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Poli-Sci Exam Review Questions 

1. State vs. Nation (compare and contrast)

Statehood According to Max Weber: 
1. Continuous administrative staff
2. Military establishments successfully monopolizing the use of violence
3. Financial taxation to support military and administration 
4. Territoriality clearly defined borders, or are they contested? 

State: A compulsory political association with continuous organization whose administrative staff successfully upholds a claim to the monopoly of legitimate use of force in the enforcement of its order within a given territorial area. 
· States are used to refer to democratic states with powerful institutional structures, the governing bodies of these states are called the administration 
Difference between state and government: 
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Nation: 
· Human communities united by a special sense of solidarity deriving from shared features which seeks, in the name of its solidarity, a distinct political status (generally autonomy or independence) 
· People who feel some kind of solidarity with one another (does not come with face to face relations) genesis behind it 
· Sharing cultural markers (common history, political institutions) 
· Congruent between the national and the political 
· Its members want a distinct political status (remain self-governing OR (nation within a state) they want some autonomy from the state or independence from the state) 

State: a formal legal and institutional unit vs. Nation: sociological 
· You can have many nations in one state 
· Relatively few genuine nation states 
· States can be multi-national (Canada, Spain, India, Nigeria, Ethiopia) 
Can be situations where one nation is divided amongst different states (one Arab nation divided between different states: Iraq, Egypt, Jordan)


2. Electoral system (Look at past midterm question) 

First Past the Post System (FPP): 
· Very simple 
· Country divided into ridings (geographic areas) 
· Citizens vote for a representative for their riding whoever gets the most votes wins 
· Winner takes a seat in the House of Commons 
· Whichever party has won most ridings in HofC could take over the government 
· CONS: 
· Favours big parties 
· Parties with geographical base, makes it easier to win ridings 
· Votes can be wasted
· Produces a two party or two party plus system (not all parties can get seats 
Proportional Relation System (PR): 
· Every vote counts 
· % of votes, directly relates to the % of seats 
· No ridings: a list of importance is submitted before hand 
· Represents more of the population 
· Favours national based systems 
· You vote for the party, not the leader 
· CONS: 
· More parties = greater chance of a coalition government
· Can be unstable is a coalition government is often formed


3. Ideology (conservatism/ liberalism) (Look at previous midterm question) 

Ideology: An ideology is a value or belief system that is socially constructed, possesses considerable scope, is formally articulated, internally consistent and durable. It serves both as a normative framework for understanding politics and as a guide for political action.  The various meanings of the left-right continuum    

Basic tenets of Classic Liberalism 
1) Individuals are rational and self-interested: reasons, humans are fundamentally rational; exercise their reason to make choices, 
2) Freedom: most important value (freedom from=negative freedom)  
3) Limited and accountable government: distrust power, “power corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely”, fragmented and limited, divided, 
4) Equality of rights: all individuals should be equal before the law, no formal difference in status, 
5) Separation of Church and State: very suspicious of the influence of religion on society, liberals believe that in their private lives individuals can have the thoughts they want and adopt the behavior they want, but that no formal religious doctrine should penetrate the state an should inform policies.  
6) Free Market: the best economic system is capitalism. The political values of freedom should also operate in the economic area, the market knows better than government 

1) Order 
· Everybody has a place 
· Most important value 
· Without this, nothing else is possible 
· They like institutions that promote order (church, family, army)
· Law, order, security
2) Freedom as a potential danger 
· Freedom could lead to disorder 
3) Natural inequalities found among individuals must be recognized and accepted
· Not recognizing these inequalities can cause conflicts 
· Each person fits into their own social class and has expected roles 
4) Moral order 
· Is this right? Or is this wrong? 
· Same-sex marriage (conservatives look at right or wrong (religious texts, history) (assisted suicide, goes against sanctity of life, wrong) 
· The group (society, the nation) the cohesiveness and health of the group is important 
· 
5) The paternalistic state
· The state does have a right to play in society as a “father figure” that needs to define a moral behavior and promote moral conduct  
· Because people aren’t equal, the state needed to care for these people un able to help themselves 
· The state should act with compassion to help those in need 
· Stability 


4. Democracy and Authoritarianism
Democracy
· Connected to popular sovereignty (right to decide belongs with the people) 
· Inseparable from elections (very closely associated ) 
· Direct democracy/ participation (form of election) 
· Authoritarian regimes even use elections to legitimize their power (often unfair and rigged: intimidation to vote for one person or only one party is “legal” to be voted for) 
· Substantive democracy: seeing “how it is” and taking context into account 
· Procedural democracy: if you take X procedure, you are labeled as a democracy objective 
· Democracy (what do people want?) and liberalism (focus on rights) are separate 
· Without protection of rights, is it really a democracy? 
· Can produce systems that are un liberal EX: majority rules that bearded men are to be names as 2nd class citizens (un-liberal, but using democratic process it was rules as such) 
· Respect of rights: Rule of Law: everyone is equal before the law even the people who made the laws 
· Are elections FREE and FAIR (suffrage to everyone, voting is empowered) 
· Countries that have free and fair elections aren’t necessarily democratic (still problems with rule of law) 
· Government by Representation: we elect someone to represent our riding in the house of commons 
· VIEW ONE: they are elected to take into consideration our preferences and vote accordingly 
· VIEW TWO: we elect someone who we trust to make decisions on our behalf 
· Social Citizenship: is it part of democracy? 
· Social inequalities affect the idea of democracy and question equal rights before the law and the ability to freely vote 

Authoritarianism: 
· Authoritarian: the will is not exercised by the people, it is exercised by one person or a group of people 
· No change in government 
· We don’t really know much about why they are so resilient 
· Able to survive because they employ a lot of force and violence 
· The reality is not that simple: the threat of force is ultimately crucial but not the only factor 
· Develop of a form of legitimacy for some people: using methods that aren’t overly coercive or violent controlling information and discourse (media, education, television): sending messages about external and internal enemies 
· North Korea

5. Nationalism and Nation

Ethnic and Civil Nationalism: 
· Democratic
· Binding together Canadians through commonality can do positive things 
· Civic: “good nationalism” gives the opportunity to choose your nation 
· Ethnic: can be very exclusive backwards 
· Historical prototypical nation is France: issues with respect to equality of opportunity (Arab and Muslim background) 
· Ethnic: Germany 
· Hard to think of a nation without special opportunities for certain people 
How does Nationalism Work? 

Primordialism/ ethno-symbolism 
· Some communities seem to have cultural differences 
· better to explain why people believe in the nation 
· why are some people willing to die for their nation?? 
· Cultures symbols and narratives
· Nation exist because human beings have a need for them: feel bound to people who are like them (or who they are told are like them) 

The role of institutions (structuralism) 
· Nations aren’t natural at all
· They are created by the state and its institutions 
· They take a modernist view 

Instrumentalism 
· The nation that is something used by political elites to gain political power 
· Political approaches to politics that will make them successful 
· Nationalism is an instrument/tool to manipulate people 
· Using nationalism to put forward their own agenda 
· Instrumentalism explains why followers follow?? 

The Nation: 
· Human communities united by a special sense of solidarity deriving from shared features which seeks, in the name of its solidarity, a distinct political status (generally autonomy or independence) 
· People who feel some kind of solidarity with one another (does not come with face to face relations) genesis behind it 
· Sharing cultural markers (common history, political institutions) 
· Congruent between the national and the political 
· Its members want a distinct political status (remain self-governing OR (nation within a state) they want some autonomy from the state or independence from the state) 

Where did the Nation come from? 
· There are two answers 
One school of thought MODERISM 
· Before modernization (creation of states), nationalism could not exist because there was no way for people to have solidarity without face to face relations 
· Nations as imagined community 
Second school of though PRIMORDIALISM
· The nation is ancient: an organic entity, not something that is constructed 
· What is shared between individuals has naturally a subjective and political meaning 
· Its open ended 
· The one that justifies and supports their claims for autonomy and independence 
· Basic units of the world 
· Primarily ethnic and cultural 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Loyalty that derives from shared kin 

Some Confusion…

State: a formal legal and institutional unit vs. Nation: sociological 
· You can have many nations in one state 
· Relatively few genuine nation states 
· States can be multi-national (Canada, Spain, India, Nigeria, Ethiopia) 
· Can be situations where one nation is divided amongst different states (one Arab nation divided between different states: Iraq, Egypt, Jordan) 

Nation vs. Ethnic Group: common cultural markers 
· Ethnic groups are specific to developing countries 
· Nation is politically associated with positive things (freedom) 
· Ethnic groups have a negative connotation (tight-knit community, excluding outsiders, violence) 
· Ethnic group: this type of solidarity in an ethnic group stems from face to face relations an extended family. Exists on a smaller scale 
· Nation operates on a large scale, members of one nation feel a sense of solidarity towards one another 
· Nation is a self aware ethnic group 
· People who have chosen to move to a different place (Lebanese of Ottawa) are often considered ethnic groups 




6. Globalization
Globalization: 
· The increased integration and internalization of economic affairs facilitated by rapid technological changes in information gathering and communications 
· Increases in international economic integration, spurred on by the rapid international flows of trade, investments and information
· The forces that are transforming political and cultural landscaped both at national and international levels

Economic Dimensions: 
· Some argue that it is nothing new (international connectedness has always existed) 
· Others distinguish today’s era of globalization by the intensity and scope of worldwide economic integration. 
· National economies have become integrated through trade linkages, cross border financial flows, international production (through treaties) 
· World Trade Organization (WTO)*
· International Monetary Fund (IMF)* 
· World Bank* 
· *Most important institutions in economic affairs 
· Multinational or Transnational Corporations (cheaper labor) 
· What about the developing countries being exploited in this???
State Sovereignty: 
· Some argue that a global economy shifts political authority from the state to global finance and corporate capital 
· Globalization has eroded the three important state powers: defense, finance, welfare
· Defense: war is less rational (because countries are economically tied on a global level)
· Finance: most states (except the US) do not have the means to create their own currency constrained by global market forces when setting interest rates and things like that 
· Welfare: programs and services associated with the welfare state are in jeopardy because countries want to create a favorable investment climate (tax to pay for these programs is not desirable because multinational corporations do not want to have to pay these taxes) 
Welfare State: 
· Main objectives of a modern welfare state are to: reduce poverty, redistribute wealth, and to provide a social safety net (unemployment, ill health) 
· Many argue that globalization constrained the states ability to do this because national economic forces are able to undermine their ability to do this.  
· States want to keep taxes low to keep in line with the needs of the global market (taxes are needed to fund these welfare state associated projects) 
Globalization and Culture: 
· Will globalization lead to a universal culture or to greater cultural fragmentation? 
· As existing communities and cultures become increasingly interconnected, their values and ways of life are being redefined and homogenized, especially in urban centers. (such as China and Shanghai being distinguished from those found in North America) 
· Hope that globalization will gradually erode cultural barriers that have traditional divided peoples around the world (leading to a more peaceful world) 
Global Civil Society:
· The ability of national governments to influence decisions at the international and national levels diminishes, the ability to protect the political and civil rights of their citizens. 
· The ability of nation-states to administer the economic and social affairs of their citizens has been challenged by globalization and the emergence of supranational decision-making bodies. 
· International economic pressures make it very difficult for national governments to maintain and protect citizenship rights long associated with the welfare provisions and entitlements. 

7. Federalism and Federation (Look at past midterm question) 
Federalism as a principle: unity and diversity.
· Societies can be better governed if they are governed with different levels of government, each having their own sovereignty 
· Self rule (provincial rule) and shared rule (matters involving both deferral and provincial) 
· Reconciling unity and diversity 
· Independence an interdependence 

2) Federations: - the levels of governments are sovereign in the their jurisdictions and this division of power is in the Constitution - amending formula involves federated units.
· Very few states are federations
· Over 40% of people live in federated states 
· Very good for governing states with large populations 
· The division of powers between the levels of government is written into a constitutions (much more difficult to amend if it is written in a constitution) 
· Amending formula: involves the consent of the federal government, but also the majority of the constituents (provinces) 
· Some countries aren’t federationsbut some use some federal principles (EU, Scotland, Ireland) 

8. Democracy, authoritarianism, totalitarianism
· The lines between them are not always distinguishable 
· Some democracies have elections (mostly free and fair) but there are human rights abuses (media: freedom of speech) 
· Example: Russia (can be considered as an illiberal democracy) 
Authoritarian: the will is not exercised by the people, it is exercised by one person or a group of people 
· No change in government 
Totalitarian: extreme form of authoritarian regime 
· Seeks to change society is a “pre-thought” way 
· Uses terror to make change 
· Totalitarian regime will not let you just stand by: you will have to show your support to your regime (Nazi Regime, Soviet Union) 
· You need to fit in: or you can disappear 
· Most concerned with political power 

9. Waves of Democratization

1st wave: late 19th early 20th century Canada, Australia, Western Europe 
· what was crucial about this was that the process was quite long: liberalization.
· These states really became liberal before they became democratic 
2nd wave: right after WWII in the 1970’s 
· Germany, Japan, Italy
· Democratic success is sometimes surprising just like for Germany 
· “Reverse wave” lasted until 1975 because many of the democratizations (India, colonies of Africa) did not last. 
3rd Wave: late 1970s Greece, Portugal, Spain (Southern Europe) GLOBAL RESURGENCE 
· no experience with democracy before 
· came with changes in regimes 
4th Wave??: Arab Spring 
· may be the last wave, because they are the last countries left that are not democratic 


10. Majoritarian, consociation democracy
· Majority: made by majority rule (what we are used to) not always a good idea
· majority of the people should be responsible for governing 
· Consociation: democracy by consensus (decisions by consensus, no majority: winner takes all) 
· Government belongs to and must be practiced by as many people as possible. 
· BUT, majority is needed to recognize flaws in the system to improve upon them 
· Power Sharing democracy (consociation): equal number of ministers for each group involves
· Representation from both sides 
· Understanding of power share
· Both groups understand that they do not govern as a majority, they were govern conjointly ( parties represent all major groups in society at times, sharing of cabinet positions across those groups) 


11. 3 rights of citizenship

Rights and responsibilities 
a. At the heart of citizenship
b. Rights in liberal-democratic states are central; few rights in authoritarian regimes 
c. Responsibilities: obey laws, implicit pledge to follow rules, serving your country (often times via military service but not the only way), etc. 
d. Civil rights
i. Protection against the state  
e. Political rights
i. Right to vote and demonstrate, participate in politics
f. Social rights
i. Right to a minimal support from the state (not the state’s job to find you a job or supply total income, but must provide enough to survive if necessary), healthcare, etc. 
ii. Very strong in Canada, weak in the USA 

12. European Union
Objectives: 
· Create a stable and peaceful Europe through economic integration
· Create a free trade system to generate prosperity in Europe 
*The UK has an interesting relationship still with the EU. They are not seen as completely European (having ties to the USA) and are not seen as completely loyal  (France vetoed their entry in 1963) 
Governing Institutions: 
1. European Council: 
· Bi-annual meetings of all the member states discuss and negotiate large decisions and issues 
· NO power to pass laws 
· Sets the political direction (political agenda) 
· Deals with complex and sensitive issues
· 
2. Council of Ministers 
· Main decision makers for all EU directives and regulations 
· Sectorial councils: made up of relevant ministers of each member state 
· Unanimity is not needed if something is important enough and other states agree, some things may be put in place against a states will 
3. European Parliament: 
· Legislative branch
· Voter turnout is low 
· Scrutinizing other institutions to make sure that they run democratically
· Pass laws 
4. European Commission: 
· Powerful bureaucracy different commissioners 
· Negotiates treaties on behalf of the states (states don’t negotiate individually) 
· Puts out directives to the states follows up to make sure that each state is complying with the directions 
· Thinks about the EU as a whole (not specific needs/wants of each member state)  
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