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Should external actors intervene in conflicts? If so, according to which criteria?

This is a very interesting question that has been posed around the world on many different occasions. For instance, the USA has pondered whether there needs to be some sort of intervention in Syria, prior to that it was the same question asked regarding: Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and the list could continue.  
What should be understood is that there really is no easy answer to this kind of a question, and there will always be controversy surrounding the final decision. There will always be people who do support the decision and those who do not support it. 
There are many different people who believe different things and some feel as though it is the duty of other states to intervene, and vice versa. Now in my opinion, I do believe in certain instances intervention is necessary, as situations escalate and can get out of hand, but in may cases I do not believe that any intervention is necessary. 
To begin I will argue why I believe that states should be left alone to regulate their conflicts without any international intervention. There are a couple reasons for this, the first being Machiavelli’s principles and ideas, the second being that states need to learn to become independent and finally I believe that it is imperative for the societies of those involved to regulate their differences and negotiate. 
To begin, Machiavelli believed that a good state would have good arms. By this he advocated for an economy of violence. Now with that said like myself Machiavelli believes that conflict is not always bad, as long as it is a controlled conflict. Moreover, he believed that conflict brings the state together, unifies them and unites the people with virtu. Finally, he argues that states out of their nature are war like, and it makes the state safe for its people. Now with all that said, the key is that it is a controlled conflict. This will allow and force states to deal with one another and face the situation on the front line. 
	Now, with that idea drawn out, I will touch on the idea of states dependence and independence on other countries. This is a very important concept, as countries need to be able to defend their own state, culture and identity so that they do not have to always look to someone else for help. For example if Canada were to be in a conflict with France for example, Canada does in fact have the capacity to deal with the initial conflict at hand. But if that conflict were to escalate to a full fledge war, then I believe it is ok to call upon your allies. But I strongly urge countries to keep their heads in their own business unless it is necessary for them to intervene in a severe conflict. Finally, if countries stay out of conflicts that do not directly involve them it allows them to stay on the natural side of more countries and will allow them to cooperate with others. 
	Finally, I believe that when two countries are in conflict it allows the economy’s to grow and improve, as well as it brings the people of the two states together. If forces the people of each state to be unified and allows people to get closer to one another and to help one another through the tough times. Finally it forces governments and the people to negotiate with the other state at conflict so that it does not turn into a deadly conflict. 
	Now I will focus on intervention into conflicts. I do believe in certain cases it is important to intervene in deadly conflicts. But I do believe that an intervention should only occur if civil lives have been taken and if there is a more imamate threat to civilian lives. Whether the intervention be in order to defend civilian rights, that have been taken by governments and they are hurting their civilians or whether it is because of a war either internal or between multiple states. 
	In conclusion, I believe that states should be forced to work together rather than be dependent on the intervention by international actors or other sates that are not involved. Not intervening in conflicts allows for there to be more unity among society’s and has many positive economic gains. 
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