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November 1st – Citizenship, National Identity and Nationalism

The Evolution of Citizenship
· British academic T.H Marshall – if you look at citizenship rights, you see progression from civil rights (political – social rights)
· His view is based on the European and North American model 
· Two problems:
· Focus on Europe and North America
· Inequalities exist despite rights
· Challenged by classical liberals and conservatives whom reject social rights

Nations and Nationalism

A Distinction: Legality vs. Identity
· Citizenship is a legal status that means by law you “belong” to a country; Citizenship doesn’t tell you if the person identifies with the country they live in 
· Identity – Sense of belonging or identifying with a particular group, country, etc. (i.e. having Canadian citizenship but being a Quebecois that doesn’t identify with Canada)
· There are many competing identities 
· Class
· Sex/gender
· Ideology
· Tribe
· Religion
· Disability
· Nation  people can reconcile these differences within the country (i.e. strong Christian might try to make country reflective of them) 
· All nations are divided by the above identities, not nation is homogenous 

Nation:  A Definition
· People with a common identity who have formed a nation-state or usually aspire to do so”, Viotti and Kauppi, International Relations and World Politics, p. 396
· Above is reflective of the idea that a nation is homogenous; if a nation is homogenous then this is not natural. It means that steps were taken to reflect this
· Nation identity can be based on 
· Language
· Ethnicity
· Religion
· Culture & values

A Nations exists In the Mind
· A nation doesn’t physical exist; just something people identify with in their mind
· Not a timeless reality
· A modern European idea
· A powerful idea

Nations As Social Constructs
· Social constructs are the things that some or maybe all have come to accept 
· A deliberate policy on part of government to construct the nation
· Story-telling
· Symbols
· Nation-building
· Unchallenged ideas & critical citizens 
 
“Mononational” states: A Rare thing
· Mononational states are fairly rare (i.e. Japan, Finland) most nations do however have small ethnic groups or large groups that are different from majority
· Idea of nations shaped by the social contract theory (if this had actually happened we would be united)
· There is an illusion of unity both in the past and now 
· Despite the differences of the people, conflicts and differences resolved in the context of the nation-state 
· What it means to be Canadian, Russian or even Nigerian
· Ideological differences
· Conflicts of values and interests 

Binational and Multinational States: The Norm
· So many nations, but so few states
· There was acknowledgement that Canada was diverse even at Confederation (two “founding” nations)
· Canada is not just the sum of the first two nations or even other nations; it also the sum of first nations
· So, What about “first nations”
· Not so much a third nation as they are many different nations
· In order to deal with differences, countries adopt models
· Political and territorial arrangements
· Federation
· Confederation 
· Immigration: adding to diversity

November 5th 

Nationalism: A Definition
· Nationalism helps to ease differences between cultures and identities
· Can either be strong or a weak concept in state
· “Devotion to the interests of one’s nation, usually to the exclusion of other competing identities”, Viotti and Kauppi, International Relations and World Politics, p. 404
· Nationalism can be hyper like Nazi Germany or more mild like Quebec, Scotland, etc
· Nationalism has a long list of implications:
· Political Aspect: National self-determination (emerged in 20th century that settled war in Europe; if people had views, cultures, together than they should have a state) 
· Cultural aspect: sense of belonging (widely shared values, language, religion); when people feel they strongly belong to culture or nation they tend to look at problems they face in terms of culture 
· Moral aspect:  the idea that you must sacrifice for your nation (i.e. support our troops) (defending one’s nation against enemies within and without) 

Civics vs. Ethnic Nationalism
· Civic
· A choice
· Territoriality
· Adhering to laws
· Sharing in values
· Not necessarily peaceful or tolerant
· Superiority of one’s culture or values
· Imperialism 
· Ethnic
· Nature & biology
· Primordial ties
· Absolute separation between self and other
· Superiority of one’s nation
· Inferiority of other nations
· Associated with war, ethnic cleansing & genocide 
· (Civic) Western Europe since French Revolution has been war of culture and ideas
· Ethnic nationalism refers to the biology of the people that compose of the nation
· Justification of Nazi Germany of the killing of millions of jews, slaves, etc was to make sure Germany thrived. Wanted a homogenous state and wanted to unify all Germans in other countries within one state

The Logic of Identity
· Impossible to avoid identity; inevitability of others 
· Benign: holds that in order to know who are, you must know who you are not. Must have sense of other people (you observe differences but you do not create hierarchy, however, it can be the cause of less benign version)
· The “others” can be misused; it can be used to understand difference between, however it can be used for superiority (i.e. Conservatives are too close in policy to the US) 

Proving one’s Allegiance: the famous Mulroney-Turner debate
· 1988 federal election campaign 
· the issue: Canada-US free trade agreement 
· the Controversy: good or bad for Canada’s independence
· selling out Canada or creating prosperity for Canada
· 2012 debate about oil production
· environment groups oppose Northern Gateway and Keystone XL pipelines
· Senator Mike Duffy (Conservative): they’re all anti-Canadian
· Environment minister Peter Kent: environmentalists are “radicals” who use foreign money
· When we talk about what’s good for the people, its commonly referred to in National identity

Dealing with Cultural Diversity 

Defining Culture
· Culture is “the set of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features of society or a social group, and that it encompasses, in addition to art and literature, lifestyles, ways of living together, value systems, traditions and beliefs”, United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity
· When we talk for granted that a country is homogenous, we take for the granted the culture 

Multiculturalism as a Fact
· Culture and biological factor as two separate things
· Multiculturalism exists in most states
· It can be observable 
· Countries have different ways of dealing with diversity; they can maintain equality and sameness of everyone before the law while others chose not to acknowledge
· Countries do not have to have an official policy

Three Ways of Dealing with Cultural Diversity
· Not to acknowledge it officially (France)
· De facto diversity
· …But no references to it
· …And no government policy
· The “melting pot” (US)
· De facto diversity
· …With the recognition of individual differences only
· …And no government policy
· The multicultural “mosaic” (Canada)
· A deliberate choice
· …And a policy of recognizing group differences
· …And to accommodate them if consistent with the law & fairness

Canada and official Multiculturalism
· Revolves must around the French-English cleavage in Canada
· There was also an acknowledgement that by the 1960s, Canada was becoming more diverse than French and English (broadening of immigration at this time)
· One thing government feared was racial tension in US would also happen in Canada if they accommodated diversity 
· Idea of multiculturalism was to tell Canadians, justice system, employee it should to the extent possible acknowledge the differences of groups as long as it was consistent with equality, laws, and values 
· 1997-2000s how far must they accommodate if you acknowledge differences

Multiculturalism and Reasonable Accommodation
· Decision made by Quebec about what reasonable accommodation (how must should government accommodate when people acknowledge differences)
· Reasonable accommodation is not about language split, but about whether a student can come to school in hijab, or fast, etc.
· Charter of Rights and Freedoms versus religion-based claims
· A human-made absolute: the constitution 
· An other-worldly absolute: religion
· A useful argument: multiculturalism
· The inconsistent application of the law
· Different legal principles for different groups

Conclusion
· Different ways to look a state’s population
· Can look at ideologies, however, nations and cultures is a different way to look at people
· Looking at sense of belonging, distinguished between legal belonging and legal status
· The modern state as the dominant form of political community
· The distinguish between legality & identity
· A de facto diversity that cause political disputes 
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November 15 - Citizenship, National
Identity and Nationalism
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