SOCIAL SCIENCE EXAM 

LECTURE SLIDES 

Political Culture

· Culture is a collective phenomenon examining groups, not an individual
· It affects how we understand the world and how we interact with it. 
· Provides a set of lenses through which people view the world
· Beliefs about the world AND individually held values shape both attitudes and actions 
· Culture also provides a way of doing things, a common stock of knowledge about appropriate and inappropriate behaviour in different social settings
· As we are socialized into a culture, we learn to behave in ways that others in the same culture will find acceptable and comfortable 
· Ex: what to wear, what to say, how to conversation, etc. 
· Political Culture serves as a filter or lens through which political actors view the world: it influences how they see the role of the state, and what importance they assign to politics and government 
· The study of political culture can be:
· General and Abstract – broadly stated political values at their highest level or
· More Specific and Focused on beliefs and values related to particular issues or policies 
· Ideologies are clusters of attitudes, beliefs and clues that tend to be held by people whose political involvement is unusually high. 
· Ideologies amount to a way of viewing the world 
· Some speak from a class perspective – working class, ruling class, etc. 
· Ideologies have a programmatic aspect insofar as they provide a diagnosis of the problems facing society and a prescription of solutions for these problems 
· New issues, ideas and political forces are transforming these classical ideologies.  The contours of these newly emerging ideologies are difficult to discern. Concerns about identity (including ethnicity and gender), participation, and quality of life are emerging alongside disenchantment with existing political institutions and leaders.
· Where are we now? At the close of the 20th century, the picture of political ideologies in Canada featured a fragmented right, a disoriented left, and a solid center party… such ideological flux reflected important changes in Canada’s political culture.
· What is the situation now?
· Was this shake up just the culture in flux and now we are settled down?




Political Culture 2 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]WHAT UNITES CANADIANS? 
· United by common land mass/history/institutions
· Political Culture
· Perceptions and expectations about the political system
· ‘Broad patterns of values, beliefs and attitudes toward political objects’
· Difficult to measure
· Political Values 
· ‘about what is right, important, desirable in society’
· Many values shared by all: traditions of personal freedom and civil liberties, respect for the law, coexistence of heterogeneous communities
· Values proclaimed by the Charter of Rights and Freedoms
· Four fundamental values of representative democracy:
· Freedom of conscience and religion
· Freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression (includes freedom of the ‘press’ media) 
· Freedom of peaceful assembly
· Freedom of association
· Charter of Rights and Freedoms also based on 
· Rule of law/civil rights for all citizens
· Equality under and before the law/no discrimination
· Other important principles in the Charter:
· Acceptance of ‘majority rule’ principle is implied
· Collective rights for minority groups
· French and English language rights
· Language rights in Parliament and its institutions 
· Canadians exhibit ethnic tolerance
· Desire for economic well-being, universal health care, and other social programs 
· Political Attitudes 
· Changes according to the state of the times
· Affects Public opinion 
· Political Institutions:
· Lack of faith in politicians
· Skepticism that the political system is responsive
· Yet also widespread support for governments
· Sign of trouble: declining rates of voter participation 
· Political Ideas, Customs, Traditions, and Symbols
· Political customs: conventional and accepted practices
· Political values symbolized by flags, anthems, leaders, national holidays, historic leaders
· The 1982 Constitution is an important symbol
· The Monarchy
· WHAT DIVIDES CANADIANS?
· Canadians share many political ideas and values yet:
· Differing ideologies provide fundamentally different ways of understanding politics 
· Cleavages cut across Canadian Society 
· Age, economic class, gender
· Ethnicity, language and region
· Cleavages create separate groups within the state
· Some groups overlap, some do not
· Gender, education, socio-economic class influence political ideas
· Ideology in Action
· How significant is ideology in Canadian Politics?
· Little real difference between the major parties?
· As brokerage parties all parties put votes ahead of ideas
· Yet one can identify patterns over times:
· Liberals and Conservatives seek the central ground
· Age Stratification
· Age groups have different interests, goals, political influence 
· How does an aging population support itself? Pensions. 
· Gender Stratification 
· Women more than 50% of the population
· Long struggle to gain political, legal, economic equality
· Unequal representation persists in politics 
· Women’s Key Issues Today
· Poverty and Child Care
· Employment
· Assault Issues
· Class Stratification 
· Education, occupation and income
· Tiny(3%) elite/upper class holds top positions 
· Huge middle class
· Significant numbers (11%+) living in poverty
· One parent families, under 16, aboriginals, single elderly
· Poverty strongly linked to: 
· Poor health, poor education, delinquency, criminal behaviour and higher infant mortality
· Government social policies are intended to address this 
· Social Welfare programs very important
· Education much of one’s success or failure
· High rates of youth unemployment
· French speaking Canadians
· 22.1% of Canadians speak French
· 81% of French speakers in Quebec
· Fear of assimilation and breakdown of goodwill


· Multiculturalism 
· High periods of immigration in the 1940s, 1950s
· Ethnic customs and cultures valued, preserved, shared
· Criticism of multiculturalism as a divisive force
· Immigration on the rise
· By 2017, 1/5th of Canadians will be non-white 
· Aboriginal Rights
· Indian Act
· Land Claims
· Many treaties blatantly unfair
· Slow progress on resolving land claims
· Self-government
· Self-government desired but with which powers?
· Regionalism 
· Not all regions are equally gifted with territory and resources
· Central Canada dominates the federation
· Alienation in Western Canada
· “The West wants in”


RACE AND ETHINCITY 
· Ethnicity does generally describe groups with a shared identity, shared origins, interests and code 
· However ethnicity has both internal and external definitions
· For example, some may not view themselves as an ethnic group yet others external will still record their behaviour by race
· Racism is the result of social and political discourses that change between time and place
· Reflect on this statement “Views that form our self-identity are shaped by the media”
· Where did Negative Representation Come from?
· Have to examine not what we like that comes from the media, but what we don’t like or even hate and why.
· Shows the process by which inequality is made to appear natural and everyday
· Also shows how we are used to gross generalizations about others and ourselves. 
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