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Globalization and Policing

Lifestyle change since WW2
· Mass consumption
· TV’s, Cars and suburbia
· Pop culture as big business
· The desire for more freedom
· High education and international tourism
· Social justice
· Civil Rights Movement
· Splinters off into different groups (feminism)
· Anti-war movements 
· Gay rights movement

What is a social problem? 
· C. Wright Mills distinguished between personal troubles and public issues. 
· Definition: Sociologists consider a social problem to be an alleged situation that is incompatible with the values of a significant number of people who agree that action is needed to alter the situation. (i.e. Battle of Seattle, 1989). 

Factors contributing to globalization 
· Time and Space: “Compression of the world” (Robertson 1992: 8)
· Cultures and societies being squeezed together.
· Pre-modern societies – concrete localities 
· Evolution in transportation: the linking of technology to economic change
· Rise of the Nation State
· Westerphalian ideals of the 1700s 
· Rise of Transnational Entities 
· WTO, IMF, World Bank, Interpol 
· Pax Americana 
Proto-Globalization 
· Previously failed attempts to embrace all of humanity 
· Failed due to:
· Was not wholly incorporating
· People lacked knowledge or was tainted 
· Narrows views civilized and barbarians 
· Ethnocentricity 
· One-way transmissions of culture 

Conceptualizing a sociology of globalization 
· Modernity
· The divide between pre-modern and modern societies 
· The shift towards industrialism and emphasis upon predictability 
· Reflexivity 
· Neo-liberalism
· Rise during the 1970s, after 2 recessions. 
· Samuel Huntington writes a paper called the ‘Clash of Civilizations’, proposes neo-liberalism to solve the recessions.
· Keynesian economics = equal taxation (rich pay more than poor, creating a ‘social safety net’). By the 1970s, the State begins to go poor due to these policies, says Huntington (who then proposes neo-liberalism). 
· Foucault and disciplining the individual 
· Factors leading to the rise of Neo-liberalism
· Facets of Neo-liberalism 
· The need for free markets/ free trade (NAFTA)
· Reduction in government regulation
· Move towards privatization (Walkerton incident = polluted waters results in deaths)
· Budget cuts by governments (police hiring freezes result in crime rate increase)
· Criminological standpoint: responsibilizing yourself (community-based policing, Neighbourhood Watch)

Defining Globalization
· A social process in which the constraints of geography on economic, political, social and cultural arrangements recede, in which people become increasingly aware that they are receding and in which people act accordingly. Waters (2001:5)
· Globalization may be thought of initially as the widening, deepening and speeding up of worldwide interconnectedness in all aspects of contemporary social life, from the cultural to the criminal, the financial to the spiritual. Held et al (1999:2). 
· Globalization can be conceived as a process (or set of processes) which embodies a transformation in spatial organization of social relations and transactions expressed in transcontinental or interregional flows and networks of activity, integration and power (Held et al, 1999). 
· Northern Hemisphere controls trade 

(Hyper) Globalist Thesis (Held et al)
· According to some globalizers, some kinds of technology, market relations and standardized cultural forms have become so powerful that states – or even political actors generally – have been weakened and marginalized and borders have become, more or less, irrelevant. (Kenneth, 1995)
· A form of ‘turbo-capitalism’ (World capitalism) 
· What is the qualitative shift occurring in the spatial organization and dynamics of a new global capitalist formation. 
· Move towards denationalization of strategic economic activities. (transferring national powers to corporations)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Nation states have become modes of economic organization and regulation since they can no longer effectively manage or regulate their own national economies (outsourcing to cheaper factory locations in other countries, providing wages that aren’t even at subsistence levels). 
· End of the welfare state and social democracy 
· Conclusion: autonomy and sovereignty of nation-states have been eclipsed by contemporary processes of economic globalization. 

Sceptical Thesis 
· What is the global in globalization? (Hirst: 1997)
· Lacks specificity 
· Too broad, cannot be operationalized, can be misleading
· Suggests that globalization is primarily a phenomenon which is confined to select states (Internet usage) 
· Not a global economy but rather several major economic/ political blocs (North America, Eurasian, EU, etc.) 
· “Turbo-capitalism” the end of the nation-state/ welfare state is overstated
· We are not seeing a new world order but a return to pre-cold war geo-politics where the most powerful states/ social forces have consolidated their global dominance 
· The sceptical thesis charges, the hyperglobalists with ignoring the continued primacy/strength of nation-state. 

Transformationalist thesis
· Globalization also involves the spatial re-organization and re-articulation of economic, political, military and cultural power (Held et al, 1999)
· The central question should be about power. 
· Globalization can be understood as a transformational process of human social organization which extends power relations globally. (Where there is power, there is resistance. Foucault: 72). 
· A world in where developments in one locality has the ability to shape the life in other parts of the world
· Globalization is extremely unequal in its embrace and impact – it can divide as well as integrate 
· Globalization may mean a shrinking world for some but for the majority it creates a distancing of power relations. (Creation of a have and have-not world). 
· Globalization should be understood as a multifaceted (liquid) process not reduced to an economic logic
· Recognize that this is not a new phenomena but rather a process which has a long history, however this contemporary manifestation has distinctive characteristics. 
· Cultural hegemony (Hollywood), political influence over other countries 
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