial use of biology
· However, this is a case of biological fiction
· There is no biological or genetic foundations for grouping people according to race
· Genetic variation within populations is varied and complex 
· How has race come to be a meaningful concept? And what are the consequences for grouping people into the categories that we have
· Although it is a construction, it is one that has real world consequences
· Race has a history: categorizing people according to race is a relatively recent concept 
· Race is a product of contact: explorers discovered other types of people with different ways of living, different skin colour, etc. and so they had to identify them in some way 
· Race is a product of science: people tried to find scientific ways to distinguish races and used evolution to explain the differences between people 
· Race provides explanation 
· Provided justification for:
1. Slavery
2. Land appropriation
3. Internment
4. Segregation
5. Eugenics
6. Apartheid
7. Holocaust
8. Colonialism
9. Substandard qualities of schooling, employment, housing, medical and social services 
· 2 theories: Representational theories and discursive theories
· “The media are not only a powerful source of ideas about race. They are a place where these ideas are articulated, worked on, transformed and elaborated” – Stuart Hall, “The Whites of Their Eyes” (1990) 
· Modes of representation:
· 1. Minorities as invisible
· Minorities as stereotypes
· Minorities as “problem” (villains in movies, high school drop outs, sexual deviants, etc.) 
· Minorities as “whitewashed” (assimilating within the dominant culture) 
· Minorities as “adornments” (things which are exotic) 
· By having characters playing marginal or exotic roles, it keeps them in their place 
· Discursive theories: discourse refers to a group of statements about a given topic that, taken together, plays a role in making sense of how we understand that topic
· Those statements and ideas are then “taken up” by other individuals, institutions, lawmakers, politicians, police and other authorities and then are circulated around to the wider public at large
· Those statements and the individuals and institutions that make them and circulate them are considered a discursive formation 
· Reductions: to economic means
· Discourse about race isn’t about how we talk about race, it’s the ways in which we represent race 
· Orientalism: part of the ways in which the West has constructed itself, is through the construction of Orientals
· Thinking about race discursively brings up the concept of the metaphors that we use to describe ourselves and others
· Some argue that the issue is not to have “better representations” since more “positive” representations still keep race as the primary means of definition and, by extension, reinforce the superiority of whiteness 
· Are we “post-racial”? 
· To say that we are post-racial is to deny the importance of race in society 
COMM 2101 Tutorial 
Floating signifier: a signifier that absorbs rather than emits meaning
· Suggesting that the signifier does not have a specific meaning itself, but functions primarily as a vehicle for absorbing meaning that viewers want to impose upon it.  
· Skin colour is a floating signifier 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Race is a “discursive construct” (defined and created through language and culture) and, because its meaning is never fixed, can be described as a “floating signifier”.
