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Where the Real Work is Done: Parliamentary Committees
[bookmark: _GoBack]-When MPs or Senators are assigned to specific committees, they examine all the bills that reach parliament
-Committees are created by party leaders – decided which MPs or Senators will sit on the committee
-Committees are where most of the work is done:
	-Issue based
	-In-depth examination of bills
	-Hearings from civil society
	-Drafting of reports based on hearings
	-Amendments to the bills
-Bills go back to the full parliament for vote 

Parliamentary System: Executive Power
-In Canada, there are two heads so Bicephalous 
-Cabinet comes from the House of Commons
-Cabinet needs support of the House of Commons 
-GG could dissolve House of Commons on his own (however, the PM always asks for dissolve)
-Queen Elizabeth II appoints GG on the advice of PM
-The PM does not exist in law (officially the government of Canada is a cabinet, so everyone is equal). The Prime Minister is traditionally the leader who party holds the most seats 
-GG gives Royal Assent to bills, which become law 

Parliamentary System: Judicial Power
-Judicial power in Canada is the Supreme Court
-Last or highest court in the country (this is where the last court decisions occur)
-9 judges (1 is chief judge and typically speaks last) 
-The judges are appointed by Queen’s council (GG) on the advice of the Prime Minister 
-The role of the Supreme Court is not to just adjudicate disputes; it judges conflicts between the state and citizens
-1 way they act: They judge the constitutionality of government decisions
-2nd way: providing legal advice on a law the government wishes to enact (before they even begin debate on bill) 
-Controversies:
-Judges are accused of making the law instead of interpreting it (i.e. Same Sex Marriage reference from Supreme Court)
-Most recent debate is about whether judges should be bilingual upon appointment 


US Presidential System

Presidential System (US)
-Legislative Power (Congress)
-Executive Power (President)
-Judicial Power (Supreme Court of the United States)
- Vote separately for the president and the congress 
-There is also a strict separation of powers

Presidential System: Legislative Power
House of Representatives
-House of representatives consist of 435 seats
-Elected the same way as the MPs (through districts proportional to population)
-The representatives must be elected every 2 years 
-Congress gets to propose, debate, amend, and pass bills
-Sometimes the house of representative and the senate will work on the same bill at the same time and then they must reconcile the bills to make 1
-In the house of representative and the senator the leader of the power with the most seats, becomes the speaker (while in Canada we have a neutral leader separate from parties)
Senate
-2 Senators per state
-They serve 6-year terms
-They also propose, debate, amend and pass bills
-Negotiate bills with the House of Representative 
-Senate has exclusive control over the budget of the US; this means when the US president needs money for any service or function the congress can either approve or disprove (President can appeal to public to apply pressure, however, legally congress can deny)
-President must sign bills in order to become law of land (this is known as a veto in this case the bill goes back to congress for amendments or the house of congress can vote again and if 2/3 vote in favour of bill without change then they can overturn veto of president) 
-If the president neglects to sign bill or veto/reject it; it becomes law of the land within 10 days
-Between 2001 and 2008 there was a sign in statement that was applied to signature of president to make amendment to bills they were approving 

Presidential System: Executive Power
-President is the head of government and state so this is a Monocephalous system 
-Shortly after coming into power, the president chooses secretaries to head government departments
-Government is elected through in-direct suffrage for 4-year terms
-US president cannot dissolve congress (senate or house of representative) 
-He cannot do anything to bring about an election
-He cannot be removed from office unless under a procedure called an impeachment (this is when a trial is launched against president for some act they’ve committed) 
If two/third majority find the president guilty then they will be removed from office and face penalties 
-President can propose bills to congress
-President must either sign or veto bill within 10 days
-President required once a year to give a state of the union address before congress (speech to tell nation through representative and senators to tell citizens how country is doing). President uses state of union to show congress what his agenda/objective is for the year 

Presidential System: Judicial Power
(see in PPT)

How to Elect a US President 1: Parties Choose a Presidential Candidate
-Party Primaries (Jan. before election year to summer of election year)
	-Primaries begin in the beginning of January and in individual states in the US
-The members of the party vote for delegates who pledge to support one of the candidates 
-Support takes the vote of delegates 
-Primaries process end with the national conventions for the party to know who the nominee will be
-National Conventions held in summer of election year
	-Delegates vote for the person they want to run for president for their party
	-The person chosen is the party nominee & president candidate for that party
-The nominees choose a running mate 
	-Presidential nominee + running mate = presidential ticket
	-Running mate will be vice president if ticket wins

How to Elect a US President 2: The role of the Electoral College
-College is a group of people; certain number of people assigned to state
-Each state, plus the District of Columbia is given Electors
-The number is based on the seats in the House of Representatives
-Itself based on population size
-Electors pledge to vote based on popular vote 
-If a ticket wins more of a vote in a state they will all the electors (i.e. all 34 for Texas)

How to Elect a US President 3: Election Day
-Voters vote for the ticket of their choice
-Voting methods & rules vary by state
-On the same day: many more separate elections
-Occurs on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November 
-In certain states, if the ticket gets 80% of the vote, then they get 4 electors and 1 goes to the other ticket 
-Ticket needs 270 votes 

Conclusion
-Political organizations refers to different organization of the institutions
-Different relations between the judiciary, executive, etc system 
-There can be either strict power between three powers or less so depending on systems
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