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I. For each of the following, on the line provided, write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or conclusion is. Each is worth two marks.
1. I’m sorry, but you may stay in the country only if you have a current visa, and your visa has expired.

Implicit ____conclusion_______  
You cannot stay in the country.
Or: You must leave the country.

2. Jane is a very successful academic, so she must be a studious person.

Implicit ___premise_____

Successful academics are studios individuals.
3. No human is infallible. Therefore, no biology professor is infallible. 

Implicit ___premise_____

Biology professors are human.

4. Anyone who craves political power cannot be trusted to serve the public interest, and the mayor craves political power.
Implicit ____conclusion______

The mayor cannot be trusted to serve the public interest.
5. Wednesday is the date of the test. So today is the date of the test.
Implicit ____premise____

Today is Wednesday.

II. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. There are no enthymemes in any of these arguments. The value of each question is five marks.  

1. The subject of philosophy has always intrigued me! Thinking about the meaning of life, what is right and wrong, what is real or not real, have always been questions that have fascinated me! Philosophy just seems really interesting! Though I was considering taking a philosophy course this term, I have arrived at the conclusion that I shouldn’t take a philosophy course this term since a philosophy course requires a lot of reading, and I don’t have the time this term for a course that requires a lot of reading. Also, there’s no room for a philosophy course in my schedule.

Standard Form:
1. A philosophy course requires a lot of reading.

2. I don’t have the time this term for a course that requires a lot of reading. 

3. There’s no room for a philosophy course in my schedule.

---------------------------------------------------------
4. I shouldn’t take a philosophy course this term
Diagram:

1-----2       3 

     \           /
       \       /

           4

2. Jane is probably intellectually curious since most university students are intellectually curious, and Jane is a university student. Thus, Jane is probably well read, because most intellectually curious people are well read.

1. Most university students are intellectually curious.

2. Jane is a university student.
3. Jane is probably intellectually curious (1, 2)
4. Most intellectually curious people are well read.
5. Jane is probably well read. (3, 4)
1------2

     ↓

     3------4

          ↓

          5

3. You should get rid of your bear because it’s illegal to have a bear in our town. Also, bears do not make good pets because they have a tendency to get violent with their owners. Finally, it takes a lot of money to keep a bear, since they eat so much food.

1. It’s illegal to have a bear in our town. 

2. They have a tendency to get violent with their owners.

3. Bears do not make good pets. (2)

4. They eat so much food.

5. It takes a lot of money to keep a bear. (4)

6. You should get rid of your bear. (1, 3, 5)
1     2            4         

 \      \           /

   \     3       5 

     \     \     / 

       \    \   /

            6

4. Rocks do not make good pets because they have no emotional lives, they are heavy to carry, and therefore they can hurt you if you drop them on your foot. Besides, a pet should have a heartbeat, and rocks do not have one.
1. Rocks [they] have no emotional lives. 

2. Rocks [they] are heavy to carry.

3. Rocks [they] can hurt you if you drop them on your foot. (2)

4. A pet should have a heartbeat.

5. Rocks do not have one.

6. Rocks do not make good pets. (1, 3, 4, 5)
1      2        4------5

  \      \             /
   \      3          /

     \      \        /

            6

5. In the last five World Series the team that was at home for the first game won the World Series. Therefore, the LA Dodgers are a good bet to win this year’s World Series, since they are the home team for the first game in this year’s World Series.
1. In the last five World Series the team that was at home for the first game won the World Series.
2. The LA Dodgers [they] are the home team for the first game in this year’s World Series.

----------------------------------------------------------------------

3. The LA Dodgers are a good bet to win this year’s World Series.
1------2

     ↓

     3

6. If the Montreal Canadians win the Stanley Cup, then I'll owe my dad some money. If I owe my dad some money, I'll need to go to the bank. So, if the Montreal Canadians win the Stanley Cup, I'll need to go to the bank. 

1. If the Montreal Canadians win the Stanley Cup, then I'll owe my dad some money. 

2. If I owe my dad some money, I'll need to go to the bank. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------

3. If the Montreal Canadians win the Stanley Cup, I'll need to go to the bank. 

1------2

     ↓

     3

7. It follows that professors are overly particular because they never stop splitting hairs, and splitting hairs is a real sign of being overly particular. And since overly particular people tend to talk a lot, we can conclude that professors tend to be talkative. 
1. Professor [they] never stop splitting hairs.

2. Splitting hairs is a real sign of being overly particular.
3. Professors are overly particular. (1, 2)
4. Overly particular people tend to talk a lot.

5. Professors tend to be talkative. (3, 4) 

1------2

     ↓

     3------4

          ↓

          5

8. If one takes the example of the highly popular performance troop known as Cirque du Soleil, then one certainly has to admit that acrobats are a fan favourite. Cirque du Soleil has grossed millions of dollars on the backs (and/or hands and feet) of its acrobats. As popular as acrobatic shows such as Cirque du Soleil may be, many argue that acrobats are not athletes. However, such a view is mistaken for two related reasons. First, acrobats must work long hard hours to develop the strength, stamina and flexibility their work requires. If a person must work long hard hours to develop the skills necessary for their profession, then she or he is an athlete. Therefore, acrobats are athletes.

1. Acrobats must work long hard hours to develop the strength, stamina and flexibility their work requires.

2. If a person must work long hard hours to develop the skills necessary for their profession, then she or he is an athlete.

-------------------------------------------------------

3. Acrobats are athletes.

1------2

     ↓

     3

III. For each of the following: (1) identify which of the three nondeductive arguments that we considered in chapter three is used. Next, (2) state whether the argument is successful or unsuccessful. (3) If the argument is successful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. If the argument is unsuccessful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. Each is worth 2 marks.

1. Elections Canada shows that the vote share from the last federal election in 2011 breaks down as follows: Conservative 39.62%, NDP 30.63%, Liberal 18.91%, Bloc Québécois 6.04%, Green 3.91%, others 0.89%. 

Joe was a Canadian who voted in the federal election in 2011. Therefore, it is close to certain that Joe voted Conservative. 

Statistical Syllogism: Unsuccessful. It is more probable that Joe voted for one of the other parties.
2. Statistics Canada informs that of the 133 people found guilty of homicide last year in Canada, 85% were jailed. Ross was found guilty of homicide last year in Canada. Therefore, Ross was probably jailed.

Statistical Syllogism: Successful as Stats Can is a reliable source and Ross would likely fall into the 85% of those who were jailed.

3. Residents of the Sandy Hill area have been complaining that University of Ottawa students are making way too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the area, especially on weekends. 

In order to determine if residents of the Sandy Hill area are warranted with their complaints, a polling company randomly contacted 5000 residents who live in the Sandy Hill area and asked them this question: Do you think University of Ottawa students are making too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the Sandy Hill area, especially on the weekends? Yes or no? The results of the poll showed that 85% of those who took part in it do think that University of Ottawa students are making too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the Sandy Hill area, especially on the weekends.

From this result the pollsters concluded that 85% of the residents of the Sandy Hill area think that University of Ottawa students are making too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the Sandy Hill area, especially on the weekends.

Inductive Generalization: Successful for the reason that the poll was randomly conducted and the sample size adequate, making the conclusion likely. 
4. Residents of the Sandy Hill area have been complaining that University of Ottawa students are making way too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the area, especially on weekends. 

In order to determine if residents of the Sandy Hill area are warranted with their complaints, a polling company randomly contacted 5000 University of Ottawa students who live in the Sandy Hill area and asked them this question: Do you think University of Ottawa students are making too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the Sandy Hill area, especially on the weekends? Yes or no? The results of the poll showed that 85% of those who took part in it do not think that University of Ottawa students are making too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the Sandy Hill area, especially on the weekends.

From this result the pollsters concluded that 85% of the residents of the Sandy Hill area do not think that University of Ottawa students are making too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the Sandy Hill area, especially on the weekends.

Inductive Generalization: Unsuccessful for the reason that University of Ottawa students as a group is a biased sample that does not support the conclusion.
5. I’ve heard squeaking sounds in the kitchen coming from small animals at night. I’ve witnessed small creatures scurrying across my kitchen floor. I have found the excrement of small animals under my oven. In fact, over the last two weeks I’ve caught 17 mice in traps that I’ve set in the kitchen. Looks like I have an infestation of mice in my kitchen.

Plausibility Argument: Successful for the reason that all the reasons, premises or confirming instances make the conclusion likely.
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