The Family
 Understanding the family
· The family is a social system
· Most important function is to socialize with children
· Family is a network of reciprocal relationships
· Parents influence children and children influence parents
· Nuclear family
· Mother and father
· Extended family
· Beyond immediate(grandparents and cousins etc).
· Characteristics of family system
· Constantly developing dynamic
· Structured and how it works (dynamic)
· Embedded within larger culture 
· *culture changes overtime 
· Changes in larger culture
· Single adults
· Later marriage
· Women’s employment
· Divorce ; remarriage
· Poverty
· Dimensions of parenting
· Acceptance/ responsiveness
· Warmth 
· Demandingness/ control
· Limits, supervision
· Parenting (baumrinds)
·  Authoritarian –high expectations, rules
· Authoritative- communication, reasoning, mediocre demand
· Permissive- low expectations, rare discipline
· Maccoby & martin added * uninvolved
· Behavioural control or psychological?
· Behavioural control leads to better outcomes 
· Parenting effects model
· Child effects model
· Transactional model
· Variations in child rearing
· SES effects (group trends)
· Cultural variations authoritarianism in Chinese and Canadian families
· Non-sense parenting in African – American families 
· Adolescents must achieve autonomy
· A new baby
· Sibling rivalry
· Sibling conflicts
· Marital conflicts
· Parental monitoring
· Equality of treatment
· Positive contributions
· Caretaking
· Emotional support
· Models and teachers
· Only children
· Positive self-esteem
· More obedient and intellectually competent
· Very good peer relations
· Adoptive families
· Most are highly successful
· Donor insemination families
· Well adjusted children
· Gay and lesbian families
· Myths
· Children well-adjusted
· Conflict before divorce
· Direct and indirect effects of marital discord
· Crisis and reorganization
· 1+ years of crisis
· Custodial issues
· Remarriage and blended families
· Complex versus simple stepparents
· Boys benefit more than girls
· 90% of child abuse are not reported
· Canada, 25% assaults
· 60% of all sexual assaults
· Likely to abuse
· Alcohol & drug problems
· Abusive relationships
· Parenting viewed as unpleasant
· Number of ecological factors play a role
· Social- contextual triggers of abuse
· High risk neighbourhoods
· Few community services
· Unemployment
· Cultural influences
· Acceptance of physical punishment
· Consequences for children
· Physical abuse
· Hostility, aggression
· Neglect
· Academic problems
· Lack of social competence
· Controlling abuse
· Parents :emotional support
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Children: good daycare. 
