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Class Notes
Occult


· Hidden from plain view, common access, but those who have the right training, knowledge can access, dangerous until trained. Occulted information ex. kosher symbol
Magic (k)
· Sleight of hand
· Magical women still biased from magical career from past witch burning, etc. 
· Magic (k) Invented by Alistar to differentiate from energy, ESP, occult and entertainment
· Like electricity, not seen but only sees impact
· A force in the universe which people who are properly trained can utilise
Shaman= Witch Doctors
· Tungus, people of Siberia "One who interacts with Spirits"
Abrahamic Faiths
· Judith, Christianity, Islam
· Profit Abraham
· People of the book
Witch
· Anthropological
· Isn't religion, witch doctor, shaman
· Historical definition
· Pact w/ devil, witch craze, 1450s-1700s
· Religionist- to describe their modern spirituality
· Self-identification, pre-Christian Western Euro 
· Feminist/ Goddess worship
· Satanism (neo-Satanism)
Anthropological Definition
· This isn't religion, not real, witch doctor, shaman

Historical Definition
· Western European, post medieval history, after the 1400's
· Classic historical view of witch pacts w/ devil, evil, mostly women
· Lasted 200-250 years it was believed
· Witch craze/ burning times was late 1400s, 1600s was a craze
· Allegations of innocent people, hangings
· Witch hunting manual was printed and the pope told the people 
· Exam question example
· The witch burnings happened during the middle ages, true or false (FALSE)
Religionist Definition
· Self identification
· Modern neo pagans, earth based
· Subtext: they are practicing pre-Christian Western European religion
· Wiccan- used because witch is shocking
Feminist Definition/ Goddess Worship
· Female divine focuses
· Used as a political term, political criticism, no man can control, etc
· No place in Abrahamic faiths, wanted to explore other feminist approach= goddess worship
Satanism
· Self identification
· Post 1960s, no proof until then
· Clear worldview, no devil control
· Satan as a metaphor, a concept, of power and self enlightenment
· Representation of trickster, powerful divinities
· Wish fulfillment from these divinities
· Not like the historical definition
Cosmology, mythology, axiology
· Mythology
· Muthos (words- many layers, meanings, etc), Logos (words- Clear & concrete, ex. book)
· Study of sacred texts/ words
· Ex. Sacred religious texts = muthos
· Understood & believed as true and real to the people of that faith
· Unlike commonly used "myth" as meaning false
· Only last 100 years the texts became literal
· Cosmology
· Cosmos, universe world, World-view
· Derived from sacred mythology/ narrative
· World-view is applied from mythology
· How we frame our lives, what we eat, human views, living things, what it means to each person, what's sacred, time, death
· Different interpretations, sects, etc. 
· Ex. Baptist, Mormon, catholic, etc.
· Axiology
· Axes of earth's core, center point
· Study of center point of believe
· Implementation of world views
· values
· How you live your life, is there a hierarchy imbedded in a spiritual?
· Examples
· Abortion
· Mythology- god creates all life
· Cosmology- god makes life when sperm meets egg
· Axiology- therefore abortion is murder

Stein and Stein: Chapter 1
Anthropology
· Study of humanity
· holism (studying societies as a whole)
· Physical- human biology and evolution
· Archaeology- physical and cultural remains
· Linguistics- study of language
· Cultural- human societies and culture
Participant Observation
· Study over long period of time
· Lives with societies	
· Ethnography- Descriptive study of human society
Emic and Etic
· Etic (outside perspective)
· Ethnocentrism: using your own society as a base to judge
· Emic (through the eyes of the ppl)
· Cultural relativism: describe and understand but don't judge
Culture
· Knowledge, belief, art, morals, laws, customs, capabilities, habits
· All aspects of human experience
Defining religion
· Analytic: way it manifests itself or is expressed
· Functional: Role that religion plays socially & psychologically
· Essentialist: What essential nature of religion is, beyond natural
Theoretical Approaches
· Evolutionary
· When and how religion began and how it evolved
· Natural consequence of human nature
· Primitive people religions were simpler times
· Animism: belief in ghosts and spirit
· Animatism: belief in supernatural force
· Marxist Approach
· Religion is constructed by powerful people, to divert people from the misery of their lived
· Means of compensation
· Way to get people to go along with capitalist structure
· Functional Approach
· What does religion do
· Magic provides certainty in otherwise uncertain
· Interpretive Approach
· Make sense of cultural systems by studying meaning
· Cluster of symbols that have meaning
· Psychosocial approach
· Relationship between culture and personality
· Society vs. the individual
Theory of mind
· Religion is the by-product of the functioning of evolution of the human brain
· Brain creates new realities
· Infers purpose, goals, intention, design throughout the universe

September 10th, 2014
Class Notes
Culture
· Certain beliefs, religious, shared among a group of people
· Not biologically programmed
· Race, religion, language, nationality- social constructions
Othering
· How you make someone dangerous , unlawful, needs to be removed
· Based on nationality, race, language
· 1st step toward genocide, war, langism
Ritual
· Do not have to be religious
· Groups of acts and/or words done together in groups for an outcome/ effect
· Could just be superstitious actions
Teachings: ways to act, be, the land, etc
· Myth: Sacred origin stories
· Legend: Stories about small things
· Folk Tale: Non true, with small teachings
Witch
· Portrayed as old/appears young; cast spells; unmarried; evil; Satan; title is applied to her (male version: warlock)- 'waer loga' oath breaker
Magician/ wizard
· Male; old; unmarried; good; learnt; self choice (no real woman variation)
· 'Magi' - wise men
Sorcerer/ess
· Both male/ female; no age; good/bad; specialized knowledge; heredity; teaching; could be applied or self proclaimed, cause & effect type of magic; non typical characteristics (physical)
Immanent
· Where a people believe divine is located
· Views divine as in the world, embedded
Transcendent
· Above, away, not embedded
· Abrahamic faiths primarily view this with some exceptions
Covenant Agreement
· Between 2 equal partners
· Ancient Israel, deal with the divine (aka. God)
· 1st ever 2 way agreement

Stein and Stein: Chapter 2: Mythology
Worldview is expressed through stories
Myths
· Factual, supernatural, sacred, human or non human, remote past or another world
· Sacred stories of origin and humankind
· Existence and activities of gods and spirits
· Origin of human traditions, Nature of death and illness
· How to behave, distinguish from good and evil
· Recount real historical events, Provide a basis for religious beliefs and practices
Written or Oral
· Written
· Stable through time
· Changes deliberately through translations or interpretations
· Oral
· Recited and performed by specialist
· Unconsciously altered
· Long and complex
Interpreting myths
· Functional analysis
· Myths seen as forces that help to maintain society
· Structural
· Focuses on underlying structure of myths
· Psychoanalytic
· Symbolically expressing unconscious wishes
Common themes
· Who we are, why we are here, what is out relationship to the world
· Birth metaphor
· World born from a god or goddess or by creation out of chaos
· Trickster Myths
· Part human, part animal
· Adventure seekers, pleasure seeker
· Lazy, dishonest, impulsive
· Responsible for creating or bringing into the world many elements
· Hero myths
· Stories about culture heroes who, through knowledge and mastery of skills, bring about marvelous results
· Apocalyptic myths
· Destruction of the world, an apocalypse
· Floods, past and future apocolypse
Stories
· Myths
· Factual, supernatural, sacred, human or non human, remote past or another world
· Folktales
· Secular, not sacred, meant to entertain, supernatural elements, a moral, independent of time and space
· Legends
· True, recent past, may or may not have supernatural, can be sacred or secular
· Urban legends
· Really happened, contemporary, friend of a friend

Encyclopedia "Goddess"

· Female empowerment
· Main focus of rituals for neo-pagans
· Oldest worshiped: The Earth Mother (Gaia), does not rule the world, she is the world
· From 35,000 B.C.E.- 4000 B.C.E. Goddess was supreme, Old Europe, Idyllic period
· Around 4000 B.C.E., warrior nomad invasion
· Either destroyed Goddess, or asked to move
· Beginning of Patriarchy
· Earth Mother today
· 3 stages of female life cycle
· Waning moon: the crove, wise woman
· Full moon: mature woman, mother, birther
· Waxing moon: adolescent, Maiden

Encyclopedia "Reconstructing Celtic Spirituality in Europe

· Pagan groups now were invented out of nothing
· Euro perspective say they are the latest manifestation of native tradition of pagans before colonization
· Reasserting Pagan tradition is simply bringing back beliefs that exist in the background of modern life
· Europe is filled with reminders of the Pagan past
· Shrines, temples, statues
· Place names with indigenous deities
Paganism and neo-Paganism
· Religious outlook that is nature venerating and recognizes divine being, gods, goddesses
· Living intelligently in accordance with nature

Encyclopedia "The Ritual Year"

Wheel of the year
· Solstices and equinoxes
· Estbat: timed with the moon
· Working circle of a coven
· Cast circle and dance or chant
· Sabbat: Seasonal
· Folk festivals, parades, mask wearing
· Modern witches gather in circle, worship Summer or Winter king
· Midwinter/ Yule: Christmastime
· Modern pagan, summer and winter gods are recognized
· Brigid/ Candlemas/ Imbolg: Feb 2
· Halfway between winter solstice and vernal equinox
· Spring mating of god and goddess
· Vernal Equinox/ Ostara: March 21
· Fertility, decorated eggs
· Celebrating death and resurrection
· Beltane/ Mayday: May 1st
· Beginning of summer, end of winter 
· New Year
· Veil between worlds grow thin, spirits enter from the otherworld
· Midsummer/ Litha: June 21st
· Summer solstice, midsummer's night
· Lammas/ Lughnassad: August 1st
· First harvest, beginning of Autumn
· Harvest/ Mabon: September 21
· Grain harvest
· Departure of grain god to otherworld
· Samhain/ Halloween/ All Hallow's Eve
· 2nd Celtic New Year
· End of summer, beginning of dark half of the year
· Veil between worlds is thinnest
· Folk and ghosts walk among the living
· Jack o Lantern, trick or treat

September 17 & 24th, 2014

Lecture 3 & 4 Class Notes

Structures of Human Society & Modes of worship 
· Hunter/ Gatherers (Shamanic)
· Small scale societies; smallest society 20-30 people; extended family
· Migrate; follow the growth of what they live on (resources)
· Semi-nomadic people
· Yearly gatherings of each small society
· Not a single divine being
· Belief in spirits, everything is unique, so they don't call on the 'spirit of the elk', they call to all and ask for 1 to reply
· Certain pieces of nature would have spirits
· Everything has a right to exist, balance of the universe
· No hierarchy, equal spirits, human and non human
· All shamanic religion are very different
· What is considered living/ not living is a base for what has a spirit (active spirit)
· Knowing language and culture

· Agrarian/ Agricultural
· Planting for more than just your consumption, larger communities from the high yield
· You're forced to be sedentary, not as mobile; don't move unless natural disaster
· Bigger, hundreds of people in the society
· Relationship with divine shifts: Beginning of specialization
· Praying to specific deities
· Talking to "all the deer"
· Pray to the gods for good weather
· Hierarchy between human and divinity
· 1 or many specialized divine figures (polytheism, pantheism)
· Domestication of animals for work and food; different relationship with animals
· Specialized divine figures
· Supplication; relationship most familiar to us, to ask, to pray (hierarchical construction)
· If and then theory
· Magical; What I do, rituals, etc for desired effect
· Head of the family are primary actors (ceremonial leaders)
· Shamanic, Magical, supplication

· Urban
· Large, unrelated communities
· Highly specialized in society and divine jobs, distant
· Big things are brought to priests, priestess
· No direct contact with the divine; it's done by a specialist
· Specialists are literate
· Chief god/ goddess hierarchical
· Money and the concept of a symbol to represent time and objects
Shamanic
· Not hierarchical
· Everything equal
· Balance of the universe
· Equal spirits/ human and non-human

Types of Religion
· Monotheist (monotheistic)
· Believing in one god
· Jew, Christian, Muslim
· Supplication modality
· Divine plan by god
· Late Agricultural/ Urban settings
· Polytheist (polytheis)- Romans
· Many gods
· Agrarian/ Agricultural beginnings
· God of health, god of the sun, etc.
· Sun, moon, ski, earth, rain, dry
· Religious flexibility 
· Pantheist (many)- Greeks
· A sect, a collection
· All pantheists are polytheist
· A set of Gods/ Goddesses
· Not flexible with their beliefs
Animist
· Spirit in all things and animals
· Non supreme divine
Liminal(ity)- (find in Stein and Stein)
· To be liminal is to be in between
· Locations, categories, states of being
· ex. Mixed Race
· Not fully one of another
· Liminal state of being
· ex. Being engaged, between two clear definitions
· Ex. Tween, between Child and teenager
· Liminal location
· Liminal space, 
· ex. between living room and kitchen, liminal is the hallway
· Everyone is the same in liminality
· Considered powerful, bond with people in the same situation
· ex. pilgrimage
· Things that don't fit can be labelled as liminal
· Accusation of witch makes them liminal and dangerous
· Not fitting in
Syncretic/ Syncretism
· One or more distinct religious systems that get meshed, and another religious group comes out of it
· ex. Sich= Hindu & Islamic
· Most religions today are probably syncretic
Heresy vs. Treason
· Heresy
· Actions and beliefs that run against a religious system, ex. gnostics
· Heresy can be illegal
· Treason
· Actions that go against rules of a government, ex. Snowdon
· Governmental/ state
Malleus Maleficarium
· "The hammer against the witches"
· One of the first books printer on a printing press
· Guide to finding witches, witch hunting manual
Stein and Stein: Chapter 10: Witchcraft
Witch in Small Scale Societies
· Antithesis of a good, moral person
· They will death and destruction
· To become a witch, you're accused of it
Sorcerer
· Perform magic rituals to achieve their evil ends
Witchcraft- religious phenomena
· Provides an explanation for the unexplained
· Provides a set of cultural behaviour for dealing with misfortune
· Serves to define morality
Europe
· Ideas of witchcraft were influenced by Christian ideas about the nature of evil
· Evil spirits Satan or Devil
· Witches are evil, pact w/ devil
· Sorcery was invocation of Spirits
· Being hostile to God
Class Notes September 24
Divine figures
· Good and evil
· Abrahamic Faiths believe in supplication but the figures didn't have to pay up
· Divine figures more powerful than before
Gula- Goddess of flies
· Shows the level of specialization
· Plague in the village brought by disease from flies, pray to Gula
· Gods not good or bad, just neutral
Gifts came from Gods and Goddesses
· Only a goddess would know how to make olives
· Very specialized and unpredictable
Linear vs. Cyclical
· Linear
· Evolution, improving, moving forward
· Abrahamic faiths
· Mythological narratives state series of linear events
· Giving a history and moving in a linear direction
· All 3 have an arrival/ return of messiah
· Moving toward a point
· Sacred celebrations, holidays, are celebrated according to the sacred linear narratives
· Cyclical
· Hunter/gatherers believed in it
· Figures pre-existed humans (skywoman)
· Always a story of creation
· Usually a point, then there's a rule to don't do this, then they do it, are taken away from paradise
· Cyclical sense of time
· Patterns are recognized and holidays follow the cycle as the book had written
Political Climate
· Concept of witchcraft was malevolent
· Church was everything
· Office of the inquisitor would root out heresy
· Taking out the faiths that weren't roman catholic
· pope said witches are real and you must kill them
· During the Renaissance & Reformation
· Book was printed "Malleus Malificarium"
· In rural areas, pagan practices have a thin veneer of Christian ways, thin Christian overlay
· Pagan means rural, country, paganus
· Old practices seemed Christian, but weren't quite
· 200-250 years of witch burning
· It was not punishable by death at first
· Byth1500s it became a frenzy
· Reason for the Frenzy
· Political climate during the reformation
· Bibles were printed
· Large upheaval in that time, roman catholic vs. protestant
Catholic vs. Protestant
· Depending on who was on the throne, there were accusations that the other was in league with the devil


Film: "Burning Times"

· Sacred spring to the ancient gods and goddess seulis
· Romans dedicated the shrine 
· Place of prophecy & healing, visions, Romans didn't destroy it when they took over, they used it
· Said the spirit of the earth goddess was alive in all things
· Long after roman times, women continued the traditions
· Women as healers
· Wise women	
· Christians said they were witches & devil worshipers
· Witch as the healer, the nature dissapeared
· Dates back to Renaissance "witch craze"
· Women power was seen as death and dark
· Halloween- pagan festival, time to remember ancestors
· Taught to fear the witch
· Witch hat would mean knowledge
· Witchcraft was used to dismiss
· Brazil
· Society of aleho
· African ancestors
· Witch doctors
· Female healers
· Mexican healing witch- spiritual worker
· These women continue to practice as healers
· Relied on Christian faiths for practice but ancestors had other methods
· Wich= to bend or to shape
· 1132- sign of the times
· Christianization of Europe lost millions of lives
· 85% of those killed were women
· 15th to 17th century, thousands were burned
· Women's Holocaust
· No written records- pagan ancestor traditions burned with them
· Destroyed a way of life that had been enjoyed for thousands of years
· Religion of rural life & stories
· Earth called "our mother"
· Targeted as witchcraft
· Celebrating spring and equinoxes would be considered witchcraft
· Pagan
· Life experience, hunter-gatherer, moon, starts, planets, action, experience, no belief really
· Catholic
· Goddesses turned to saints
· Churches took over
· No divine goddess
· Middle ages
· Mary was goddess
· Within 100 years, 500 churches were made and all dedicated to Mary
· Queen of heaven, lady of the world
· Religions
· Elite- formal, catholic
· Pagan- Nature, goddess, spirits
· Joan of Arc
· Condemned by heresy
· Then became a saint by the same church
· Heard voices that helped lead French to battle
· Was an old world pagan
· Relied on pipeline, which would mean she doesn't need a church
· Challenged the important structure of authority, the church
· Church was on the defensive
· 15th century, old order was changing
· Women of health, honour, gratitude
· Wise women were counsellors
· Political implication
· Eased pain of labour, etc
· They decided to say that any woman who cured without a degree would be deemed a witch
· Although women couldn't attend school
· Testimony of male doctors who sent many to their deaths
· Take control of women's powers of reproduction, women's control over their bodies
· Time of social upheaval
· Those who demanded reform were deemed witch
· The helpless or mysterious were deemed a witch
· Worn a mask of shame, husbands were told to beat their wives
· Women were singled out- misogynistic 
· Sexuality was now evil
· Greatest pleasure would be to watch torture on the evil doers
· Black plague- punishment for sin
· They turned to the wise women, female population increased, women began to outlive men, didn't find husbands, became more independent
· False image of a witch
· Old hag, not true
· Hag used to mean sacred knowledge 
· Women who met at night were evil
· Renaissance- rebirth of learning, church reform
· Scientific revolution, questioned witches
· Inquisition was seen as important
· Witch hunts were profitable
· 1 accusation was enough
· would put them in town square, stripped, shaved, and would approach inquisitor backwards
· Tortured to extract confessions or to name someone who was a witch
· Entire village were killed
· Took 200 years for them to see
· They thought paganism was devil worship, folk traditions were heresy
· Devil's demons were lead as women
· Wild horned god turned to devil
· Devil elevated to god's worthy opponent
· Women would sign contract with devil, sexual union
· Pope said women were the primary source of witchcraft
· People still gather to commemorate
· Effects of burning times are still with us
· Power of women should no longer be feared
· Not competitive power
· Political commitment
· Being spiritual doesn't buy you out of doin

Encyclopedia "Burning Times"
Theories of Burning times
· Systematic effort by Catholic church to eradicate Pagan Goddess religion
· Wave of misogynist frenzy in Europe
· Women's Holocaust
· Catholic Inquisition persecuted Heretics but killed very few
· Centuries later, 'witch hunts' happened during Reformation, conducted by secular bodies
Burning Times
· Sporadic outbreaks from 15th to 17th century
· Very misrepresented and sensationalized
· Assumed to be 9 million, was actually more like 40,000-60,000
· 75% were women
· The Church attempted to bring more cases to trial than secular, because they would release the majority of people
· End of 16th century, religious wars, those accused would be tried at local courts, rise in death toll
Stats
· Mostly Took place at disputed borders or at points of authority breakdown
· Scotland and Germany, high numbers. Ireland and Russia, few numbers
Pagans today vs. Victims
· Pagans Today: healers, midwives, cunning folk, they were accusers
· Inquisition destroyed it's records
Encyclopedia "Mystery Religions"
· A secret initiatory religion originated around ritual enactment of a particular myth
· Rituals
· Fasting, flogging, sacred objects, hallucinogens
· Mystery Religions
· Appealed to the needs of the individual
· Addressed mystery of life and death
· Devotion and emotion
Encyclopedia "Witch"

Definitions
1. Anthropological
· Sorcerer found in folklore of societies across the globe
· Witch doctors called shamans
· Assumption of evil intent
2. Historical
· Burning Times, witch hunts, the Inquisition
· 21st century, witch is ostracized
· Wicked with, Wizard of Oz
3. Political
· 1960-70s, women liberation, witch= wild woman, free of man
· W.I.T.C.H. (Women International Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell
· W.I.C.C.A. (Women in Constant Creative Action)
· Political and social, not religious
4. Neo-Pagans
· Claiming heritage of folk healers and midwives who were accused during witch hunt
5. Satanists
· Neo Satan Organizations

Stein & Stein Ch. 4
Ritual
· Standardized, repetitive sequence of activities involving religious symbols such as prayers, offerings, readings
· Based on myths of underlying worldview
Types of Rituals
· Perscriptive Rituals
· Performed by religious authority, religious text
· Situational/ crisis Rituals
· Performed for special need of an individual or community
· Periodic/ calandrical
· As part of a religious calendar
· Occasional 
· When a particular need arises (marriage, death)
Classification of Rituals
· Technological: Influence control of nature
· Hunting/ gathering: influence nature in the quest for food
· Protective: Protect from danger
· Divination: Seek information about the unknown
· Therapy/ anti-therapy: Illness, accident, and death
· Healing/ illness & death
· Ideological: Maintain a normal functioning society
· Rites of Passage: changing individual's status in society
· Social rites of intensification: Rituals that delineate codes of proper behavior and articulate the community's worldview
· Salvation Rituals: focus on religious experience of an individual
· Revitalization Rituals: Rituals that focus on the elimination of alien customs and a return to a native way of life
Offerings and Sacrifices
· Rituals would offer gifts, bribes, economic exchange
· Supernatural would reciprocate with rain, healing, so on
· But they could reject the gift
· Human sacrifice
· Aztec society
Rites of Passage
· Status, wedding, birth, etc
· Structure of the rite of passage
· Separation: individual removed from his/her former status
· Transition: Activities that bring about change
· Incorporation: re-enters society with the new status
· Coming-of-age Ritual
· Menarche: women's first period, girls to women, boys to men
· Transition and Liminality
· Initiates in the transition phase are seen to be in liminal state
· Ambiguous marginality, metamorphosis
· absence of status
Pilgrimage: Journey to a sacred place
Tabu
· In some religious, some objects and people may be off limits and are said to be tabu
· Inappropriate modes of interpersonal behaviors
· ex. Jewish food laws, menstrual tabus

Encyclopedia "Aleister Crowley"
· a powerful magician, poet, prophet, and occultist
· Not a neo-pagan
· Raised Christian, went to school, became interested in occult
· Wrote books, most famous line
· "do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law, love under Will"
· 1912 became involved in a German occult order practicing magic (OTO)
· Moved to Sicily, opened a cafe called Thelema
· Italian Occultism, then became head of the OTO
· Press followed him to Italy, and in 1923 Mussolini had Crowley expelled
· Wandered through Tunisia and Germany
· 1932 met Sybil Leek, taught her words of power
· Considered founded of modern Wicca by Gardner
Encyclopedia "Left- and Right Hand Paths"
· Right hand path
· altruism, healing magic, asceticism, goodness
· Tantra of breathwork, etc
· Stresses moderation rather than asceticism
· Emphasize following  of changing social norms
· PLaces divinity outside the self
· Left-hand path
· Selfishness, cursing, hedonism, evil
· Sexual tantra
· Isn't done for the pursuit of pleasure
· Emphasize deliberate and conscious violation of social norms
· Deliberate inversion of ideas and practices common to the culture, to reframe the meaning
· Places divinity within the self
Encyclopedia "Occult Precursors to Modern Wicca"
· Philosophical Concepts
· Reincarnation and Karma: Reincarnation condemned as a heresy by Christianity, and reintroduced by Helena Blavatsky, author. Purpose was to learn specific lessons such as paying debt to another soul
· Levels of realty: incorporated into christianity, multiple spiritual worlds, alchemy
· Magic: Inaccesible to the avg, person, Kitchen witch- formulas, high magic- wealthy, low magic-commoners
· Immanence of Diety: Sould as an embodyment of God
· Discarnate Teachers: helena blavatsky
· Symbol Systems
· Britano-Celtic Mythography: Early form of Wicca 1950s
· Kabbalah: Traceable lineage, symbols
· Alchemy: Aleister Crowley, Psychological process within symbolic structure
· Western Mystery Tradition:  collection of symbolic technologies that derive from the golden dawn
· Structures
· coven structures: 12 plus 1, Masonic lodges
· Circle Structures: Masonic practice
Encyclopedia "Order of the temple of the Orient"
· 
Encyclopedia "Thelema"





Movie: "Nazis: The Occult COnspiracy"
-Wewelsburg rebuilt to ook like holy city in rome, built in shape of triangle
-Himler ws going to built a large collony
-SS occult center, at the base of the tower he built a crypt, a temple to honour the dead SS leaders
-Middle of well, holy fire to be burned, along edges were 12 pedestals, opon which would have contained ashed of deceased generals
-13 leadership, ritually cremeted and ashed were placed, then his place was taken by new general
-Himler created hall of SS supreme leaders above the crypt
-Large sunwheel on the floor from ancient nordic alphabet
mystical challace, grail was supposed to have sacred blood
-Himler believed that if he posessed the grail magical quality
-Grail legend
-Hidden in caves of southern france, ram's knowledge of the occult
-Continues quest as knight of the Nazi party
-Himler funded Ram's expositions in France
-Rahn's expoditions also took place in Germany
-Wildenburg ruins, however he never found the challace
-Rahn mysteriously resigned, 2 months later he was found dead in austrian alps
Himler created research institude for ancestral heritage, did experiments on humans
-Ancient germanic myths and pagan law- to bring back
-To control occult knowledge, he confiscated library books
-Freemasons: created by the jews to conspire against germanic people, was a secret society
-Selective occultists: Thought to be direct decendant of Thor (viligood)
-Viligood believed he has powers
-9 commandments of god, signed by viligood initialed by himler
-Rhunic alphabet, given by supreme god in north mythology
Sacred alphabet was his gift to mankind
-Symbols appeared in Nordic world, alphabet of ancient preists and magicials, mystical tools for casting spells, etc
-Members of SS were taught meaning of rhunes
-Rhunes would serve as reminder to their pagan past
-"my honour is called trust" SS dager
-Himler invented SS family rituals, shrine for purpose of baptism of infants
-Marriage ceremony became ss ritual, clan leader, bread and salt, ancient pagan fertility and soil, pagan community
-May 1st festival, became nationalist festival
-Tried to substitude pagan festivals for Christian festivals (summer and winter solstice)
-Ancient pagan temples were restored
-Summer solstice became fascist right
-Bonfire, ritual relighting of the sun, in Nazi germany they were tributes to the fura
-Winter solstice honoured germany's dead
-Nazi Rituals: marching, meetings
-mesiah
-used occult to base their military decisions and political decisions
-They thought their allies were waging war with magic
-Himler made top secret institude attempting to locate alloyed convoys
-Gerbels wanted to use the occult for propaganda
-Predictions of nostradamus, completed in 1555, subtle references to 1939 poland invation
-Nostradamus, gerbols said it would predict germany's future
-Black propaganda: Creation of fake prophecies to influence the enemy
-They made up a fake flyer of prophecies, british picked up on this
-Hess made a soo flight to scotland, thought the british would be pursuiaded to side with the germans
-Used astrology also to decide, hess
-May 10th 1941 hess got into place for scotland to see the duke, secret service intercepted letters, hess was shot down by the RAF and forced to bail out

-Hitlers reaction to hess' flight, performance, propaganda that hess was a madman
-Activities of astrologers was cramped down and they were arrested and taken for interrogation
-Himler wanted to overthrow hitler and lead, himler agreed that there should be no more exterminations of jews
-50 million dead
-mythology has powerful influence on the human mind
-Linking of political aims lead to an evil unparallelled in history

Class Notes- October 8th, 2014

Nazi Film: Continued
· They wanted to erradicate all occultism that wasn't approved by them
· Occult lodges were already well established in Germany and Autria
· M15 set up anti occult practice
· Mackenzie King was a deep rooted occultist
· Occultism was popular at the time

Mackenzie King
· Spiritualism
· Medium: people who claim to be able to speak to the other side
· They would hold a sceance, they can speak through mediums
· Fox sisters and King would gather and hold sceances
· When he became prime minister, he tries to distance himself from the practices
· Table rapping and talking to spirits
· Asked for advice on what to do during the war from the table rapping

Occult Sciences (arrise after scientific revolution)
· Astrology (Babylonians)
· Was based on assumption of a flat earth
· Humans would decode into from the stars
· One of a family of occult sciences
· Astronomy = astrology
· Alchemy
· Core cosmology
· Turning lead into gold, but not really
· About transforming something into another kind of thing
· Figuring out the key to the universe
· What did god know? How did he make it happen
· Judaism and Christianity
· God transforms dirt to human (ADAMA)
· How did the divine transform
· Golem (legend- folklore)
· Trying to figure out the key to the universe
· Makes frankenstein (Golem), but it has no brain,, no morals, ethics

Watch and Watchmaker
· Scientifizing the workd- people of Darwin, intelligent design must be proof of God

Class Notes- October 29

Metaphor & Entailments
· Metaphoric language- mothos & logos
· Muthos- word, metaphoric language
· Logos- literal, clear
· Metaphoric language
· Many levels of meanings
· All religious texts are 
· More than one interpretation
· Religions come from oral traditions
· Subtext- images, subtext of the sayings
· Phrases and expressions change over time
· Language is culturally based
· Metaphor is a literal comparison between two unrelated things
· Entailments
· List of subtexts from a metaphor
· Entailments are subtexts of metaphors
· Dropdown menu of descriptions of literal understandings
· Ex. Fred was aturkey (loud, chatty, disorganized, not smart, stupid)
· The description only applies to farmed turkeys, therefore a cultural understanding
· Metaphors change over time
· Religious texts are metaphors, over time, with lack of understanding they change
· Prayer as  metaphor

Zombies
· Enslavement of African people
· Humanity of people was taken away
· Africans were brought into new world as slaves
· Western Africa was historically called Bight of Benin
· Bight of Benin
· Very advanced kingdoms
· Amazing art
· In Nigeria, the largest country
· Religion in Africa
· Christianity came from the south, Islam came from the north
· Center areas still have traditional practices
· The people are the Uruba
· Uruba people
· Smalll-scale religion
· Colonized by Western Europe in 1600-1700
· They thought no one lived there and assumed there was money to be made
· They encountered the indigenous people and assumed they were not human
· They would harvest and enslave the people and transfer them overseas
· They were a product, for profit
· Intertribal Battles
· If you captured people, you could sell them to Europeans and in return get better technology
· Greed of Europeans who were planting tobacco, rubber
· Two islands in the Caribbean
· Cuba: where they brought cargo
· Hispanola (Dominican/ Haiti)
· Enslaved people were brought th be processed and sold there
· Enslavement
· Turned to faith during slavery
· They came from different religions
· Praying and singing to ancestors got them through
· They were Baptized immediately
· What kept them alive would now get them flogged or killed
· They would hide their traditional religions 
· Some form of Christianity was implied
· They would associate a Saint to figures they believed in and knew
· This is how they hid, would go to church and sing prayers for the saints, then go in the feilds and sing songs for the original Gods

Spiritual Systems
· All 3 systems have animal sacrifice
· Blended syncretic religion came from these three mixed
· Santeria
· "Worship of the Saints"
· Enslaved people looked for similar saints to worship
· Mix of Yoruba and Spanish- roman Catholicism 
· Heart of Santeria is in Cuba
· Rituals and saints resembled Roman Catholic
· Ceremonies still fairly secretive
· Divine figures of Yoruba are called Orishas
· Form of Monotheism but they pray to the saints
· Voudon
· West Africa & Christian religion
· Brought back to West Africa after slavery
· A little Yoruba in it, but not dominant
· Ido, na kongo Ewe people
· Christian, French Roman Catholic
· Pieces of RC mass in rituals
· Prayers are latin or french
· New Orleans, Louisiana, Florida
· Syncretic system
· Voudon Ceremony- possession is done willingly
· Divine figures called Loa/ Lwa
· Obean/ Shango
· Yoruba primarily & Anglican
· From Trinidad and Tobago
· Had orishas but mostly focuses on Shango- Male fertility
· Obeah would mean: Witch
· Divinity is knowledgable 
Zombies
· Not a virus, zombies are real
· They come out of Voudon practice
· Research done by Canadian Wade Davis
· Serpant and the Rainbow book
· "Ethnobotony of a Zombie"
· Studies traditional practice of plants
· PHD in ethnobotony
· Zombie powder
· Neurotoxic fish in Spain with a toxic organ
· THey catch the fish, dry out the toxic organ, powder it, mix it with plants and oils ie. cutting down the toxicity
· Turns into Zombie powder
· People were zombified as a form of social control in poor communities
· Person would step on the Zombie powder, and have no pulse, no breathing
· THey would be buried by the priest and preistesses, who would dig up the body afterward
· They would use them as slaves, giving them slamm doses of zombie powder to gradually poison 
· They'll do gruntwork for the MAmbo and Ugan
· Irreparable brain damage from poison
· Breathing and alive but not responsive, brain damaged
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