Geography Exam Notes

Terms/Facts/Trends

Uneven Development

Global Scale
· Large differences between core and periphery (high vs low levels of economic development
· Disparity applies to other indicators (literacy, poverty, access to physicians etc.)
· Economic, political, environmental and military processes work together to benefit core regions at the expense of peripheral areas

Regional Scale
· Initial conditions are a crucial determinant of economic performance (scarce resources, lack of investment, low-skilled workers)
· Living in a rural area often a marker for disadvantage
· Problem with GDP? – Does not show economic disparity’s between the same groups in a country.

Terms

Human Geography- The study of the spatial organization of human activity and of people’s relationships with their environments
Interdependence- individual places are tied into wider processes of change that are reflected in broader geographical patterns
Conservation- natural resources should be used, but should be used in sustainable ways so that they are conserved for future generations 
Preservation- strict protection of natural environments for their intrinsic and aesthetic value > people should be removed from some areas so that they do not damage or change the environment 
Major transformations of the environment- Columbian exchange, Industrial revolution, rise and spread of agriculture
I=PAT Formula- Human Impact= Population x Affluence (Average consumption/person in a population) x Technology (resource intensiveness of production of affluence)
Ecological Footprint- a measure of the biologically productive land area needed to support a country [or city, building, university, etc.] by providing for its needs and absorbing its wastes 






Economic Development

What is economic development geography?- Understanding the interdependence of places and regions- both social and spatial

Inherently, this is an uneven process:
· Socially (Class, gender, ethnicity etc.)
· Spatially (Global, regional, urban/rural)

Processes of Change
· Changes in the structure of an economy (eg. Agricultural to manufacturing- China)
· Changes in forms of economic organization (eg. Socialism to market-based capitalism)
· Changes in the availability and use of technology (eg. Automated manufacturing)

What is the world-system?- an interdependent system of countries linked by economic and political competition
· 3 tiers: Core, semi-peripheral and peripheral regions
· Competition for: Power, resources, markets
· Competition leads to uneven development

Core Regions
· Dominate trade, control most advanced technologies, high levels of activity in diversified economies
· High per capita incomes
· Many are former colonial powers
Semi-peripheral
· Able to exploit peripheral regions but are themselves exploited and dominated by core regions 
· Mostly countries that were once peripheral
· Spatial variations within countries
Peripheral
· Regions with undeveloped or narrowly specified economies with low levels of productivity
· Dependants and disadvantageous trading relationships

Measurements
· GDP- Gross domestic product
· GDP per capita- GNI/ total population
· PPP- Purchasing power parity- Measures how much of a common “market basket” of goods each currency can purchase locally- allows for international comparisons


-Uneven development and indicators: Social and spatial variations, not necessarily captured by world system theory, for example differences among gender or rural/urban areas in key social or economic indicators
-Regions are not homogeneous (p.55) – evidence to suggest that globalization is increasing disparities, economic and social polarization – from global to neighborhood levels 


Globalization

Globalization- The increasing interconnectedness of different parts of the world through common processes of economic, environmental, political and cultural change

Globalization drivers:
· Transportation technologies
· Communication technologies
· Computer technologies

Time-space compression: refers to the multitude of ways in which humans have conquered space

Flat Vs. Spiky World

Flat- Some argue these advances have created a “flat world”- Friedman
· Friedman’s flatteners- The first three of these ‘flatteners’ – the fall of the Berlin Wall, Netscape going public and the creation of work flow software – created what Friedman calls a “flat world platform” of falling political walls and opening of windows, the digitization of content and the spreading of the internet 
· Friedman’s triple convergence- A technical convergence; a business practice convergence; Global convergence
Spiky- Globalization has opened areas up to increased competition, reducing the friction of distance, in short, makes capital more rather than less sensitive to local geographical variations 

Three perspectives of Globalization

Hyper-globalists
· Generally enthusiastic about globalization
· The hyperglobalist contends that nation states are being bypassed by transnational business networks of production, trade and finance, leaving them and their governments unable to regulate and control market forces
· For the hyperglobalist, we have reached an ’end of geography’ from the perspective of the nation state at least, as economic activity is free to move from place to place globally, locating wherever the infrastructure, costs and regulatory environment are most beneficial to business.
Skeptics
· Believe that globalization is over-stated, that it is a myth, as are those perceived benefits under globalization that the hyperglobalists present
· First, they argue that the world economy was actually more globalized in terms of trade, between 1890 and 1914 than it is today 
· Second, they argue that the headquarters of the vast majority of MNCs are still firmly embedded in particular nation states, where you will also find the highest share of assets and operations 
· Third, they argue that most investment and trade still takes place between advanced economies and nations, or within macro-regions – such as within the EU, NAFTA, South-east Asia 
Transformationalists
· Believe that globalization is a longer-term historical process, with its origins in the colonial expansion of Western European states in the sixteenth century 
· They diverge from the skeptics in their acceptance that the world economy is currently going through important qualitative changes that are reshaping relations between governments, corporations and communities 
· Transformationalists also recognize, counter to the hyperglobalists, that the effects of globalization cannot be quite so easily determined. Globalization has good and bad aspects that need to be acknowledged and addressed 
· Given this, transformationalists reject the ‘end of geography’ argument of the hyperglobalists 

Political economy- acknowledges that economic activity cannot be separated from political, social and cultural dimensions of a society 

Structuralism- assumes that there are social and cultural structures within society and that those shape individual acting, thinking and talking 


Globalization 2

Urban Systems
· An interdependent set of urban settlements within a specified region 
· Classify urban areas as part of a larger system: Size, function, importance, and; relationships among cities, not just their physical organization

Primacy- A condition in which the population of the largest city in an urban system is disproportionately large in relation to the second- and third-largest cities in that system 
· major city – country’s financial, political, population focal point 
· no other city serves those functions 
· twice as populous as second largest city in the country

Centrality- The functional dominance of cities within an urban system
· High share of economic, political and cultural activities relative to population, not just size 
· Dhaka: 9% of total population, 50% of manufacturing employment

Global Urban Peripheries
· Characteristics- Unemployment, disinvestment, poor housing, poor levels of communication, net migration loss

Informal Settlement
· 
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Food and Agriculture

Key facts
· About half the worlds labour force is employed by agriculture
· We rely on only about 20 crops for most of our food
· About 870 million people are chronically malnourished

Subsistence Farming
· main goal - grow enough food to eat, as well as some surplus for the market
· fewer chemical inputs 
· Labour intensive
· polyculture (i.e., numerous crops are interplanted)
· Smaller farms
· Mainly practiced in poor countries
Shifting Cultivation
· practiced mainly in humid tropical forest regions – suited to areas of weathered soils
· form of rotational agriculture
· diverse mixture of crops used, including trees - polyculture
· supports relatively low population densities (150-200 people) 150-200 people
Pastoralism
· practiced mainly in cold and dry climates
· most practice transhumance 
· traditional movements of nomadic pastoralists increasingly restricted 
Commercial Agriculture
· Production for the market
· Dominant type of agriculture in core countries
· Includes large agribusiness as well as smaller family farms

Industrialization of agriculture- The process whereby the farm has moved from being the centrepiece of agricultural production to becoming a mere part of an integrated multilevel (or vertically organized) industrial processes that includes production, storage, processing, distribution, marketing, and retailing 

How have dramatic increases in food production been possible?
· Mechanization
· Chemical farming- synthetic pesticides and fertilizers
· New processing, transportation
· Storage Methods

Environmental impacts of agriculture- the relentless spread of farmland and accompanying massive inputs of chemicals have undercut the capacity of ecosystems to provide the very services that underpin food production, including freshwater, pollination, erosion control, and water regulation 
Agricultural alternatives
· Local food
· Organic farming

Organic Farming
· no synthetic pesticides or fertilizers
· no growth hormones or antibiotics in livestock feed
· no genetically modified crops
· Consumers must be willing to pay more

Will it be possible to keep producing more and more food for our growing population?
· areas for continued expansion limited
· much arable land continues to be lost to urban sprawl
· environmental degradation (e.g., erosion, groundwater depletion) is reducing productivity of existing farmlands
· increased production will likely increase environmental impacts


Culture and Identity

What is a cultural landscape?
· Some ways in which culture can be inscribed in the landscape: naming of places, settlement patterns, or changes in land cover
· Can reveal the history of a place and how people have adapted to or modified the natural environment
· Can also reflect social and political power

What is Culture?
· A shared set of meanings that are lived through 	the material and symbolic practices of everyday life
· Encompasses a way of life, the values, beliefs, customs, behaviours and other traits passed down from generation to generation 

Geography of Language
· Along with religion, language is a core element of cultural identity
· A unifying force, facilitating communication and group identity
· Distributions highlight cultural regions, past and present

Language Facts
· At least 5,000 living languages 
· 50 percent of people speak one of just 12 languages 
· Only 30 are spoken by over 20 million people as a mother tongue



Cultural Representation
· Culture and cultural values , ideals, need etc. manifested in different media
· Include: architecture, dress, artwork, graffiti, music, language, sport
· Materialized- symbolic expressions of cultural identity

Cultural geography looks at the spatial interactions between these cultural expressions
· Their locations
· The boundaries between them
· How the cultural expressions of different cultures have been co-opted by other groups
· How dominant cultural expressions are challenged by expressions of CULTURAL PLURALISM, or MULTICULTURALISM 
· Apparent that singular ‘cultural’ expressions harder to recognize or define 


Place and Landscape

Cultural Region
· An “area where certain cultural practices, beliefs, or values are more or less practiced by the majority of the inhabitants 
· Definition and delimitation varies according to the criteria used, time period, and spatial scale used 

Cultural Landscapes- A characteristic and tangible outcome of the complex interactions between a human group – with its own practices, preferences, values, and aspirations – and a natural environment 

Elements of a cultural landscape
· Landscape modification
· Land use patterns (urban or rural)
· Settlement patterns
· Recreational infrastructure
· Toponyms (names of places)
· Religious buildings











Population

Demography:
Key concerns
· How many people, where, and why
· Population structure 
· Differences between regions
· The consequences of population patterns 
· Change over time 

Sources of info
Census- number of people, characteristics of population
How accurate are census’? 
· Bias
· Undercounting 
· Merely provides a snapshot

Population- a group of individuals of the same species who
inhabit an area 
· Birth rate
· Death rate
· Sex ratio
· Age distribution
· Spatial distribution

Population Pyramids
· graphic models that illustrate relationships between birth rates, death rates and the resulting age structure of the population 
· Designed by age and gender groups known as cohorts
· Shape is useful in describing demographic structure of a population
 
Population concepts
 
Zero population growth
· the condition when a population is no longer increasing because the birth rate equals the death rate
Replacement level fertility
· ¤ the number of children a couple must have to replace themselves - the level at which a pop. exactly replaces itself from one generation to the next. (Developed countries, avg. 2.1 children/ woman
· Depends on resource availability and geographic circumstances
Total fertility rate
· The average number of children born to each woman during her child-bearing years
· Varies geographically

Urban Growth

What is an urban area?
· The definition of urban varies from country to country, and can also vary within one country over time
· An urban area can be defined by one or more of the following: administrative criteria or political boundaries; a threshold population size; population density; economic function

Challenges of studying urban issues
· Lack of uniform definition
· Availability of census data
· Changing definitions of urban areas over time make comparative studies difficult

Urban Growth
· The (relative or absolute) increase in the number of people who live in towns and cities. The pace of urban population growth depends on the natural increase of the urban population and the population gained by urban areas through both net rural-urban migration and the reclassification of rural settlements into cities and towns- UNICEF

Urban Form
· The physical structure and organization of cities
· Land use, layout and built environment
· Historical legacies and contemporary politics and policy

Politics of Territory and Space

What is political geography? 
The “two way street”
· The politics of geography (affect of spatial issues and structures on political processes) the geography of politics (spatial outcomes of political processes)
· Interactions between power and territory or space
· Borders and boundaries: inter state- international and national; intra-state- regional and local; Critical geopolitics- transnational and subnational spaces

Difference between state and nation
· State- An independent political unit with recognized boundaries, even if in dispute
· Nation- A group of people often sharing common elements of culture, such as religion or language, or a history of political identity




Other key terms
· Nation-state- And ideal form consisting of a homogenous group of people governed by their own state; sovereign body controlling a defined territory
· Sovereignty- The exercise of state power over people and territory, recognized by other states and codified by international law
· Redistricting- defining and redefining or territorial district boundaries, for voting in elections
· Reapportionment- the process of allocating electoral seats to geographical areas
· Gerrymandering- the practice of reapportionment for partisan purposes

Geopolitics
· The states power to control space or territory and shape the foreign policy of individual states and international political relations
· How and why one state exerts power over another
· State-centric (nation-state)

Geopolitical “tools”
· How do states exert control, influence or pressure?
· Invasion/occupation or threats
· Economic sanctions
· Trade policies and agreements
· Direct (eg. Military) and indirect (eg. Trade politics) means

Boundaries
· Territory
· The delimited area over which a state excersises control and that is recognized by other states (or not)
· Boundaries
· Characteristics
· Formation
· Nationalism

Characteristics of boundaries
· Inclusionary or exclusionary
· Recognized vs. disputed
· Informal and formal
· “Leaky” and complex

Boundary “re-formation”
· If nation-state does not conform
· “alter” the space: annexation, division, etc.
· “alter” the people: ethnic cleansing, forces migration, selective immigration, assimilation, etc.
· Few “true” nation-states exist

Canada
· A federal state
· A form of government in which powers are divided between the federal government and smaller units of government within a country
· Hierarchy of electoral levels
· Federal and provincial ridings elect MP’s or MLA’s
· Municipal wards to elect councilors
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Informal settlement: Key aspects

> At time of settlement:
»  No access to urban services
> Housing is selfbuilt
> Inhabited by urban poor
> No formal “papers”

> Over time, a process of consolidation (sometimes):
% Access to urban services
> Housing improvements
> Tenure security and “papers”
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