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Sept 13th - Authority and Legitimacy 

Explaining Obedience and Conformity
-We live most of our lives obeying some form of command; also repeat commands
-Most conform to expectations or prevailing and pre-existing ideas
[bookmark: _GoBack]-People that conform understand the authority and legitimacy of higher or rules

Authority and Legitimacy
-Authority: person, group or institution that has or exercises power (person who rules, however, it requires more than just a figure to rule. Ruling also requires legitimacy)
-Legitimacy: recognition of the right to rule of a person, group or institution. Appropriateness of obedience to them 
-Legitimate authority: person, group or institution whose rule & opinions we accept 
-According to Max Weber there is 3 different types of legitimate authority

Sources of legitimate Authority 1: Tradition
-Institutions & ways of acting

Sources of Legitimate Authority 2: Charisma 
-Legitimacy granted to an individual
-Perception of unique qualities that draws group in
	-supernatural
	-engaging
	-unique competence
-This charisma can be cultivated or scripted – may not necessarily be natural but an image 
-This form of authority is unstable and typically falls out of favour or they are not replaced after death 

Sources of Legitimate Authority 3: Rationality & Legality
-In this case, we obey an authority based on the rules & procedures
-The authorities we obey typically have the knowledge or the skills and have acquired position through rules & fair process
-Their rules are drawn on reason and logic
-If you do not have rules, then this is arbitrary rule
-When you have a rationality or legality you are not obeying person, but the rules
	-Leaders thus are constrained by rules and are chosen by process
-There is stability in this system as the rules and procedures are known and persist through time 
-The downfall in these 3 types of authority is when people obey regardless of whether they believe it is right or wrong

Milgram’s behavioural Study of Obedience 
-Explored the fact that we typically follow or obey
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