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General Remarks on Ideology 
-Belong to political philosophy or thought 
-A set of related ideas or beliefs; can be descriptive or normative values reflect hierarchy of values 
-Provides a vision for society
-Political ideology is he basis for common good (how we should behave or conduct ourselves for the common good)
-It could be utopian or it could be more practical
-All ideologies address the relationship between the individual and the group (examines the place of each person in the group)
-Each ideology has a unique way of inserting people in the group
-They are also the basis and the justification for authority 

(Note: the American use of liberalism or liberal is wrong, you cannot be totally non-ideological, political parties names are not always accurate, and lastly no one subscribes fully to one ideology) 

1. Liberalism

Historical Context of Liberalism 
-The opposition to absolutism; the opposition that kings and queens to rule a territory as due to the divine right of the king (through Christianity) 
-The process by which this became dominant was a very long process (i.e. Magna Carta the king of England could not seize property of subjects)
-There are still many places in the world that doesn’t follow liberalism
-The opposition of absolutism sought to remove kings/queens in favour of legitimate foundation for authority 
-The importance of the individual was that man was free and equal to others
-When man is free than you take away the rule of king/queen
-Believed that man was also rational this was the capacity for self-government (they don’t need someone to tell them in rule because they are born rational)
-They can also delegate the best ruler for them

Political Liberalism
-Can be divided into two branches
-Political liberalism – concerned with societies are ruled and the way that leaders are chosen by people and how leaders can be removed  
-Limited government – elected officials are limited in what they can do; if they majority doesn’t want them to take action they cannot do it
-Political liberalism when first developed was only valid for the few (i.e. men however it didn’t even include all men in England)
-Includes two categories of rights:
Civil rights: conscience, speech, association, and property
Political rights: choice of government, equality of the vote, secret of the vote, run for office
-You can have all the civil rights without political rights
-John Locke one of the most influential liberal philosopher

Economic Liberalism
-Basic condition of economic liberalism is limited government; the government must either not intervene or must be as limited as possible
-The basic condition is private property; the property of land, house, manufacture and money is that if someone has property they worked for it 
-Even if there is limited government role there must be a government; the idea of private property and contract rests on the idea of law and government that will uphold this and settle disputes 
-That government also needs money; they get this through taxation but at the center of economic liberalism then if the government will tax you then they must be able to choose them (no taxation without representation)
-Economic liberalism is based on personal profit-seeking 
-It is also based on competition; the idea that we as worker we improve how we do things in order to stay in business which will benefit the society and the world 
-Based on free labour – liberals were keep in stopping slavery (objected on the grounds that 1) were human beings thus one human shouldn’t own another 2) free labour is cheaper than the slave due to the clothes, food, etc.) 

Classical Liberalism and Reform Liberalism
-Liberalism can be divided into two categories: classical and reform liberalism
-Classical Liberalism
Negative freedom – freedom from constraint and domination (by state or government)
-Equality of rights in the law are sufficient (they believe were equal based on the law)
-Not necessarily democratic 
Reform Liberalism 
-Idea of positive freedom (in order to be free it is more than getting government out of your business argued that if you are poor you probably are not free because you have no time for political or civil rights)
-Freedom to achieve and to realize themselves as individuals 
-T H Green responding to the impacts in England (social impacts of industrialization in the 1800s) he proposed policies to be adopted 
-This turned into the welfare state in the 1920s 
-The point of this is to provide equality of chances (some social services, improve working conditions, no child labour, etc)
-Eventually this gave us universal suffrage 

2. Conservatism (classical version)


Historical Context to Conservatism
-Response and resistance to liberalism 
-The main issue of liberalism is the individual is at the center of everything (they don’t need to concern themselves with others)
-Individualism is bad because it breaks down society
-Responded very heavily to the French Revolution, 1789 problem was it had a radical conception of liberty – in order to create country out of France was to remove those that objected 
-It was also a response to industrialization & mechanization (objected to new economic system)
-Fear of dislocation of society 
-Not against change or progress but is worried about what the current system will be replaced with 
-Another aspect of conservatism is the role of Christianity: two views of man one that man is created by god and has the potential to know good; the other view is of mans original sin 

The Importance of the Natural Order
-Society must follow the natural order; creation 
-Not necessarily environmentalists, however they believe man is one part of creation
-Society is organic; society is an organism that must work together for the organism to continue living
-Society exists when each person and groups fulfils function 
-There is a moral order where people have duties to obey to superiors in the natural social order (i.e. wife to husband, tenant to landlord)
-There are also moral absolutes 
-It is also necessary to have law, order and punishment if you have moral absolutes
-Conservatives also believe in tradition and it is what provides us order 

Inequality is Natural
-Inequality is fundamental to conservatism 
-People are born in different social orders that determine what you will do
-To each person and group has its own function and duties in the natural order 
-Trying to change this or to force equality can be tyrannical 
-This is a hierarchy that is top-down in politics starting from the pope or god to the subjects however the economics is a bottom – up wealth moves from peasants all the way to kings and popes 



[bookmark: _GoBack]
Neo-conservatism: combing conservatism & classical liberalism
-Neo-conservatism is a combination or classical conservatism and liberalism
-Someone that accepts large chunks of individualism and capitalism 
-Is a classical liberalism in the terms of status of individuals and economics but has strong elements of conservatism in social matters 
-More emphasis on duties than rights (liberal would put rights before duties)
-Early 1970s reaction of the welfare state 
-Social conservatism: very clear views of abortion, family, and the possibility or not of equality. They believe that people are unequal however they should be allowed to seek wealth
-Very keen on authority 
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