ESSAY 1 Worksheet

[Bring this completed worksheet plus your chosen advertisements to class on September 29. During the workshop, ensure that your instructor initials your worksheet. Hand the initialed worksheet in with the essay.
This assignment is mandatory. If you do not do it, you will lose 5 marks from the grade for essay 1.
Note: The worksheet is a planning tool designed to help you clarify your ideas and approach for essay 1. You will not receive direct feedback on it. If you are worried that your approach is not good, consult your workshop instructor by email by September 25.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
You can use this file (i.e. essay1_worksheet_ENG1100OO&JJ.doc) as a template. Type your response in the field labeled “click here to enter text.” You only need write a few sentences for each question, but be sure your answers are clear and focused. To save paper, delete this descriptive text that appears in square brackets.]

Name: Click here to enter text
Student number:Click here to enter text.
 
1. What is the general topic I am writing about? You will probably pick a topic from the choices given on the handout (e.g., How advertising “sells daydreams” or How advertising defines masculinity).

Click here to enter text

2. How will I narrow this topic down? For example, if you have chosen “How advertising perpetuates racial and sexual stereotypes” as your topic, you now have to narrow it down much further. You will need to limit yourself to one racial group, for example. You will then need to narrow it even more by picking a specific type of product. You might end up with something like “how people from Newfoundland are depicted in three advertisements for beer” or ”how women are depicted in three advertisements for cleaning products."  Make sure you narrow far enough. In general, the narrower, the better.

Click here to enter text.

3. What advertisements shall I choose? For this question, you need to find the ads you will use and list them using the proper bibliographic reference (check the textbook if in doubt about how to do this). If the ads are print ads, attach copies to your worksheet. If not, bring an electronic version if possible (e.g., You Tube video). Note: all you need to put in this field is a list of the ads you will use.

Click here to enter text.


4. What do I expect to find when I analyze the ads? This is the spot to state a hypothesis about the ads (your tentative thesis). For example “I expect to find that people from Newfoundland are depicted as eccentric in an attractive way," or "I expect to find that women are depicted as too busy to waste time on cleaning."  You will refine your hypothesis as you go along (sometimes, after analyzing the ads, you will find the opposite of what you expect). Your hypothesis, after modification and refinement, will become the thesis of your essay.

Click here to enter text.

5. What features of the advertisements will I focus on? Write a few sentences briefly describing how you will argue that the ads fit with your tentative thesis. For example “I will focus on showing how the language in these ads evokes the idea of malnutrition and starvation. The images also subtly support this theme.”

Click here to enter text.
 
6. What difficulties (if any) do I foresee in writing about this topic or these ads? 

Click here to enter text.

