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Media and education, cause or solution to conflicts?
	Media is often viewed as a solution, as it allows for extensive documentation of a conflict, it allows for people, no matter how far away from the conflict one is to be in touch with what is happening. As it shows in the reading by Andrew Puddephatt, since media has become more internationally used, it has given the opportunity for people to follow the conflicts and gives the international community to have a direct re-enactment of the conflict. Moreover, when a conflict is considered an internal conflict, it allows the people from the region to understand what is going on inside the borders of their country, the importance of internal media and coverage of regional conflicts was noted during the 1912-1914 during the Balkan conflicts. 
	Although the use of media seems to be a solution to conflict, it is not always considered to be a benefit rather sometimes it is considered to be a burden. Media portrays the information that they choose to, they portray it they way they want and only tell those watching, reading, listening what the producers and or governments want one to hear. This causes the people of a country to not understand all sides of the argument, and pushes them to not know what is true and or what information is missing. Finally, as Puddephatt insinuates, there is a high level of bias on the side of the journalists themselves. Each journalist has a different opinion and will often try to portray it in their story or report. 
	Much like media, education is often considered as a solution to conflicts for many different reasons. Fist off, education, has the opportunity to help people learn the basic principles of how to stay healthy, how to grow or make their own food, and allows people to grow personally. Secondly, education allows the international community to move forward by teaching the youth of today history, and the basic principles that people need to know so that we do not make the same mistakes twice. Finally, education allows people to feel self worthy and feel as if they have a meaning/purpose in life. 
	Even though we are always told education is positive, often it is considered as a negative or cause of conflict. First off, according to Unicef, often education is used as to benefit the political party in power. With the power to rewrite history and set a mandate for what needs to be looked at in educational institutions, it manipulates what is taught and limits what the students can learn. Finally, there is a vast unequal level of education across both regional and international grounds. For example, here in Canada, the universities that try to wean people out by setting a high fee. Now looking at the international stage, in Canada it is much easier to get a primary education than in Kenya, it comes down to educational access. Finally, 
	In conclusion, I feel as both media and education are required on our modern day, and both have the potential to be a solution to conflicts. But there needs to be a standardized objectivity in both aspects in order to ensure that they are not pushing opinions or a high level of bias on those who are watching, listening, reading or learning.  
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