Lecture 3: Positivist Theories of Deviance- Readings Pgs. 16-31 (September 23, 2013)
Anomie-strain theory:
· Anomie theory developed in 1938 by Robert Merton
· Attributing deviance to anomie, the breakdown of social norms that results from society’s urging people to be ambitious but failing to provide them with the opportunities to succeed.
· Albert Cohen (1955) extended Merton’s theory to explain the emergence of delinquent boys.
· Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin (1960) tried to improve Merton’s theory by adding the concept of differential illegitimate opportunity.
· In the 1990s, other attempts were made to extend the theory by emphasizing how the strain generated in people by anomie or other social conditions causes them to commit deviant acts.
· Made by Durkheim asked why people commit suicide.
· Can define society as being stable or unstable and there are factors in society which can cause stability or instability
· Speaks of alienation and normlessness 
· Gangs overcoming a city, crime becoming pathological.
· Institutional mean and constitutional goal
· How successful are people at achieving economic or cultural satisfaction.
Merton: The Goal-Means Gap:
· Found something wrong with Freud’s psychoanalytic theory of deviant behavior 
Psychoanalytic theory:
· Criminal, pathological, or socially dangerous behavior represents the free expression of the libido, biological impulses, or animal desires the individual is born with.
· Defect; lies in its assumption that “the structure of society primarily restrains the free expression of man’s fixed native impulses.”
· Society discourages the individual
· The application of the law is uneven throughout society
· All offences are deviant 
· Presenters of fact which they receive from the police do not win or lose, that is their role.
· Lower class people are more likely to not have the required skills or values 
Positivist theory: referred to as the structural functional perspective
Positivist perspective: 
1. Conformity is the most popular form of response. It involves accepting both the cultural goal of success and the use of legitimate means of working toward that goal. Presumably most of us choose this response.
2. Innovation is largely found among lower-class people, who reject the use of legal means in favor of illegal ones in their attempts to achieve the high success goal that they have learned to accept. This form of deviant response is the central subject of strain theory, and Merton discusses it much more than any other.
3. Ritualism is common among lower-middle-class people who lower their aspirations or abandon high success goals so that they can more easily realize their aspirations. But in their attempts to realize these modest aspirations, they compulsively-hence, ritualistically-abide by the institutional norm of toiling as conscientious, loyal workers. They tend to be proud of their hard, honest work while shrugging off their modest incomes. Typology (model) of adaptation.
4. Retreatism is a withdrawal from society into the shell of one’s self. The retreatist does not care about success, nor does he or she care to work. Examples of such people are psychotics, outcasts, vagrants, vagabonds, tramps, alcoholics, and drug addicts.
5. Rebellion involves rejecting the prevailing social expectation that we work hard in the so-called rat race to reach the goal of great success. The rebel also attempts to overthrow the existing system and put in its place a new one with new goals and new means of reaching those goals. Thus, the rebel may abandon both the pursuit of fame and riches and the cutthroat competition needed to achieve this worldly goal. At the same time, the rebel may encourage people to seek goodwill toward others and to cooperate in attaining this heavenly goal.

· Criminal subcultures
Social learning theory: differential association
· Criminologist Edward Heart Sullivan
· Mapped out steps on how people become criminal
1. Criminal behaviour is learned
2. Criminal behaviour is learned in interaction with other people.
3. Within intimate personal groups
4. When criminal behaviour is learned, it includes the techniques of committing the crime, could be simple or complex plus the motives and drives.
5. Specific motives and drives derive from the law being favorable or unfavorable.
6.  
7.  
8. Learning criminal behavior the same as learning any other behaviour, exposure, experience, involvement.
9. While criminal behaviour is an expression of needs and values, it is not and cannot be explained by those needs and values, any normal behaviour can be explained by them.
· Person becomes criminal or deviant when they have more reasons to break it than to comply with it
· Criminal and non-criminal matters require the same patters
Social Control theory:
· What causes conformity?
· Travis Hirschi: characteristics of a psychopath reflect a lack of attachment to others
1. Attachment: connected to a family, community etc.
2. Commitment and its irrational connection to conformity
3. Involvement: most people are too busy to be involved with deviant behaviour.
4. Belief: belief in a common value system, know what is right or wrong, know what the rules/laws are. Easy to comply because there are benefits.
· Technology addicts.
· Freeman: your own sovereign state.
· Dispersal prisons: sex offenders killed
· 2 types of shaming
1. Stigmatic shaming: old traditional approach commit a crime, punished for it.
· Arrested, go to court etc.
· Intended to destroy the moral bond between the individual and society
2. Reintegrated shaming: opposite, restorative justice, bring people back into the community
· Young offenders sentenced to alternative measures, alternative to the standard criminal justice system. No criminal record
· Most law enforcement is boring!
· Flaw and disorder.
Jack the ripper: wrote letters in red to represent blood.
· Wanted the attention
· Sent letter to a newspaper
· Dear boss letter.
· Serial killers usually return to the scene, hide the body.
· No remorse, no empathy.
· Ted Bundy: found in his room with a bunch of knives.
· Conflict and abuse in a family transmits to siblings in the family.
· Violence effects everything in a family
Especially deviant act about the documentary: His mother turned him in.
Jeffery Dalmer: really nice, friendly…body parts in his freezer...
Evidence of people is what convicts homicide suspects.
Constructionist theories: READ!!!
Symbolic interactionist theory
· Labelling theory (Howard S Becker)
· “The outsiders” studied the drug culture
· People who smoked pot had a bond sharing with fellow users
· Drug users view society as the outsiders
· Labelling, implies certain definitions/meanings
· Described certain behaviour as good and some as bad
· Interaction between the person who does the labelling and the person who is labelled is what defines what labelling is.
· Do they accept/acknowledge the label?
· When a person accepts that they are a criminal then they become one.
· Deviance is not a quality that lies in behaviour itself but in the interaction between the person who commits the act and those who respond to it (Becker)
· Social groups create deviance by creating rules whose infraction constitutes deviance
· By applying the rules to individuals it labels them as outsiders from this point of view, deviance is not a quality of the act the person commits, but rather a consequence of the application by other of rules and sanctions to an offender.
· The deviant is one to whom the label has successfully been applied.
Edwin Lemert:
Primary deviance: goal oriented stripper but has no intention of staying in the business (in and out)
1. committing the act
2. social penalties
3. further primary deviance
4. stronger penalties and rejection
5. Further deviations (starting to render hostilities & resentment)
6. Crisis reached deviant stigmatized
7. Complete acceptance of deviant
Secondary Deviance: Already accepted that they are deviant (career stripper)    
Conflict theories:
Richard Quiney: social reality of crime
· Recognizes how criminal law works in a capitalist society
· Capitalist society: either wealthy, or you are screwed.
· Laws are made by the elite and are enforced upon those without any power
1. Crime is a legal definition of human conduct created by agents of the dominant class in a politically organized society.
2. Definitions of crime are composed of behaviors that conflict with the interests of the dominant class
3. Definitions of crime are applied by the class that has the power to shape the enforcement and administration of criminal law.
4. Behavioral patterns are structured in relation to definition of crime and people engage in actions that have relative probabilities of being defined as criminal. Probability that people will commit crime depends on a number of factors
· Structured opportunities
· Learning experiences.
· Inter personal associations and identifications
· Self-conceptions
5. Constructing an ideology of crime: constructed and diffused by the dominant class to secure its power.
· Social reality of crime is constructed by the formulation and application of definitions of crime.
· Development of behavioral patterns in relation to these definitions and the construction of the social reality of crime.
Marxist theory
Power theory
Possible essay question: Does stigmatic or reintegrated shaming violate human rights?
In-class video (hunting) Bobby Gordon Oatway:
· Stalker-child molester 
· In BC moved to Toronto
· 10 years in prison-3 year release program
· Will seek out another victim when he gets out
· Hedrick girls, subjected to abuse (molestation, sexual assault)
· Must be escorted
· Community fears his presence
· Returns to BC
EXAM REVIEW:
5 specific questions
1. What is deviant behavior and how do we define deviance?
Deviant behavior is anything that strays from the expectations of society. It is something that cannot be defined vaguely and must be seen through several perspectives. Deviance cannot be seen as entirely good nor entirely bad, a deviant being can be a criminal breaking the laws of society, or a genius whose intelligence surpasses the majority of society.

2. Why do people engage in deviant behavior?
People engage in deviant behavior through several social factors and theories.
3. Why do people with certain attributes, end up in jail instead of others
4. Why do some people assume a deviant identity
5. How do we respond to deviant behavior
Demonological deviance: Everything that is not the norm is supernatural (Arthur Conan Doyle)
Statistical deviance: definition of deviance (anything that widely varies from the average)
Physiological explanation: defects in people 
Pathological explanation, disease of the mind
Deviance as a relativist behavior:
1. Rule breaking
2. Violating norms
3. Ostracization
Deviance as dangerous behavior:
· Actual Criminals
· How we react to people depends on who they are
· How we conduct ourselves in other’s presence 
· Ottawa most boring city in Canada
· How we respond is relevant to where we live.
· Who we meet and who we talk to depends on who we are as people
· Go through the newspaper find one example of deviant behavior 
· Can be deviant because you are unique
· General definitions of deviant behavior
· Going to behave differently depending on who is interacting with you
· Is an interpretation of cues between people forming opinions of other people in our society?
· Assessing psychiatrists assuming patients were sick based on behavior.
· Narcissistic personality: think very highly of themselves
Spousal abuse
Do not write in pencil.
Can write in point form
Names, concepts, ideas (5 of them 15%)
Positivist: 
· associated with sciences
· 3 assumptions:
1. Absolutism-defines deviance as positively real
2. Objectivism-Deviance as an observable object
3. Determinism-deviance is a determined behavior out of the individuals control
3 versions of anomie-strain theory:
1. Robert Merton: goal-means gap (Deviance is prevalent in society because the society encourages people to achieve success without providing equal opportunity for achieving it) causes deviance (anomie strain theory-social strain causes deviance.)
2. Albert Cohen: Goal-means gap causes status frustration (Deviance is prevalent among lower-class youths because they fail to achieve status in a middle-class school environment) causing deviance
3. Cloward and Ohlin: Goal-means gap causes differential illegitimate opportunity (Lower-class youths are likely to engage in delinquent activities if they have access to illegitimate opportunity) causing different deviant activities
Social learning theory: Deviance is learned through social interaction.
3 Versions of social learning theory:
1. Sutherland: Differential association causes criminal behavior (People are likely to become deviant if they associate with people holding deviant ideas rather than with people holding anti-deviant ideas)
2. Glaser: Differential association causes Differential identification (People are likely to become deviant if they identify themselves more with deviants than with non-deviants) causing criminal behavior
3. Burgess and Akers: Differential association causes differential reinforcement (Deviants are likely to continue engaging deviant activities if they have been rewarded rather than punished for their past deviance) causing criminal behavior
Control Theory: Lack of social control causes deviance
[bookmark: _GoBack](Hirschi) Social bond (Gottfredson) self-control, and (Tittle) control balance: People are likely to become deviant if their bond to society and their self-control are weak or if they have a control surplus or deficit.
Braithwaite’s reintegrative shaming: People are likely to become deviant if they are not made to feel ashamed for their wrongdoing or to feel they are an integral part of society
The deterrence doctrine: People are likely to become deviant if they know their deviant acts are not punished with severity, certainty, or swiftness.
Travis Hirschi:
· Assumes that we are all capable of deviant behavior
· Most do not take advantage of this capability due to strong bonds to society
· 4 ways for individuals to bond themselves to society:
1. Attachment to conventional people and institutions
2. Commitment to conformity, people investing their time and energy in conventional types of action
3. Involvement in conventional activities reducing time for deviant activities
4. Belief in the moral validity of societies rules
Constructionist perspective: 
· Counter argument for the positivist perspective
· Assumptions:
1. Relativism-Deviance as a label
2. Subjectivism-Deviance as a subjective experience
3. Voluntarism-Deviance as a Voluntary act 
Constructionist theories of deviance:
Labelling theory (Becker): Relatively powerful persons are more likely to label the less powerful as deviant than vice versa, and being labeled deviant by society leads people to see themselves as deviant and live up to this self-image by engaging in more deviancy
Phenomenological theory: Looking into people’s subjective interpretation of their own experiences is key to understanding their deviant behavior
Conflict theory: In a simple society, people share the same beliefs and values allowing harmonious relationships with one another, which is absent in modern industrial societies (social/cultural conflict)
1. Legal reality: Law enforcement favors the rich and powerful over the poor and weak
2. Social reality: The dominant class produces crime by making laws, enforcing laws, oppressing subordinate classes, and spreading crime ideology
3. Marxist: Deviance and crime stem from the exploitive nature of capitalism
4. Feminist: conventional theories of deviance are largely inapplicable to women, and the status of women as victims and offenders reflects the continuing subordination of women in patriarchal society
5. Power: Because of strong deviant motivation, greater deviant opportunity, and weaker social control, the powerful are more likely to engage in profitable deviancy
· Powerful set goals so high that it is unachievable and are deviant to achieve those goals
· Enjoy greater deviant opportunity, more legitimate/illegitimate opportunity
· Subjugated to weaker social control
than are the powerless to engage in unprofitable deviancy.
6. Postmodernist: “privileged” language of the powerful dominates the “marginalized” language and thus the lives of the weak as deviants.

Howard Becker: social reality theory, labelling theory
1. Conformist deviant: only conformist in a group is deviant
2. Falsely accused deviant: commits act but is not deviant
3. Secret deviant: carries out deviance with low visibility
4. Pure deviant: zero fucks given.
Family violence:
Age: Young husbands and parents, particularly those under age 30, are more likely than older ones to assault wives and abuse children. This may reflect the greater tendency among young men to commit violence in general.
Class: Family violence cuts across all income levels, but it occurs more often among lower-income people. Takes place among college people.
Gender: Men are more likely than women to inflict serious injury on their victim, but women are likely as, or more likely than, men to abuse their spouse without seriously
Stressful life: People with a more stressful home life are more likely to commit family violence
Social isolation: To reduce stress and thus the likelihood of family violence, most people are unable to call for help from relatives other than those at home or from neighbors, friends, and other members of the community.

3 theories of Family Violence
1. Social learning theory: People are likely to engage in family violence if they have been exposed to violence. May have experienced violence as victims or offenders.
2. Stress Theory: everyone experiences stress differently, can lead some people to violent behavior
3. Exchange theory: Based on the principle of benefit and cost, akin to the law of reward and punishment. If the benefit or reward for committing family violence is greater than the cost or punishment for it, people will likely commit violence.
Elderly abuse: 
· Older victims take more abuse from their spouses than their children
· Performed by family (financial problems, drug problems)
 
