POL1101 F
[bookmark: _GoBack]Oct 4th – Democracy 

System 2: Proportional Representation (PR)
-Includes pure proportional rep, mixed member, single vote
-Attempts to represents peoples vote better in government
-Ridings with several seats 
-Goal of system is to approximate the amount of popular vote cast and the number of seats it receives
-In reality, PR is not completely proportional, however it is still better at distribution than SMP 
-Main effect of PR is more parties can win seats 
-1 vote per person

How to Cast a PR Vote
-Two types of ballots 
-Type 1: Close party list ballot (closed due to the list of candidates drawn up by political party) 
-If party wins riding, then first the top choice party list wins a seat. As the percentage of popular vote increase other representatives win seats 
-The reason this system is critizesed is because you cannot choose who gets to win seat first 
-The second type of ballot: open party ballot
-Vote doesn’t just have to choose party; they get to choose the candidate a well 

Distribution of Seats in PR
-Seats are distributed by the number of popular votes
-Seats left to allocate are distributed through the largest remainder (which every party has the greatest number of votes remaining, then they win an additional seat(s))

Advantages
-According to the text, you get what you vote for
-Parties must have specific platforms to win voters (don’t have to water down platform)
-Have the choice of voting for party or candidate 
-Better representation of voter’s interest due to cross section of the population
-Ways to affect degree of proportionality
	-Can keep fringe parties out, by having a higher seat percentage

Disadvantages
-Harder to understand at first in comparison to SMP
-System that can cause instability in parliament depending on the number of parties in government (many parties might have difficulty getting along or passing legislations)
-Parties may run their election on a clear platform, but the leaders must compromise on legislations due to the number of parties 
-Can encourage radical parties 
-Coalition compromise may be different from vote

System 3: Mixed Member Proportional (MMP)
-Goal of this system is to combine advantages of SMP and PR
-Ridings in MMP system have one person win (just like SMP)
-However votes, make 2 votes:
	-1 for SMP riding (member of house of parliament)
	-1 for PR riding (distributed based on proportion of popular vote)
-Proportionality is influenced by the mix of SMP & PR seats

Advantages & Disadvantages
-Better representation than SMP only, but not quite as more proportionality as PR
-Contact between voter & individual candidate is preserved (SMP)
-Choice of party, too (PR)
-Governments using this method are more stable, and there are less political parties 
-Less encouragement to radical parties than PR only
-Can be complex 
	-You must be informed of both the candidates and the parties 
-Convincing people to adopt this system when their used to SMP is very difficult 

System 4: Single Transferable Vote (STV)
-Preferential voting or choice voting
-Several seats per riding
- 1 vote per person (but can be transfer from one candidate to another)
-Voters indicate order of preference 

How to Cast a STV ballot
-Voters indicate in box there 1st to 6th choice 

(USE PPT FOR DISTRIBUTION INFORMATION)
-Votes are distributed to voter’s second choice

Advantages
-Fewer unused or wasted votes
-Voters can indicate where a wasted vote goes
-This mains contact between voters and individual candidates preserved
-Improves representation in the sense that it creates certain degree of proportionality between votes cast and the people representing
-Produces stable majorities 

Disadvantages
-Difficult to explain
-Must follow individual candidates closely to be able to rank them 
-If there are many candidates, then it makes it difficult for voters to rank them all
-Voters that are unaware or have too many choices pick anyone (donkey voting)

Conclusion
-Should Canada, keep SMP or change to MMP
Justify choice
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