Linguistics Final Exam Review – Psycholinguistics

· Speak at a rate of roughly 3-4 words a second
· Select words from the 60000 that they know
· Speech signal does not come segmented into words
· Spoken communication:
· Language is ambiguous
· Have to work out how to join words together as intended
· Have to resolve vagueness
· Anaphoric relations between pronouns and their antecedents (things they stand for)
· Humans only have a limited working memory to use to parse strings into structures
· Dependences between constituents can span several words
· Imposes severe constraints on the amount of structural complexity that a parsable sentence can contain
· We must have strategies or heuristics for helping us relate messages to sounds while not overstretching our limited cognitive resources
· Heuristics like these are fallible
· Our grammar allows a particular interpretation of a sentence in principle, but we cannot parse the sentence that way
· Some grammatical sentences feel unacceptable, just because they are unparseable 
· Lexical access
· “How quickly we are able to find words in our lexicon”
· We can accurately match a sound with a stored lexeme several times a second
· Lexicon must be organized in some way
· Speech errors
· “spoonerism”: when you accidentally switch around elements of speech
· Frequency – people judge body to be a word quicker than coma
· Recency – words which have been accessed more recently can be accessed again quicker
· Semantic relatedness – doctor primes nurse, etc.
· Some syntactic structure are unparseable because they require us to keep track of too much at once
· centre-embedding
· some cases where the sentence should be simple to parse, but we still fail to parse
· The horse raced past the barn fell.
· Completely grammatical even though it doesn’t feel like it
· Raced has lexical ambiguity
· Could be a main verb or passive participle
· Passives
· Have one less argument than corresponding actives
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ate is transitive, eaten is intransitive
· Have different verb forms (ate and eaten – eaten is a passive participle)
· Main clause strategy
· Treat the first NP + V ( + NP) sequence as the main clause of the sentence
· Processing is partly incremental
· Would be much easier to figure out that a possible parse wouldn’t work if we waited till the end of the sentence
· Commit to one parse before we’re 100% sure it’s the right one
· Reanalysis comes at a cost
· Parsing strategies
· Minimal attachment
· Build the structure with the fewest nodes
· Late closure
· Attach new words as low as possible in the structure
· 
