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3. Socialism and its Offshoots

Historical Context
-Socialism is a way of making sense for a period of history and to propose and alternative to the world as it exists
-Identified in the mid 1800s however the ideas appeared 600 years prior 
-The development of this ideology is a direction reaction to economic conditions in Britain in the 1800s (capitalism). Even though wealth was accumulating faster the working conditions were getting worse off (was not benefitting majority)
-Focus on socialist is on the exploitation of workers

Economics Drives Politics
-Social and political institutions grow out of the economic system 
-All of history is a succession of the modes of production according to Marx and Engels
-According to socialists the oldest economic system is slavery (free and owner)
-The second economic system discovered by socialists is feudalism – saw in European Monarchy or in lands ruled by Kings (farmers moved wealth up; nobles versus peasants)
-After Feudalism (late 1700s prior to industrialization) when the first socialists published work on analyses on capitalism. We are still in this system (bourgeoisie and the proletariats)
-According to socialists, communism came after capitalism. The communism they spoke of is dissimilar from current communist states. 
-According to socialists there are conflicts between two social classes 

History as a Class Struggle
-The last conflict between two social classes takes part in capitalism (now)
-The relationship between bosses and workers is unequal and exploitive 
-What defines employers is that they own capital the power they have comes from giving/taking jobs and the fact that they take labour of worker and the capital and make product to be sold 
Employers
-Own capital
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Hire workers
-Puts capital and labour together to create product
-Sold for profit by owner


Workers
-Have only labour
-Try to find work
-Sell labour power for wage
-Must provide for self & family
-No control over own life (really important issue to socialists)

Ideology & the Institutions
-According to socialists, the capitalist system is the basis for everything (there are two classes bourgeoisie and the proletariats
-The ideology dominant in socialist system is liberalism and this is promoted in different ways in different social institutions
-The church is there to dismiss this life and promote the afterlife (socialists believe that this gives them to obey). Religion is the opium of the people
-Family, church and school promote social stability and ideology of the bourgeoisie 
-Governments that are in power in capitalists system serve the interests of the business and the capitalists (they do not serve the interests of the poor) 
-During the early writings of this, there was no universal suffrage 

Offshoot 1: Communism
-According to the socialists of the 1800s, once the economic system of capitalism collapses it will be replaced by communism (with too many poor and few rich eventually this system will collapse; the second idea of communism replacing is revolution)
-The key moment of communism in world politics is the Russian Revolution in 1917 also known as the bulshavik revolution and was changed into the Soviet Union
-The basic idea of communism in reality is that the government would take complete control over the economy (if the workers are for the people then the workers are in power) 
-Communists used political repression (absence of freedom in communist countries). 
-This was supposed to lead to the government being removed (if workers are in power, then government no longer needed)

Offshoot 2: Social Democracy
-Very common today, however, it’s undermined by capitalism
-Combines liberalism and socialism
-It accepts the democratic system, however, it aims to reduce the inequalities that occur (promotes unions, improves conditions, limits oppression)
-This developed in the 1800s 
-Another aspect of this system is that the government would own/run key industries (or regulated)
-Basic characteristic is that this is an advanced welfare state 
(similar to reform liberalism)


4. Feminism 

Historical Contexts of Feminism
-Similar to the historical context of liberalism
-First manifestation of feminism
-Publication of Vindication by Mary Wollstronecraft 1700s. This was boosted by the French Revolution (believed women were smart enough for these rights)
By the 1900s there women lobbying for women’s rights (working class men were given right to vote before rich women were)

There were 3 waves:
1) Women’s Rights until the 1950s
2) Since the 1960s there has been a diversification of feminism; no longer led by rich white women. Manifestation of lesbians promoting feminism different 
3) Since the 1990s there has been an emphasis on diversity of women’s need and social projects 
-Feminist understanding has been differentiated based on the oppression; women are not the same therefore there are promote different issues 

Patriarchy: Domination by Fathers/Men
-A particular manifestation of power, which can be found in almost every aspect of life
-Patriarchy or Unequal power can be seen in: state, economy, school, church, family and interpersonal relations 

Gender: The Privileging of Masculinity over Femininity 
-Sex is different from gender
-Gender = package of expectations
	-Based on the assumptions about nature
	-Males expected to be masculine	
	-Females expected to be feminine
-Socialization & experiences shape
	-attitudes
	-aspirations
	-behaviours
-Masculine values are almost always privileged over women’s values 

Becoming Masculine and Becoming Feminine 
-This all happens because we are socialized 
-We are born in a social context (we are taught how to behave)
-This is social pressure 
-Expectations vary in time & space (location or occupation)



The Public Sphere & the Private Sphere Split
-According to feminists the public private split is a direct cause of the natural abilities or behaviours for women and men (i.e. gender roles)
-The Public Sphere (Politics and Business): “Men’s work”
-The Private Sphere (Everything that has to do with reproduction/housework): “Women’s Work”

Feminism: Not Just for Women
-Feminism even though it puts emphasis on women and the change they seek, it is not exclusively for women 
-Feminism allows you to reject certain expectations 
-It gets rid of labels such as masculine, feminine, real man or real women
-It also aims to eliminate binary oppositions such as LGBTTQ 
-Feminism benefits others and men 


(NOTE: Could not cover Environmentalism in class) 
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