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October 29 – Citizenship, National Identity, and Nationalism 

Three recalls & an observation
· 5 characteristics of the modern state
· Monopoly over people and area
· Must be recognized
· The modern state emerged in 1600-1700 that continues to spread all over the world through the social contract. 
· People lived isolated in state of nature, nobody to defend, thus we need to create laws, governments and institutions to regulate our lives (social contract)
· Real states as they happened were created in the context of war, conquest, civil war and someone took control over territory and the people.
· How to group of rulers manage to create unity amongst people in the territory?
· The need to create unity
· Getting the people’s allegiance
· Imposing a national identity (not chosen, they’re imposed)
· Many times, this is taken for granted by the people

The State and Citizenship

Citizenship: A Definition
· “The idea that the permanent residents of a particular country are full members of the political community, involving various duties and rights”, Mintz et al., Politics, Power and the Common Good, p. 32
· Citizenship is sometimes described as “the right to have rights.” Technically, before the law, if you do not have citizenship you do not have rights or existence. 
· Citizenship is usually a mix of rights and obligations, however, there is usually more attention to the rights aspect. Moral pressure or indirect mechanisms make people fulfill peoples duties
· It also provides us the distinction between “us” and “others” from a strictly legal point of view. 
· Citizenship is also inclusive and exculsive since there is an us and them (which creates exclusion). Other reasons for inclusion and exclusion is because some of the benefits we receive could not possibly be given to everyone in the world







Natural bases for citizenship
- Two bases for attaining citizenship
Jus Sanguinis
· By blood
· Parent’s citizenship
· Parents’ ethnicity
· Ancestry
· Varies by country 

Jus soli
· Law of the soil
· If you born on the territory, there is a good chance you can attain citizenship 
· Possibility of acquisition
· The need to register births
· Varies by country 

Acquired Citizenship: Naturalization
· Third way of attaining citizenship
· Process and end point is to make you a citizen
· To become a citizen through naturalization, you must meet certain conditions
· Conditions
· Duration of residency (i.e. Canada maintains you must be here for 3 years)
· Truthfulness on application 
· Test (i.e. simply just knowledge of the country of immigration)
· Oath 
· The choice of immigrants: a controversial topic
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