Churches and Sects 

2 kinds of ethics: conviction and responsibility

Modern capitalism as opposed to adventure capitalism

Doctrine of Predestination

Protestant Ethic

Monday November 3rd

· Asceticism –


· Comes from Greek

· Training of the body which leads to the highest degree of physical fitness for athletes and soldiers 

· Relates to fasting in religion, reduction of food, or the organization of food intake 

· to be abstinent of things that cause pleasure or which things you think you need

· Denial bodily needs and pleasures, refraining from sexual intercourse 

· Leading an austere way of life, to work hard. And not use your money for pleasurable things. Sex is for producing children not for fun.

· Weber’s article was written after his trip to the US. 

· Attended a conference then traveled around to see towns and visit some relatives 

· Weber writes that the decisive factor for economic success was the status someone had as a member of a sect 

· Difference  between a sect and a church 

· different thesis and says different things than the PROTESTANT ETHIC

· Weber writes that economic success depended on the status which one had as a member of a SECT

· Sect – association of religiously qualified people based on the free agreement

· Consider themselves to be elite superiors to other people or even other Christians 

· Must be chosen by not only god but also the sect 

· Sect will examine your previous life to determine your entry 

· Sect members have children who turn out to be unpleasant 

· Routinization sets in and sects turn into denominations…renominations? They turn into something similar to a church 

· children automatically become members as well

· Used in the US for other things, non religious contexts 

· The American idea of a club

· Church – SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

· You are born in a church,  you are a member because your parents are members

· You have to be baptized to be a part of it 

· Youre a member of a church even if youre not a nice person, the church will try to forgive you if you confess your crimes 

· you can go to a church to be a part of it but if you don't pass the test they won't accept you 

· Cults?

· Religious grouping which is not related to the religious tradition of a civilization or country 

Protestant Sects and the Spirit of Capitalism

· their regular contributions for religious purposes amounts to almost 80$ annually, being paid out of an average income of 1000$

· they must pay around 10% of what they earn to the church 

· Sir, for my part everybody may believe or not believe as he pleases; but if I saw a farmer or a business man not belonging to any church at all I would not trust him

· churches guarantee of character/ability to pay → membership was a guarantee 

· admission to the local Baptist congregation follows only upon the most careful probation and after closest inquiries into conduct going back to early childhood

· admission is recognized as an absolute guarantee of the moral qualities of a gentleman, especially of those qualities required in business matters.

· Baptism secures to the individual the deposits of the whole region and unlimited credit without any competition 

· if he shit the bed with his finances, the church would bail him out and would just help him in every way possible 

· It is crucial that sect membership meant a certificate of moral qualification and especially business morals for the individual 

· this is in contract to membership in a church, which one is BORN into

· a church is a corporation which organizes grace and administers religious gifts of grace

· affiliation with the church is obligatory and hence proves nothing with regards to members qualities

· a SECT however is a voluntary association of only those who are morally and religiously qualified

· expulsion from one's sect for moral offenses has meant, economically, loss of credit and socially, being declassed 

· TODAY the kind of denomination (to which one belongs) is rather irrelevant

· what is decisive is that one be admitted to membership by “ballot” after an examination and ethical probation in the sense of virtues which are not at a premium for the inner worldly asceticism of Protestantism and HENCE, for the ancient puritan tradition. THEN the same effect could be observed 

· sects are similar to the american idea of a club (rotary or lions club for examples)

· students/people who were not a part of these clubs were usually pariahs (outcast, comes from INDIA, in one region the lowest cast is called pariahs) 

· the parallel in Germany consists in the importance of the Couleur and the commission of an officer of the reserve for commercium and connubium, and the great status significance of qualifying to give satisfaction by duel 

· connubium: being entitled to marry someone of another group, if there's no connibuim then you can't marry that person, not based on love but based on relationships. Must be good for the family: if youre a boy if youre rich or poor, AND status (nobility, caste, groups) Rules of who you can and cannot marry 

· governance is domination of the rich 

· modern position of the secular clubs and societies with recruitment by ballot is largely theproduct of a process of secularization 

· churches do honest and fixed prices...baptists pretend they invented them 

· SECT MEMBERS: honesty is the best policy 

· protestants were supposed to be honest...they made lost of money in an honest way, where as capitalism elsewhere implies...make lots of money in non honest ways 

· THREE characteristics

· sects: voluntarist principle...you have to want to be a member to be accepted
· ADMISSION of the qualified and the qualified along

· only local religious community by virtue of personal acquaintance and investigation could judge whether a member was qualified 
· Church discipline within the sect strict moral principle of self-governing congregation consistuted the third principle. This was unavoidable because of the interests in the purity of the sacramental community ( or as among the quakers, the interest in the purity of the community of prayer)... when a married man cheated....you bet they heard about it

