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Functions of Political Parties 
-Prior to getting elected, political parties must:
	-Raising money & recruiting money
	-Nominate candidates 
-Second major: aggregating interests 
-Listen to the interests or values of the general public and select the interests that they believe they can address (i.e. Conservatives currently working on the deficit/economy)
-Once they know how to act, parties draft platforms 
-Thirdly, parties represent interests by
	-Running for office
	-And implementing platform if elected 

Straddling Two Realms
-Political parties are organizations within society they wish to either get elected or have representatives in office to represent interests
-Political parties are both in the state and civil society
-Sometimes political parties are solely in the civil society due to the fact that they cannot get elected 
	>aspiring (ex. Green Party of Ontario)
	>actual (i.e. Conservative Party of Canada) 
-Sometimes in the state, but not seeking control
	-Select candidates, but know they will not form the government 
-Still considered political parties legally, however they are preferably called parliamentary groups or blocs (i.e. Bloc Quebecois)

Party Types 
Cadre Parties
-Firs thing that looked like a party
-Made up of notables or leading members of the community
-This is how political parties first formed in Europe and Western Democracies
-Membership limited to just the elected members 
-Party is based on direct contact with members
-While the function of the organization was typically loose

Mass Parties
-Made necessary in democratic countries due to mass suffrage 
-Rely grassroots participation
-More structured in organization (Hierarchical)
-Mass membership
-Seek access to power
-Main work of mass parties is to Mobilization of voters 


Brokerage Parties
-Most common types of party in Canada, US, Britain, etc
-Other names include: Catch all parties or umbrella parties
-Reason for this is because the only way they can elect members is by appealing to a mass number of people 
-Seek wide appeal
-This type if especially common in SMP countries 
-Target “median voter” (most voters do not have radically extreme views; they are typically are the middle of political spectrum so parties have to broker between the different interest) 
-i.e. Liberals and Conservatives

Cleavage-based parties 
-More specific appeal
-Appeals to voters by identifying with an ideology or concern
-Appeals to specific segment of voters 
-Sometimes they will appeal to specific regions of the country (Bloc Quebecois)
-This is associated with PR system
-Even when they do not manage to have anyone elected, they do however, get media coverage (which gets people talking) 
-i.e. Green Party and Front National in France 

Party Systems 
-Party systems are something that emerged from political debate (not constructed contrary to the title systems)
-Predominant or single-party system: one party (China, Vietnam, Authoritarian states use this system)
-Most democracies use the competitive party system: 
	Comes in three main forms:
1) Two-party system, bipartism (US)
2) Two-plus party system (Canada/provinces; UK)
3) Multiparty System, multipartism (not democracies) 
-This is typically shaped by voting

Parties in Legislature
-Party Discipline 
-In all parliamentary systems there is discipline, all members of party are expected to vote based on what the leaders wants
-The role of the whip
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