Final Assignment 

Due: December 3 (in class or via email)

20% of Final Grade

The final assignment is a 6 to 8 page essay (not including bibliography) on the original topic you chose in your proposal. Like classical essay format, the paper should be built around a central question and a thesis statement approved by the instructor.  
More specifically, your paper should include: 
Title
Introduction: A succinct and short description of what your paper is about, your research topic, question, your approach (i.e. how you made your research, where you gathered your material) and your thesis statement. Not more than 1 page. 
Literature Review and Method: What are the existing studies are saying about your research question? Discuss why these sources are important for answering your question. Also discuss their limitations. 
Method is a short section where you state where your research material comes from. You have to explain this part well. The aim of this section is to show what method of research you employed in building your arguments. 
This section should not be more than 1 pages in total.
Analysis: This is the part where you start developing your points that support your thesis statement. Limit yourself with maximum of three substantial points that you can argue strongly and make sure each of these points have a clear connection to your thesis statement. At the end of this section, show how your points support your thesis statement. This is the central and the most important part of your essay.
Note: What’s an argument? An argument consists of facts or statements put forth as evidence--a reason to accept the writer's thesis.  All papers must have an argument, presenting a flowing, logical stream of information to back up your thesis.  An argument is the sum of connections drawn between the bits of evidence that demonstrate your thesis. A successful argument identifies relevant evidence and connects these with each other for your reader.  In writing you need to show your reader the course of your thinking that led you to your conclusions. 
Conclusion: This section is where you summarize your findings and reiterate your main points. Do not include new information, facts or perspectives in this section. Do not make sweeping generalizations or overarching arguments in this section. Just repeat your main argument and your main findings supporting the statement. This section should not be more than 1 page. 

Additional Information: 

Format: The body of your essay will be a minimum of six and a maximum of eight double- spaced pages, 12-point font, 1" margins, excluding references and title page. Use a separate title page with your name and chosen essay title, and start your reference list on a new page.
Citations: In academic writing, anything that is not general knowledge, but rather comes from your reading (in this course or outside of it), and everything/idea that is distinctively the work of a particular person gets a citation.

The citation is placed in the text immediately after the material used. This is the case whether an actual quote is given, or whether you are just giving credit to an author for information or an idea.  The citation should include the author and date, and in many cases, a page number.  You always need the page number if you are using a quote or specific data.  You can use just the author and date if you are referring to a general idea that occurs throughout the work. If you actually quote material from a source, be sure to use quotation marks.  Quotes longer than two lines must be block indented and single spaced, and in that case no quotation marks are used.

Use quotes sparingly, limiting their use to particularly apt statements that are ideal for the point you wish to make.  For the most part, you should be paraphrasing the materials you read; that is, you should re-state the points in your own words.  This involves more than just changing a few words or omitting portions of a sentence.  Such changes are tantamount to plagiarism, However, even well-paraphrased material should be cited, as shown in the examples above and below.
Writing and Grammar: Read your paper before you submit it. Make corrections and check spelling. 
RUBRIC:  

	
	FULL MARK:
	

	RESEARCH QUESTION: 
Coverage of Topic –Focus, Clarity and Presentation of Research Question
	Question is adequately presented. It is focused, clear and relevant.
	 /3 

	LITERATURE REVIEW and METHOD:

Coverage of relevant secondary literature and discussion of information gathering process
	Paper shows research of secondary literature and student’s ability to choose and discuss resources relevant to the research question. Method shows awareness of tools used in finding evidence and data for the analysis. 
	/3

	ARGUMENT and THESIS STATEMENT: Quality of Ideas/Insights and Strength of Arguments
	Discussion of material is insightful and critical. Analysis is consistent and clear. Points are supported with relevant material; connections are meaningful and argument is strong. 
	/7 

	SOURCES: Use of Appropriate Material and Citation

	Material relevant to the topic are utilized. Citation and referencing are proper and consistent. 
	/2 

	ORGANIZATION: flow of the paper, sections and presentation of information
	Ideas within the paper are presented clearly; they are easily understood by the reader. Paragraphs are organized in a logical manner. Sections are in appropriate length and follow the instructions
	/3 

	WRITING: Grammar, Mechanics, Spelling, Sentence Structure, Page Limit and Format Requirements
	The paper has few grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. Sentences are complete and are of an appropriate length. Direct quotations are referenced. (No need for proper citations or bibliography.) Format requirements are followed.
	/2 

	TOTAL
	
	/20 

	
	
	


