Lecture 4 - Divine Command Theory, Justice

Divine Command Theory: 
· I get my morals from religion
· Has to do with interpretation within religion – do I look at the intention of those words or the words exactly?

· Hermeneutics: study of interpretation of language
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Abraham
· Prophet in the Semitic Trilogy (Judaism, Christianity, Islam)
· Obey without question/thinking
· You accept the literal meaning of God
· Literal vs. Intentional meaning

Justice

· A person must receive their due
· Justice is a central concept in deontological theories

Socrates – 4 chief virtues
Wisdom, Justice, Temperance, Fortitude

Compensatory Justice:   rewards and punishment
Distributary Justice:       can not be unfairly discriminated against goods.
Unjust Discrimination:  how do we determine someone’s due?
	
Justice, Fairness, Equality
Rights: Deontological (Distributive Justice)

Equality & Egalitarianism
· Human equality is not about facts, its about value – are people of equal value? 
· Equality is not really a question of sameness
· Egalitarianism is necessary for justice

Consequentialism vs Deontology
	Consequentialism
	Deontology (Kantianism)

	
	Not about consequences

	Good/Bad
	Right/Wrong

	Emotions/Feelings
	Reason/Logic

	Wants/Desires
	Rights



Utilitarianism
· Argues for epicurean theory
· Enlightenment
· Jeremy Bentham (often credited) 18th century English
· Naturalism – seek pleasure and avoid pain
· Pain/Pleasure Principle – that is the ground for morals
· Pleasure = Good 	Pain = Bad
· What is the greatest good?
· Happiness
· What is the greatest happiness?
· The greatest happiness (good) is to achieve the good for the greatest number of people
· 1 RULE: Act so as to create the greatest amount of happiness (good) for the greatest number


Plato – A student of Socrates
· Dialogues that aren’t meant to be performed
· The Republic-Myth of Gyges (ancient story) about a ring that makes its wearer invisible to everyone & everything (even the Gods)
· If such a ring existed – if everyone wore an invisibility ring, morality would not exist
1) Isn’t it true that it’s better to be an evil person that everyone thinks is good rather than vice-versa?
2) We will admire, to a certain extent, the successful selfish person, and despise, the unsuccessful goody-goody person
3) Hellenism: the gods favour evil people by giving them all sorts of ways to clean their soul/mind. The religion is filled with loop holes that help the evil man (rituals, offerings, etc will cleanse the sole)
4) If you give an invisibility ring to a good person, eventually they will become evil/selfish

Plato’s 4 Chief Virtues:
1) Wisdom
2) Justice
3) Temperance
4) Fortitude
· Temperance = tolerance in all things
· Fortitude = moral courage

Socrates says 2 things:
1) Implies wrongly, that people only do the good thing because they fear punishment if they do wrong. That’s not true…. Because we have empathy for our fellow humans.
2) The selfish person is not at ease with themselves. You can only have peace of mind (and a successful state) when you achieve an equilibrium of your differing mental states.


Game Theory – Prisoners Dilemma
4 choices:
1) You can squeal on your friend, and let him take the rap and you go free
2) You can remain silent, and possibly let your friend rat on you, and then you are only the one punished
3) You can both stay silent, and thus both go free
4) You can both squeal on each other, and both go to jail

Virtue ethics
Self
· Honour, Character, important things for morals
· What is the good/right way to be?

Aristotle – student of Plato
Virtue is the Golden Mean (the middle) between 2 extremes
Cowardice ----------- Courage ------------------- Foolishness
Selfish  --------------- Self-sacrifice -------------- not enough self-interest

· Look for the golden mean – no one can teach you how to be moral
· There are no actual rules to tell you how to be a virtuous
· You become a virtuous person through practice. If you want to be a courageous person, learn how to do courageous things
· Eudemonia – human flourishing


