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STE COMTE (1798-1857)
Three stages of society’s evolution:
Theological: good and bad are etributed in the devine. Heavy emphasize of religion.
Metaphysical: Discourse of ideas replaces all ..(ex: classical criminlo)
Posisitive: Not how anymore but how.. And the most important theory, more than supernatural. 

WHAT IS POSITIVE CRIMINOLOGY??
METHOD: applying to scientific method. Deductive framework 
Systematic observation 
Accumulation of observable evidence 
Objective 
PARADIGM
Framework that shares set of assumptions 
Within paradigm have different theories 
3 trains: 
Biological Feminism: Genes, body shade, degeneral..
Psychological Feminism:  super ego, mental problem.
Sociological Feminism: 

WHAT ARE THE BASIC CHARACTERISTICS OF POSITIVISM??
Reliance on the scientific method: demand for facts and proof. 
Focus on actors: moves away from act.
Determinism: Factors internal or external pre-dispose them to commit crime. No longer operating on free will. 2 types: hard determinism, soft deter (confronted with decision, free will,) 
Differentiation: something different about the criminal. Bio, pshyco…they are different between the good guy and bad guy
Punishment should fit the individual: 
Offenders can be ‘cured: understand why they did it. 
Reliance on experts 

What was the social context at this time?
Urbanization, high population, so no employment. 

WHY DID POSITIVISM COME TO DOMINATE?
Rejection of Classical philosophies 
Classical project not working 
Promise of a solution 
Did not challenge status quo
Could utilize existing institutions 
Kept with interests of growing professional class.

POSITIVISM
Does positive theory influence how we view crime and criminal justice in Canada?
Not just the act, focus on the whole, NCR, Parole,
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Criminal Is biological different 
Can be measured by using scientific methods
In the past, if you have a physical abnormality, you were consider a criminal

WHAT IS PHRENOLOGY?
Gall, belief that specific areas of the brain control the behaviour. 
Science was known as reading bumps: sign that you used that side more.

Identified 26-35 special faculties of the brain:
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3 REGIONS OF THE BRAIN
Intellectual faculties
Moral sentiments 
Lower function: associated with criminal behaviour. 

CESARE LOMBROSO 
(1835-1909) Positive thought
Provided medical services in army and prison
Compared physical characteristics of individuals
Heavily influenced by Darwin’s theory of evolution

IN THE WORDS OF LOMBROSO . . .
“At the sight of that skull, I seemed to see all at once, standing out clearly illuminated as in a vast plain under a flaming sky, the problem of the nature of the criminal.”

THE BORN CRIMINAL
· Shares characteristics with “inferior races”, the insane and MOST importantly with prehistoric man
· Atavist live by instincts
· Atavism manifest itself in certain physical characteristics 
· 5 more stigmata = born criminal 
· Lack of more sense 
· Insensitive to pain, tattoos and special argot. 
Atavist: born criminal are closer to animals than humans. Biological degenderize, looks like ape. 
Criminals are born and not made.

ATAVISM AND CRIME
1) Atavism………
1) Defective Genes…2) Mental and Physical Inferiority… 3) inability to learn and follow legal rules…. 4) Criminal behavior 

“THE FEMALE OFFENDER” (1895)
· Women are biological throwbacks 
· Criminal women possess an excess of masculine traits and preoccupation with sexuality
· Showed little stigmata.  Why? Due to youthfulness and evolved. 
· Female criminality was rare
· What is the missing category of crime that would account for more female criminality? Prostitution 

EXPANDED CRIMINAL TYPOLOGY
· Born criminal: individual defined by stigmata 
· Criminal by passion: triggered, criminal by passion
· Insane criminal: alcoholic, no control,
· Occasional criminal: 
· Pseudo criminal: commits offence but should not be seen as a criminal
· Criminaloids: can be good or bad. Ex: banker dealing with a lot of money.
· Habitual: someone’s environment has an upbringing.

CRITIQUE OF LOMBROSO
Is there a clear control group? 
· Correlation seen as causal 
· Subjective measuring 
· Racist 
· Sexist 

“BORN BAD”

1. What are the biological causes of crime and/or deviance explored in the video? Brain structure, genetics, hormones, thrill seeking chromosome 11, poor language skill, deathless,  
2. What are the dangers/limits of employing biological explanations to explain crime and/or deviance? Stigmatizing, biological defect so no friends, teachers treat you different. 
3.  What are some criticisms of Positivism as a paradigm? 

Marx Perspective
· Level of analysis= Macro 
· View of soc/ social order: conflicts
· Individual behaviour results: false consciousness. Other. Class consciousness
· Root of crime: class and inequality
· Rights: 
· Role of Judges
· Solution: revolution, human or worker rights 
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