Adoption is a formal and permanent form of child transfer. Common motivations for adoption include infertility and the desire to obtain a particular kind of child (often a son). Motivations for the birth parent to transfer a child to someone else include a premarital pregnancy in a disapproving context, having “too many” children, and having “too many” of a particular gender. Among the Maasai, a woman who has several children might give one to a friend, neighbour, or aged person who has no children to care for her or him. 

Adoptive parents express concern about the possibility of “reactive attachment disorder” in their adoptions caused by the lack of nurturing contact in the early weeks and months after birth.

Achieved position:  a person’s standing in society, based on qualities gained through action.

Achievement as a basis for group membership means that a person belongs on the basis of some valued attainment. Ascribed systems are thus more “closed” and achievement-based systems more “open” in terms of mobility within the system (either upward or downward). Some scholars of social status believe that increasing social complexity and modernization led to an increase in achievement-based positions
and a decline in ascription-based positions.
 

Ascribed position: a person’s standing in society, based on qualities gained through birth.
Ascribed positions include one’s race, ethnicity, gender, age, and physical ability. 

These factors are usually out of the control of the individual, although some scope for flexibility exists in gender through surgery and hormonal treatments and for certain kinds of physical conditions. Also, one can sometimes “pass” for being a member of another race or ethnic group. Age is an interesting ascribed category because an individual will pass through several different status levels associated with age. 

Band : the political organization of foraging groups, with minimal leadership and flexible membership

Because foraging has been the predominant mode of production for almost all of human history, the band has been the most long-standing form of political organization. A band comprises between twenty people and a few hundred people at most, all related through kinship. Band membership is flexible: If a person has a serious disagreement with another person or a spouse, one option is to leave that band and join another. Leadership is also informal in most cases, with no one person being named as a permanent leader unless someone whose advice and knowledge about the task are especially respected. All members of the group are social equals, and a band leader has no special status. Their organization level can barely be called as a form of political organization.
Big-man system in which key individuals devote efforts to developing a political following through a system of redistribution based on personal ties and grand feasts. Big-man tends to have greater wealth than his followers, although people continue to expect him to be generous. The core supporters of a big-man tend to be kin, with extended networks including non kin. A big-man has heavy responsibilities. He is responsible for regulating internal affairs, such as the timing of crop planting, and external affairs, such as intergroup feasts, trade, and war. An aspiring big-man develops a leadership position through a process called moka; a strategy for developing political leadership that involves exchanging favours and gifts, such as pigs, and sponsoring large feasts where further gift-giving occurs. Big-man political systems are an expanded form of tribe, with leaders having influence over people in several different villages.
Biological evolution by Charles Darwin offered a scientific explanation for human origins and contemporary human variation. Biological evolution says that early forms evolve into later forms through the process of natural selection, whereby the most biologically fit organisms survive to reproduce while those that are less fit die out. Darwin’s model is, thus, one of continuous progress of increasing fitness through struggle among competing organisms.
Franz Boas is considered the founder of North American cultural anthropology. Boas recognized the individuality and validity of different cultures. He introduced the now widely known concept of cultural relativism, or the view that each culture must be understood in terms of the values and ideas of that culture and not be judged by the standards of another. According to Boas, no culture is more advanced than another. Boas promoted the detailed study of individual cultures within their own historical contexts. This approach is called historical particularism, or the view that individual cultures must be studied and described on their own terms and that cross-cultural comparisons and generalizations ignore the realities of individual cultures
Brideprice or Bridewealth: the transfer of cash and goods from the groom’s family to the bride’s family and to the bride.

Bronislaw Malinowski is a Polish-born major figure of early cultural anthropology. the first half of the twentieth century, he established a theoretical approach called functionalism: the view that a culture is similar to a biological organism, in which parts work to support the operation and maintenance of the whole. Religion and family organization, for example, contribute to the functioning of the whole culture. Functionalism is linked to the concept of holism, the view that one must study all aspects of a culture in order to understand the whole culture. The “father” of participant observation is Bronislaw Malinowski.
As established by Malinowski, the key elements of participant observation are
■
Living with the people
■
Learning the language
■
Participating in their everyday life

A lasting contribution of Bronislaw Malinowski’s ethnography, Argonauts of the Western Pacific
, is its detailed examination of the kula, a trading network linking many islands in the region in which men have long-standing partnerships for the exchange of everyday goods such as food as well as highly valued necklaces and armlets.

Cargo cult: a form of revitalization movement* that emerged in Melanesia and New Zealand, in response to Western and Japanese influences. The cargo cults emerged as a response to the disrupting effects of new goods being suddenly introduced into indigenous settings. The outsiders imposed a new form of exchange system that emphasized the importance of Western goods and denied the importance of indigenous valuables, such as shells and pigs. Incomprehension in regards to the goods arriving for Westerners without any type of demanding labour.
 
* a religious movement, usually organized by a prophetic leader, that seeks to construct a more satisfying situation by reviving all or parts of a religion that has been threatened by outside forces or by adopting new practices and beliefs

Chiefdom: a political unit of permanently allied tribes and villages under one recognized leader.
Hereditary systems of social ranking and economic stratification are found in chiefdoms, with social divisions existing between the chiefly lineage or lineages and nonchiefly groups. Chiefs and their descendants are considered to be superior to commoners, and intermarriage between the two strata is forbidden. Chiefs are expected to be generous, but they may have a more luxurious lifestyle than the rest of the people. He or she regulates production and redistribution, solves internal conflicts, and plans and leads raids and warring expeditions. Achievement is still important; Achievement is measured in terms of personal leadership skills, charisma, and accumulated wealth.
Civil society: the collection of interest groups that function outside the government to organize economic and other aspects of life. There are two basic types of civic institutions: those that support the state, such as the church and schools, and those that oppose state power, such as trade unions, social protest groups, and citizens’ rights groups.
Contagious Magic: The law of contagion, which is the basis of contagious magic. It says that persons or things once in contact with a person can still have an effect on that person. Common items for working contagious magic include a person’s hair trimmings, nail clippings, teeth, spit, blood, fecal matter, and the placenta of a baby. In cultures where contagious magic is practised, people are careful about disposing of their bodily wastes so that no one else can get hold of them.
Culture: people’s learned and shared behaviour and beliefs

Cultural materialism: a theoretical position that takes material features of life, such as the environment, natural resources, and mode of production, as the bases for explaining social organization and ideology. Infrastructure is the term that refers to these crucial material factors. Infrastructure largely shapes the other two domains of culture: structure (social organization, kinship, and political organization) and superstructure (ideas, values, and beliefs). Cultural materialists seek explanations for behaviour and ideas by looking first and primarily at infrastructural factors. For example, a materialist explanation for a taboo restricting the eating of a particular animal first considers the possibility that such an animal plays a more important role alive, such as cows’ utility in agricultural work in India.
Cultural relativism: the perspective that each culture must be understood in terms of the values and ideas of that culture and should not be judged by the standards of another. . Cultural relativism assumes that no culture is better than another. 
- absolute cultural relativism, which says that whatever goes on in a particular culture must not be questioned or changed because no one has the right to question any behaviour or idea anywhere—it would be ethnocentric to do so. 
- Critical cultural relativism offers an alternative view that poses questions about cultural practices and ideas in terms of who accepts them and why, and who they might be harming or helping. 
Dowry: the transfer of cash and goods from the bride’s family to the newly married couple and to the groom’s family.

Economic system: includes three areas: production, or making goods or money; consumption, or using up goods or money; and exchange, or the transfer of goods or money between people or institutions.
Endogamy: marriage within a particular group or locality

Entitlement Bundle: Entitlements vary depending on the type of economic system. In foraging societies, everyone has the same entitlement bundle. Entitlements are mainly direct, with the exception of infants and very old people who depend on sharing from group members for food and shelter
Entitlement failure
[image: ]
Eskimo Kinship System: 






Ethnic Cleansing: The “ethnic cleansing” campaigns conducted in the early 1990s by the Serbs against Muslims in the former Yugoslavia are an extreme case of ethnic discrimination. Expression of ethnic identity has been politically suppressed in many cultures, such as that of the Tibetans in China. Tibetan refugees living outside Tibet are struggling to keep their ethnic heritage alive. Among First Nations groups in contemporary Canada, a shared ethnicity is one basis for cultural and spiritual revival.
Ethnography: a first-hand, detailed description of a living culture, based on personal observation

Exogamy: marriage outside a particular group or locality


[image: ]Family farming (formerly termed peasant agriculture): a form of agriculture in which farmers produce mainly to support themselves but also produce goods for sale in the market system. Major activities in family farming include plowing, planting seeds and cuttings, weeding, caring for irrigation systems and terracing, harvesting crops, and processing and storing crops.

Family: a group of people who consider themselves related through a form of kinship, such as descent, marriage, or sharing.


Female farming systems : Family farms in which females play the major role
in production. They are found mainly in southern India and Southeast Asia where wet rice agriculture is practised. This is a highly labour-intensive way of growing rice that involves starting the seedlings in nurseries and transplanting them to flooded fields. Men are responsible for plowing the fields using teams of water buffaloes. Women own land and make decisions about planting and harvesting. Women’s labour is the backbone of this type of farming. Standing calf-deep in muddy water, they transplant rice seedlings, weed, and harvest the rice. Why women predominate in wet rice agriculture is an intriguing question but impossible to answer. Its consequences for women’s status, however, are clear. In female farming systems, women have relatively high status. They own land, play a central role in household decision-making, and have substantial personal autonomy.

Gender: culturally constructed and learned behaviours and ideas attributed to males, females, or blended genders.

Genocide: the destruction of a culture and its people through physical extermination.

Guanxixue: guanxi describes a personal connection between two people in which one is able to prevail upon another to perform a favor or service, or be prevailed upon. The two people need not be of equal social status. Guanxi can also be used to describe a network of contacts, which an individual can call upon when something needs to be done, and through which he or she can exert influence on behalf of another.
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Horticulturalists: these modes of production depend on the domestication of plants and animals—that is, the process by which human selection causes genetic changes in plants and animals and leads to their greater control by humans in terms of their location and their reproduction. Horticulture is a mode of production based on cultivating domesticated plants in gardens using hand tools. Garden crops are often supplemented by foraging and by trading with pastoralists for animal products. Surpluses enable trade relationships and can lead to greater wealth for some people.
(Chapter 3)
Imitative Magic: The law of similarity, which is the basis of imitative magic. It is founded on the assumption that if person or item X is like person or item Y, then actions done to person or item X will affect person or item Y. A familiar example is a voodoo doll. If someone stick pins into a doll X that represents person Y, then person Y will experience pain or suffering.
Incest taboo: a rule prohibiting marriage or sexual intercourse between certain kinship relations.

Indirect entitlements: involve dependency on other people or institutions; they are riskier bases of support than direct entitlements are. During times of economic decline, scarcity, or disaster, people with indirect entitlements are the most vulnerable to impoverishment, hunger, and forced displacement. In industrial capitalist societies, entitlements are mainly indirect.
Kinship: kinship system: the predominant form of kin relationships in a culture and the kinds of behaviour involved.
Life-cycle rituals: a ritual performed to mark a change in status from one life stage to another of an individual or group; also called rite of passage. Life-cycle rituals have three phases: separation, transition, and reintegration. In the first phase, the initiate (the person undergoing the ritual) is separated physically, socially, or symbolically from normal life. The transition phase, or the “liminal phase,” is the time when the person is no longer in their previous status, but is not yet a member of the next stage. Liminality often involves the learning of specialized skills that will equip the person for the new status. Reintegration, the last stage, occurs when the initiate merges and is welcomed by the community in the new status.

Man The Hunter: This model says that early humans relied heavily on animal meat in their diets; that men were responsible for providing the meat, which explains men’s high status in many societies relative to women; and that the need to hunt in groups formed the basis for social life, including the evolution of verbal language. This model gives much importance to meat and masculinity in explaining key features of humanity.
Mana: An important example is mana, a concept widespread throughout the Melanesian region of the South Pacific. Mana is a force outside nature that works automatically; it is neither spirit nor deity. It manifests itself in objects and people and is associated with personal status and power since some people accumulate more of it than others.
Marriage: many factions make the definition of marriage a contentious issue; anthropologist Linda Stone defines it as an intimate relation between spouses that creates culturally recognized in-law kin relations.

Matrilineal descent: a kinship system that highlights the importance of women by tracing descent through the female line.

Matrilocal:  In most matrilineal societies, it is matrilocal, with or near the wife’s family.
Monogamy: marriage between two people

Morpheme: In linguistics, a morpheme is the smallest grammatical unit in a language. In other words, it is the smallest meaningful unit of a language. When it stands by itself, it is considered a root because it has a meaning of its own (e.g. the morpheme cat) and when it depends on another morpheme to express an idea.

Morphology: In linguistics, morphology is the identification, analysis, and description of the structure of a given language's morphemes and other linguistic units, such as root words, affixes, parts of speech, intonations and stresses, or implied context.

Naming ceremonies:
Negative reciprocity: A bad deal from the eyes of at least one of the parties involved; a “cheat”. 
a system of transfers in which one party seeks to make a profit.

Pastoralists: Pastoralism is a mode of production based on the domestication of animal herds and the use of their products, such as meat and milk, for 50 percent or more of the pastoral society’s diet. They form trade links with foragers, horticulturalists, or farmers in order to obtain food and other goods that they cannot produce themselves. Men are often in charge of the herding activities—moving the animals from place to place. Women tend to be responsible for processing the herd’s products, especially the milk. A cultural emphasis on masculinity characterizes many herding populations.
Patrilineal descent: a kinship system that highlights the importance of men in tracing descent

Patrilocal: Thus, in most patrilineal societies, marital residence is patrilocal, with or near the husband’s family
Phoneme: a sound in a language that makes a difference in meaning.

Phonology:  a branch of linguistics concerned with the systematic organization of sounds in languages. It has traditionally focused largely on study of the systems of phonemes in particular languages
Potlatch: feast in which the host lavishes the guests with abundant quantities of the best food and many gifts. The most honourable foods are fish oil, high-bush cranberries, and seal meat, and they will be served in ceremonial wooden bowls. Gifts include embroidered blankets, household articles such as carved wooden boxes and woven mats, canoes, and items of food.
Priest/Priestess: male or female full-time religious specialist whose position is based mainly on abilities gained through formal training. Priest may receive a divine call, but more often the role is hereditary, passed on through priestly lineages. Priests perform a wider range of rituals, including periodic rituals and often do play a large secular role.
Racial Purification: A concept of racial purity inspired Nazi leader Adolf Hitler to pursue his program of exterminating Jews and others who were not of the Aryan “race.” Racial apartheid in South Africa denied citizenship, security, and a decent life to all those labelled non-white (including, for example, “blacks” and “coloureds”). It was a case of cultural imperialism , in which one dominant group claims supremacy over minority cultures and proceeds to change the situation in its own interests and at the expense of the subjugated cultures.
Redistribution: a form of exchange that involves one person collecting goods or money from many members of a group who then, at a later time and at a public event, “returns” the pooled goods to everyone who contributed.

Religion: beliefs and actions related to supernatural beings and forces.

Revitalization movement: a religious movement, usually organized by a prophetic leader, that seeks to construct a more satisfying situation by reviving all or parts of a religion that has been threatened by outside forces or by adopting new practices and beliefs. Such movements often arise in the context of rapid cultural change and appear to represent a way for people to try to make sense of their changing world and their place in it.

Sapir-Whorf hypothesis: a theory in linguistic anthropology that says language determines thought. If a language has many words for different kinds of snow, for example, then someone who speaks that language can “think” about snow in more ways than someone can whose language has fewer “snow” terms. Thus, a language constitutes a thought world and people who speak different languages inhabit different thought worlds. 
Shaman: a healer who mediates between humans and the spirit world

State: a centralized political unit encompassing many communities and possessing coercive power.
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Trobriand Islanders: off the eastern coast of New Guinea. They are part of the nation of Papua New Guinea. The people of the area are mostly subsistence horticulturalists who live in traditional settlements. The social structure is based on matrilineal clans who control land and resources.  They change partners often. Women are just as assertive and dominant as men in pursuing or refusing a lover.[2] This is not only allowed but encouraged. 
The Two-Spirit:  (formerly known as Berdache in the anthropological literature) in North American native groups (Roscoe 1995). Two-Spirits dressed like women and assumed the role of a woman. They were very valued among the Zuni, where they were believed to have supernatural powers. Refers to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered, and transsexual people among First Nations, emphasizing the spiritual nature of non-binary gender identities.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Voodoo Doll: A familiar example of imitative magic is a voodoo doll. If someone stick pins into a doll X that represents person Y, then person Y will experience pain or suffering.
Women’s high status in horticultural societies: Two unusual horticultural cases involve extremes in terms of gender roles and status. The first involves the pre-contact Iroquois of central New York State. Iroquois women cultivated maize, the most important food crop, and they controlled its distribution. This control meant that they were able to decide whether the men would go to war, because a war effort depended on the supply of maize to support it. A contrasting example is that of the Yanomami of the Venezuelan Amazon .Yanomami men clear the fields and tend and harvest the crops. They also do much of the cooking for ritual feasts. Yanomami women, though, are not idle. They play an important role in providing the staple food that comes from manioc, a starchy root crop that requires substantial processing work—it has to be soaked for a long time to remove toxins and then scraped into a mealy consistency. Among the Yanomami, however, men are the dominant decision-makers and have more social power than Yanomami women do.
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FIGURE 10.2  The Powers of States
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States define citizenshify and its ights and responsibiltes.
In complex nations,since early times, not all esidents.
were granted equal ights as citizens.

States monopolize the use of force and the maintenance
of law and order. Interally,the state controls the popu-
lation through laws, courts, and the police. Externally,
the sate uses force defensively to maintain the nation's
borders and offensively to extend it teritory.

States maintain standing armies and police (a5 opposed
o part-time forces).

States keep track of their citizens in terms of number,
age, gender, location, and wealth through censts systems
that are regularty updated. A census allows the state to
maintain formal taxation systems, militay recruitment,
and policy planning such as population settlement,
immigration quotas, and social benefits such as old-age
pensions.

States have the power to extract resources from

clizans thnal Taibs 1l pokiticel oepanizations

are supported by contributions of the members, but
variations occur n the rate of contributions expected,
the form in which they are paid, and the return that
members get in terms of services. Public inance in sates
s based on formal taxation that takes many forms.
Tn-kind taxation is a system of mandatory, noncash con-
tributions to the state. For example,the Inca state used
the coruée, a labour tax, to finance public works such as
roads and monuments and to provide agricultural labour
o state lands. Cash taxes, such as the income tax that
takes a percentage of wages, emerged only in the past
few centuries.

« States manipulate information. Control of nformation
0 protect the state and its leaders can be done directly
(through censorship, restricting public access to certain
information, and promoting favourable images via pro-
paganda) and indirectly through pressure on journalists
and television networks to present information in certain
T
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Inuit Kinship terminology, ke that of most
Euro-Canadians, has unique terms for kin within
the nuclear family that are not used for any other
relatives: mother, father, sister, brother. This fact is
elated to the importance of the nuclear family.
Another feature Is that the same terms are used for
relatives on both the mothers s de and the father's
side, a property that is related to bilineal descent.
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FIGURE 3.1  Five Stages in Horticulture
e —

Clearing: A section of the forest s cleared, partially or com-
pletely, by cutting down trees and brush and then settng the
area on fire to burn off other growth. The fire creates a layer
of ash that i rich ferilizer. The term slash and burn cultiva-
tion refers to this stage of clearing.

Planting: People use digging sticks to loosen the soil. They
place seeds though the broadcasting method (scattering
the seds by hand) or place slips of plants by hand into the
Ioose soil

Weeding: Horticulture involves lttle weeding because the
ash cover and shady growing condiions keep weed growth
down.

Harvesting: This phase requires substantial labour to cut
or dif; crops and carry them to the residential area.
Fallowing: Depending on the soil and the crop grown, the

land must be left unused for a specified number of years so
that it regains its fertility.




