	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]
	Levels of Analysis
	Main Actors
	Main Object of Analysis
	Nature or nurture?
	Ideas/Thought Important?
	Conflict or Cooperation?

	Classical Realism
	Individuals
	Political leaders; States
	National interest; human nature; power
	Nature
	Not much
	Conflict

	Neo-Realism
	International system
	States
	Anarchy; power/security
	Mostly nurture (Wendt says nature)
	No
	Conflict

	Liberalism

	Individuals; state-society
	Individuals; non-state actors
	Interactions of NSAs; economic forces; regime type
	Nature
	Not much
	Cooperation

	Neo-Liberalism
	International system
	States
	International institutions
	Mostly nurture (Wendt would say nature)
	Not much
	Cooperation

	Constructivism
	Various
	Various
	Social structures (identities, social norms, rules, practices); social constructions
	Nurture
	Yes
	It depends

	Post-Structuralism
	Various
	Various
	Political discourse; representations; power/knowledge relation
	Nurture
	Yes
	More conflict (but depends)

	Post-Colonialism
	Various
	Various
	Culture; identity; power; representations; global (North-South) inequality
	Nurture
	Yes
	More conflict (but depends)

	Feminism
	Various
	Various
	Gender (gender relations, hierarchies); stereotypes & social roles; power
	Standpoint say nature; otherwise more nurture
	LF: not much; otherwise yes
	More conflict (but depends)

	Marxism
	State-society; international system
	Social classes
	Capitalism; class conflict; structure of global economy
	Both
	Not much (Gramscians:  yes)
	Conflict

	
	Behaviour
	What shapes behaviour?
	Main characteristics of IR

	Classical Realism
	Struggle for power
	Human nature (lust for domination)
	Anarchy, balance of power

	Neo-Realism
	Struggle for survival (thus for power/security)
	Urge to survive +
 anarchic structure of
 international system
	Anarchic structure of system

	Liberalism

	Pursuit of benefits/gains
	Interests defined by 
individual gain/profit
	(Functional) integration; interdependence

	Neo-Liberalism
	Pursuit of benefits/gains
	Interests defined by
 individual gain/profit; 
information & uncertainty; institutions
	Anarchic structure of system; institutionalisation

	Constructivism
	Various
	Interests defined by identities, defined by past history of interaction;
social structure; actors’ agency
	Social structure of international
& national politics

	Post-Structuralism
	Struggles over difference and representation
	Identities & subjectivities defined by power/knowledge interaction, structures of discourse/interpretation
	Discursively structured political realm

	Post-Colonialism
	Historically-shaped interactions between former colonial & colonised societies
	Legacies of colonial encounter; identities & subjectivities defined by history of interaction between societies/cultures
	Culturally & discursively structured political realm; “neo-colonial” structure of North-South relations

	Feminism
	Gendered social interaction; gender-based oppression
	Gendered power hierarchies
 and social relations 
(based on social roles, stereotypes)
	Inequalities of power and representation based on sexual & gender differences

	Marxism
	(Transnational) class conflict
	Interests defined by class position (relation to production process)
	Unequal structures of global economy; transnational class struggle
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	(Explicit) Normative Stance?
	Positivism (methods of natural sciences)
	Rationalism
	Individualism
	Materialism
	Structuralism
	Change possible?
	Determinism

	Classical Realism
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes

	Neo-Realism
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	Liberalism

	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes (in one direction)
	Sort of (positivism, progress)

	Neo-Liberalism
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes (in one direction)
	Sort of (positivism, progress)

	Constructivism
	Sometimes
	Some yes; some no
	No
	No
	No
	Yes (social structures)
	Yes
	No

	Post-Structuralism
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Sort of (structure of discourse)
	Yes
	No

	Post-Colonialism
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Sort of (structure of discourse, cultural power)
	Yes
	No

	Feminism
	Yes
	LF yes; otherwise no
	LF yes; otherwise no
	LF yes; otherwise no
	LF yes; otherwise no
	Some
	Yes
	No

	Marxism
	Yes
	Yes (Gramscian: No)
	Yes (Gramscian:  No)
	No
	Yes (Gramscian only partly)
	Yes
	Yes (in one direction)
	Yes
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