POL1102 
May 15th – Human Rights and Humanitarian Intervention
-Since the end of the cold war humanitarian intervention has been in the news
-Especially prominent now since the Arab spring 

International Human Rights

The What and Why Of Human Rights
-A person’s state still offers them human rights
-In 20th century it became necessary to create human rights
-What are International Human Rights?
	>Rights owed to all humans
	>Basic Guarantees (by their own government)
	>Supposedly uncontroversial 
	>People in democratic countries typically enjoy human rights more
-Why International Human Rights
-Realization in middle of 20th century that governments could not be solely responsible for human rights (catalyst was the Holocaust)
	>Origins of “rights” – oldest right is helping shipwrecked crew
	>A defining event
	>The unreliability of states

Universal Declaration of Human Rights - 1948 
-UDHR is symbolizes the desires of states in UN (and others) to promote human rights both domestically and in foreign policies (not a legal document however)
-A statement of principles that nations agree to uphold and abide by 
-Based on two famous documents 
	>French declaration of the rights of man and the citizen (1789, 1793)
	>US bill of rights (1791)

Two International Treaties Based on the UDHR
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
-Signed in 1966
-Promoted by democratic & capitalist states
-Main goal: restrain government powers
-Emphasizes individual rights
-Derived from political philosophy (liberal political philosophers restrain power of government) 
-Emphasis on civil and political rights for individual’s rights (get state out of peoples affair – i.e. government cant raise tax without consent by the people)
-Charter of Rights and Freedoms focus on civil and political rights however they do focus on economic rights – healthcare, EI, social assistance 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
-Signed in 1966
-Promoted by communist & developing states
-Main goal: promote economic equality & social cohesion
-Emphasizes collective rights
-Developing countries were really concerned about cultural rights (Europeans were ethnocentric) developing countries wanted guarantee that they could exist with their various cultures and not faced similar situations as the colonialism
NOTE: Depending on your country there is a focus on one or the other i.e. the US focuses on civil and political rights 

The Need to Be Precise: More Human Rights Treaties 
-Two treaties are basic human right texts however everyone interprets this differently so states elaborate on how they apply to different groups of people
-Examples of other treaties include: CEDAW, UN convention against torture, Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the crime of Genocide, Slavery Convention, etc.
-The problem of coherence between these texts because in principle there all at the same level (rights of children, women, slaves) not more important than others while the texts show incoherency 

A Contentious Debate: Universalism versus Relativism 
-UDHR and treaties show that rights are universal to everyone 
>However if you look clearly you can see that it is a product of Western or European culture and it cannot be universal 
>As it is being promoted, it is being projected as a Western culture 
>In a world of diverse cultures and experiences those rights that western societies take for granted are not taken the same way everywhere 
-Cause of Disagreements 
	>There can be a genuine philosophical disagreement
	>Political necessity 
	>Pretext for power 
-There is the argument over whether the culture of different societies should be taken into consideration when human rights an 

“Human Security” A 1990s Innovation 
-Human security refers to the security of the person, freedom from fear, and freedom from want (not having to stress about mainlining basic needs or wants)
-Achieved from government intervention that help people acquire and education, employment or policies to minimize threats which is known as human development
-The human security network nations met to 
-Main way to intervene in international organizations was bolstering international organizations
The Enforcement of International Human Rights

Raising The Issue: The Importance of Human Rights NGOs
-NGOS are the most vocal proponents of human rights (Governments do it in indirect ways) 
-High profile NGOs are influential: Anti-Slavery Society (1823, 1839), Anti-Slavery International (today), Red Cross pushed for first Geneva convention, Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch 

The UN Human Rights Council 
-There are 47 members elected by the General Assembly of the UN
-Appointed to Human Rights council to regionally represent rights
-Universal Periodic Review (each member of UN has to present review to UN about how they promote and are fixing human rights in their countries)
-This uses a peer pressure mechanism to examine and fix other nations human rights issues 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
-Provides administrative support to the council 
-She overseas research on key human rights issues, possibilities to promote those human rights, 
-Helps countries improve their human rights – Capacity Building (training) 
-Also overseas complaints made by people who want to raise the human rights issues in their societies from here the commissioner can lack a special procedure or investigation on issue

What States (can) Do: From Engagement to Isolation and Sanctions
-First step to promoting international human rights is to use diplomatic relations with constructive engagements – promoting human rights without offending other government 
-If this step doesn’t work there is the possibility of putting more pressure on foreign government through:
	>Cancellation of foreign aid
	>Arms embargo
[bookmark: _GoBack]	>Trade Embargo
	>Rupture of diplomatic ties 
NOTE: Arms & Trade embargoes only work if ALL or most nations cease trade, if one nation’s abides by the embargo while others don’t than nation with human rights violations will go to other nations

Suspension and Expulsion 
-States can be suspended or expelled from international organizations 
	>South Africa not allowed to participate in UN during Apartheid (1974)
	>Nigeria, the execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa and the British Commonwealth
	>Zimbabwe & the British commonwealth (2002)
	>Libya and Syria suspended from Arab league
Humanitarian Intervention 

2 Types of Interventions
Humanitarian Assistance
-Non-military*
-Emergency assistance
-Less controversial
-Often in cases of natural disasters
Humanitarian Military Intervention
-Use of force
-UN Security Council approval necessary
-Some unilateral interventions, too
-Is there a legal justification when going through approval 

Humanitarian Military Intervention for Crimes Against Humanity & Genocide
-Most popular term used by media to justify actions is “Gross violations of human rights” how many must die before action is taken, what is a gross event?
-Negotiating the label: a political act 
-Examples that need intervention:
	>Sudan/Darfur, 2003
	>Rwanda, 1994
>Wars in the Balkans (Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia, Herzegovina, 1991/95; Kosovo 1999)
>Democratic republic of Congo, 1990s
>Libya, 2011 

The Responsibility to Protect (R2P)
-Norm is widely shared by people and it imposes some kind of a moral obligation however is not supported by the law 
-The responsibility to protect is an emerging norm
-From a legal point of view it is not settled because it is up to UN Security Council to authorize actions and the UN Security Council countries are not always willing to put human rights as main priority 

Not a Straight Forward Matter
-Nothing is very straightforward 
-Wishful thinking versus Complex Reality
-Necessary sacrifices
-There are unpredictable outcomes during interventions 
-The “mission creep” problem when a government thinks its intervening with a specific forces but then after it wins against government it realizes it has to remain in country to maintain stability 
Government
>National interest
>Political costs & benefits
>Money & troops
>will the people go along? How long?
Population
>lack of attention
>initial support
>long-term support
>compassion fatigue (maybe)

Conclusion
-Principle of Sovereignty is constantly used to justify lack of action and cover human rights violations
-Human rights is progressing slowly 
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