POL1102
May 8th – (Finish) Security and War

Defining Terrorism 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Not particularly a new phenomenon; for some the idea of terrorism only became prominent to some in North America
-During the French revolution anyone who looked as supporting monarchy must be eliminated. During this period, it was known as a reign of terror
-Hard to define because people have different political views (one persons terrorist, is another person’s freedom fighter) 
-We can at least create any idea of terrorism using the elements that are usually seen:
· Shock & Terror
· Intimidation, violence and coercion
· Political ends
· Publicity
· Climate of fear/terror
· By non-state actors or states or states in war
· Victims often innocent & unaware of the issues
-State terrorism is when the state is using terrorism against people
-State sponsored terrorism is when the state supports organization for political gains

Terrorism as a Threat
-Usually it’s a minor threat to state because terrorist organization/states 
-However it is a threat to individual security (people lost confidence in state)
-Silencing the critics and using the military as a way to get people to support government. This changes the culture to militaristic 

Responding to Terrorism
-When you attacked there has to be a response, the smart thing is to respond
Dealing with the attackers
-Military operation is declaring war while a police operation is more quiet, much slower you carry out an investigation to locate people of attack then you send branch of military in order to capture or kill people (9/11 was both)
-Do states respond to attackers or state sponsor (going after attack is useless if state finds new organization – better to get both)

The Political Approach
-Once you identify grievances respond to this; however this can make you look weak 
-This may give the impression to terrorists that attack works on negotiations
 -During the cold war the accusation was soft on communism, now its soft on terror

Al-Qaeda in the 1980s
-For the sake of simplicity we look back in the 1980s
-The Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in 1980-1988 
-As a result, various groups flocked to Afghanistan to resist USSR that’s were Al-Qaeda came from
-The local people (Taliban) and the foreign fighters fought USSR
-The CIA supported Al-Qaeda to fight Soviet Union – because they were fighting America’s enemy the US supported them 
-This may have accelerated the collapse of the Soviet Union 

Al-Qaeda in the 1990s
-The people that the US trained and support did not disappear they stayed around
-The Taliban and foreign fighters realized that the US was very much involved in Middle East – Israel, Oil, etc.
-They shifted their enemy from Soviet Union to the US and western European countries 
-While there haven’t been other attacks since 1990, it was the 9/11 attacks that was most prominent
-This was a case of blowback, which is when you support one group and then they turned around and fight back 

Al-Qaeda and the Talibans
Al-Qaeda 
· -People from outside Afghanistan
· -Many Arabs (22 different countries)
· -Most are from Saudi Arabia
· -Political and Religious Motivation (use Islam as a political motivations)
· -Hostile towards the US & Europe 
Taliban
· -Different organization; group of people from Afghanistan and Pakistan
· -Also motivated by political religious motivation
· -US know they cannot defeat this group because they have popular support from people
Difference: Taliban is not necessarily hostile towards the US/Europe they just wish to rule Afghanistan with their ideology 
-They originate from one ethnic group the Pashtuns 

The Transformation of Al-Qaeda
-Seriously disrupted in 2001 because of NATO invasion in Afghanistan and Osama Bin Laden’s death last year. From documents written by Osama was can conclude it was too difficult to carry out attacks
-Not an organized organization any longer, now they are just a network that is gradually getting smaller
-Due to Osama’s death, it is no-longer a hierarchy its just an ideology

Conclusion
 -War/Security is a long-standing problem
-A narrow definition of security brought forth during lecture
-New threats to security (WMDs, terrorism)
-Non-obvious ways to address the WMD and how to stop terrorism is not obvious 
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