Place names (comes from the study of language)
-cultural devices; mnemonic device (memory device – physical thing that helps you remember info) 
· Typonomy: the study of place names
· Toponym: the place name itself
· Old Man River, Southern AB
· The river where the old man played on- will trigger story recollections
· The landscape itself acts as a mnemonic device
· Newpewoochatayctos: the rive the old man played on
· Canyon de Chelly
· Disde Sikaas Nastlah: chokecherry bush
Canadian place names w. Aboriginal Origins
· The names have been distorted over time  - translation into english or French lost the meaning of the story-> words have been decontextualized from the origins (their meaning or purpose) -> pronunciation also changes
· Pronunciation shifts what things mean
· Canada has adopted and acknowledges a little that aboriginal place names have influenced names of Canadian locations
· Manitoba
· Nunavut: “our land” in Inuktitut
· Ontario: derived from the huron word onitario meaning : “beautiful lake” or kanadario meaning “sparkling” or “beautiful” water
· Quebec: from the mikmag work kepek meaning “strait” or “narrows”
Geographic names in Canada
· How are names selected 
· You can get place names renamed 
Traditional ecological knowledge
· Scientists (recently) are becoming particularly interested in cataloging indigenous place names 
· Want to know if 
· Place names tell us about usage of land
· So can aboriginal place names tell us about specific land phenomenon 
· Mesdih E’ol Carcoss, YK -> Caribou Crossing -> Caribou herds used to have to cross a rive
· Scientists= interested in caribou for oil and pipelines (do these influence the migration of caribou herds)
· Caribou wont use their traditional breeding spots if there has been gas/oil development there
· Aboriginal ppl told the scientists that this is the place where the entire herd originates from and that this is the river they cross annually 
· Scientists have a greater understanding of the geography and animals
· ELOKA (Exchange for local observations and knowledge in the Arctic)
· Sea ice & global warming 
· Use aboriginal knowledge to track and understand sea ice 
· Changed the way they could use the land for their hunting practices (cant be on the ice for very long in a year)
Online mapping projects 
· Land claims; aboriginal rights and resources
· Aboriginal ppl use mapping to pursue these interests
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Cree mapping projects = response to hydroelectric developments -> made ppl aware of their presence in that place
· Mapping used to establish and claims and occupancy 
-language, landscape feature itself, world view, and the cultural practice associated with the land => goes into creating the place name 

