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Oppression: Root of the word comes from the word “press.” 
· Presses are usually used to mold things, flatten them. 
· Reference to things or people that caught between forces or barriers 
· To mold, immobilize, to reduce
· Sense of being weighed down in body or mind
· Unjust and excessive use of power
· Oppression not usually one single force or barrier, but a whole system of forces or barriers
· A whole network of systemically related barriers
· Marilyn Frye uses the metaphor of a birdcage 
· Some barriers are not oppressive; traffic regulations, stop signs, traffic lights 
· We have to ask certain questions to determine what’s oppressive:
1. Who constructs and maintains it (the barrier/force)
2. Who’s interests are served by its existence
3. Is it part of a structure which tends to confine, reduce or immobilize a group of people?
4. Is the person a member of the confined group?

Power: Can be both constraining and productive 
· Saw power being constructed by, in the past, being ruled by men
· Was seen as the right and ability to dominate and control others 
· Panopticon: prisoners are in a big circle around a central tower where they cant tell if there’s a guard in the tower, but the guard can see all the prisoners in their individualized cells 
· Pan= all Opitc= seeing 
· A metaphor for how social regulation and discipline functions in societies in a larger sense
· Power is regulatory (the feeling of being watched) 
· Internalized Oppression
· “Power is everywhere. But…Where there is power, there is resistance”
· The power of disbelief
· “Women need to know that they can reject the powerful’s definition of their reality- that they can do so even if they are poor, exploited, or trapped in oppressive circumstances 

Choice: Often led to believe that freedom of choice means that we’re free and not oppressed
· Elements of choice not only lie in the individual 
· Also often are in the manipulation of circumstances and manipulation of options
· What is really a choice between crappy options, is somehow considered freedom of choice 
· Oppressed people most certainly have an exercised freedom of choice, but if the only options available to choose between tend to mostly benefit another group of people, then choice or no choice we’re probably dealing with a systemic oppression 
What is Women’s Studies?
What is Feminism? 

· Women’s studies is the academic branch of feminism 
· Women’s studies is not simply the study of women 
· Feminism is the social movement 
· Gender is at the centre of investigation
· Re-conceptualize traditional systems of knowledge
· Supply missing information
· Attribute value to women and their work
· Correct misconceptions 

· Feminism: A movement to end sexism, sexist exploitation, and oppression
· Patriarchy: institutionalized sexism
· Bell hooks, Feminism is for Everybody, p. 6
· Marriage, education, law are examples of institutions 
· Sexism is the problem, not men: reason why using the word women is controversial
· Wants to emphasize the systemic nature of sexism 

First Wave
· Mid 1800s-1930
· Suffrage/ Suffragettes 
· Right to vote for women
· Nelly McClung, Emily Murphy 
· The reason women should be allowed to vote was based on the fact that they were good mothers and were good at staying at home 
· Because women were natural home makers, it was their job to clean up politics 
Suffrage Movement
· When did women gain the right to vote in Canada?
· 1916/1917 provinces were giving women the right to vote
· “On 24 May 1918 all (white) female citizens aged 21 and over became eligible to vote in federal elections, regardless of whether they had yet attained the provincial franchise.” 
· Aboriginal men and women were given the right to vote in 1960
· Chinese Canadians gained the right to vote in 1947 (men and women)
· When speaking of the rights of women, we are predominantly speaking of the rights of White Women 
· The idea of universal women’s rights is often kind of troubling and problematic because of inequality that exists between women 


What are Eugenics?
· Forced sterilization of a group of people 
· Management or Elimination of a group of people
· Nazis are often associated with Eugenics 
· The science of improving the human species through selective breeding
· Breed out inferior races, not allow people who were deemed inferior to breed 
· New immigrants, aboriginals, people with disabilities 
· Canada passed Eugenics legislation 5 years before Hitler
· After World War 2, the Eugenics board in Canada continued its work and was not banned until 1972
· Forcibly sterilized the bulk of people in the last 10 years of their mandate

Alberta Sexual Sterilization Act 1928-1972
· More at risk fro forced sterilization were:
· Men and women with disabilities
· New immigrants
· Native residential schools
· Women deemed “sexually promiscuous”
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1. What is the Bechdel test and how does it reveal systemic sexism in Hollywood?
· Seeing if there are two or more female characters in film that talk to each other about something other than a man. 
· Its systemic because of how few films meet this in Hollywood 
· Lack of meaningful role as a systemic pattern
· A movie has to have at least two women in it that have names, that talk to each other about something besides a man

2. How does Sarkeesian explain why there is no need for a Bechdel test for men?
· Men don’t have a problem being not represented in Hollywood
· Bechdel test is supposed to indicate that there is a problem, but there is no problem for men
· No real problem of lack of men interacting with each other in Hollywood films

3. Women aren’t the only ones marginalized in Hollywood Explain how the Bechdel test has been (or could be) applied to other marginalized groups of people 
· Talks about how they could use the same test for African Americans, and how they talk about something other than white people
· Used the test to look at people of color in Hollywood films 
· People with disabilities could be another example of a marginalized group (never on film) 
· LGBTQ 

Sex
· the biological designation of male or female
Gender
· The cultural designation of feminine or masculine

· Important to make a distinction between both Sex and Gender
· Many people still believe that we are born male or female and that it determines whether we’re feminine or masculine
· Feminist work hard to prove that there is nothing natural or biological about gender
· Sex does not simply determine gender
· If born with a penis, doesn’t mean you’re masculine
· Margaret Mead Studied masculinity and femininity in transcultural context
· Studied what it means to be a man and women in different cultures and compared them
· Found different cultural expectations and behaviors for men and women in the different cultures she studied
· Some cultures women were more in charge, as men were more emotional
· Some cultures both women and men played equal roles
· Some cultures men and women both acted in a aggressive way
· Margarets work helped separated biological sex from socially constructed gender roles
· The characteristics we attach to masculinity and femininity are not fixed, permanent, or stable, they change with time and space
· Women are said to be too emotional and too fragile to take positions as police officers, government officials, etc 


 The inequalities that women suffer in society are not due to our supposedly inferior nature, but are caused by historical processes that called upon ‘nature’ to justify that inequality 

·  
	Men
· Strength
· No emotions
· Leadership
· Aggressiveness
· Sex Maniacs
· Main provider
· Rational
· Protector
· Muscular 
· Power
· Dominant
	Female
· Nurturing
· Emotional
· Dependent
· Fragile
· Submissive 
· Strong
· Emotionally Strong
· Irrational
· Empathetic 
· Virginal
· Dainty 
· Weak 
· Pretty


 Feminist have worked to abolish there stereotypes, to value traditionally feminine characteristics, to abolish the idea that sex determines gender

Gender precedes sex: Judith Butler Gender Trouble (1990)
· Gender comes before sex, gender then sex

Dichotomous Thinking (The Gender Binary)
· A tendency to classify people and things into mutually exclusive categories
· This encourages us to believe that the contents of each category are different to the point of being complete opposites
· No middle ground of ambiguity is tolerated 
· Black and white
· Gay and straight1

Biological Factors
	Men
· Penis
· XY
· Hairy
· Testosterone
· Deeper voice
· Wider shoulders
· More muscles
· Sperm
· Adam’s apple 
	Female
· Vagina
· Boobs
· XX
· Estrogen
· More fat
· Hips
· Give birth
· Smaller feet


· Dichotomous thinking means that there is no room for middle ground
· There is no tolerance for people who do not fit into this grey zone where they don’t fit neatly 

· There is often more variation between two women than between a man and a woman
· A wide variety of complex characteristics and factors…reduced to two overly simplistic categories
· Our inclination to take genitals to be THE determining factor is a social phenomenon
· Gender influences how we see and understand biological sex 

 Socially looked down upon/ socially punished if we don’t fit into these categories
 Socially conditioned to see men and women as different 
 We can see how other social categories can modify gender stereotypes 


The Invisibility of Privilege
1. According to Kimmel, privilege is often invisible to those who have it. Explain what this means and try and think of some other examples of invisible privilege

2. What does this say about our lists of gender stereotypes?
· Other social categories modify gender stereotypes 
· White privilege often presents itself as generic, or simply human 


1. Discuss the role that racism played in defining womanhood for Lee Maracle
· she isn’t just seen as a women, but rather an aboriginal woman 

2. Discuss the significance of the phrase “Ain’t I a woman” in Sojourner Truth’s speech
3. How does Julia Serano define the gender binary, cissexism and the “oppression Olympics?”
**** Know gender binary and oppression olympics for midterm (p 47) 
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Second Wave, Intersectionality and Work

1. What is heteronormativity? In what ways does the “Heterosexual Questionnaire” reveal how heteronormative societies often are?
· The idea that heterosexuality is the default until proven otherwise
· Forcing this idea onto those who are not heterosexual
· An irrational fear of hatred of all things not heterosexual
· Heteronormativity: Where heterosexuality is viewed as natural and normal and all other forms of sexuality, like homosexuality, are viewed as abnormal, deviant or unnatural
· Heterosexual questionnaire meant to show how absurd it is that queers are asked these questions on a similar basis


2. How does homophobia sometimes function as a way to control traditional gender roles?

3. In “Picture Perfect”, in what ways did Douglas Rushkoff construct, often with much effort, his gender and his sexuality in response to social expectations?


Second Wave Feminism (1960s-90s)
· Sexual exploitation and heteronormativity
· boycotted beauty pageants
· pornography
· established rape crisis centres
· changes to abortion law
· women in the work place 
· equal pay
· maternity leave
· The idea of “women’s” work and women in the workplace
· Intersectionality 

“The Myth of the Vaginal Orgasm” (1968)
· The political significance of sexual pleasure
· Intercourse has been long understood as the real definition of sex
· The equal right to sexual pleasure 
· Freud though that women who needed clitoral stimulation were immature, defective and frigid 
· Most women need clitoral stimulation to orgasm 
· Women had their own right to sexual pleasure
· Not necessarily dependent on men for pleasure
· In what ways does your Koedt reading challenge heteronormativity?
· deems women frigid if they down orgasm through vaginal penetration 
· Women have a right to their own sexual pleasure

According to Michael Kimmel, how have women’s lives changed since the second wave?
· Identity: women made gender visible
· Work: women want to work after they graduate 
· Family: Women wish there was a balance between work and family 
· Women cant have it all because men do 
· Intimacy: 41% of women in 54 masturbated, 90% of women in 96’
· Faking orgasms 

The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State (1884)
· Marxist and socialist believed that capitalism was the root of women oppression 
· The origin of women oppression was the rise of class society and the growth of private property 
· Prehistoric ancient times, matrilineage was practiced
· Inheritance in a matrilineal society was passed down through the mother, not the father 
· Systemic inequality between men and women in these societies was nonexistent 
· Strict monogamous pairings between men and women were rare
· Societies were structured in a more communal way
· Origin of the word is familus which means domestic slave
· Familia- the total number of slaves belonging to one man
· Family and monogamy are, according to Engels, the root of women’s oppression 

According to Marilyn Waring, what is counted in our formal international economic system and what is left out of the calculations? Why does it matter?
· women’s domestic work is economically invisible then benefits will not include them as they are visible
· the economy recognizes no value but money
· women’s work, raising children is essential to our economy, but is not counted 

Black American Feminists criticized white second wave feminists because:
· they wrongly assumed that domestic work expressed an experience shared by all women without distinction
· they constructed their analysis of women based on the partial and privileged experiences of middle class white women
· they tended to generalize the experience of white women to all women
Intersectionality
· All systems of oppression (racism, classism, sexism, homophobia, ableism…) work together to mutually reinforce on another
· Matrix of Domination, interlocking systems of oppression 

Women and Domestic Labour today
· As middle and upper class women in the West gained access to work outside the home, a strong demand for low-wage migrant domestic workers was created
· Forces domestic workers to live with their employers- more vulernable to abuse, exploitation and isolation because of the living conditions
· Vulnerable to extended overtime hours without appropriate compensation

Why is an intersectional and systemic approach essential to understanding the politics of domestic work today? 
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1. Explain the concept of intersectionality (or interlocking systems of oppression)
· the idea that all system of oppression (racism, classism, sexism) work together to mutually reinforce one another

2. Explain the connections between the growth of private property and the oppression of women according to Friedrich Engels
· in pre class societies which were egalitarian, no strict monogamy, it was with the growth of private property, when different societies settled down that it becamse important for men to know who their heirs were (sons)
· Became in men’s best interest to know who their heirs were so was important to control woman’s sexuality
· So private property can be passed down from father to son
· Allowed to exploit free domestic labour 

3. In “The Myth of the Vaginal Orgasm”, why does Anne Koedt insist that women’s sexuality must be redefined 
· the idea of penis and vagina define sex
· women who don’t orgasm through vaginal penetration deemed to be immature and frigid 
· even though most women need clitoral stimulation to orgasm 
· this idea gets ignored in traditional definitions of sexual intercourse
· need to redefine what women need and require sexually
· women need to know that they have a right to their own sexual pleasure
· women don’t necessarily need to be dependent on men for pleasure 


Science and the Making of Difference

· Women and people of color were regularly said to have smaller brains than White men
· Feminist have shown that this has created many bias scientific studies

· The Egg and the Sperm (Emily Martin)
· Culture shapes how biological scientist understand the world
· Rely on masculine and feminine stereotypes
· Egg described as passive
· Sperm described as active 
· “A dormant bride awaiting her mate’s magic kiss, which instills the spirit that brings her to life”
· “The sperm carry out a perilous journey into the warm darkness. Survivors assault the egg, the successful candidates surrounding the prize”
· studies on the sperm and the egg have revealed that sperm are terrible swimmers
· The egg plays an active role, releases molecules to guide the sperm
· The egg does seem to move to envelope or clasp onto a sperm

· Human values and practices inevitably shape knowledge 
· Racism predates race. Race is used to justify social inequalities as natural 
· The belief that the white race was more superior and civilized, was how cultural and literal genocide were rationalized 
· This is how Canadian government took children from their parents (Aboriginals) 
· “Race is not based on biology, but race is rather an idea that we ascribe to biology” (Alan Goodman, Biological Anthropologist)
· most variation (genetic) is within, not between races
· 2 random Korean people can be more genetically different than a Korean person and an Italian person 
· The notion that human kind can be divided into racial categories reveals the social, rather than scientific origins of race 












Race: The Power of an Illusion
1. Can scientists determine a person’s race by looking at his or her DNA? Does skin color determine race?
· Scientist cannot determine a person’s race by looking at DNA
· No skin color can’t determine race 
2. How is ancestry different from race?
· Race is susceptive when it comes to ancestry
· Ancestry is much more complex mixing
3. Should doctors take race into account when treating illness?
· No, for example, South Africans do not have sickle cell disease
· Ancestry and geography is relevant in a doctor’s office but race is not
4. Race is a biological illusion. Racism is real. Discuss the significance of this using examples drawn from class lectures, films, readings and discussions 
· Race determines what school we’ll go to, what talents we have 

Reading Questions
1. Why does Ian Haney Lopez prefer the term “Racial Fabrication?”
· He doesn’t seen race as concrete and something that is fabricated by society
· Fabrication implies the workings of human hands, and suggest the possible intention to deceive
2. What does Peggy Macintosh mean when she says that we are more likely to acknowledge disadvantage than unearned privilege?
· much easier to say that individuals have a disadvantage and tend o get to a certain point rather than admit there is an advantage, and give up that “unintended” advantage
· reluctance to talk about how to lessen advantage
3. What is Macintosh’s invisible weightless knapsack?
· I have come to see white privilege has an invisible package of unearned assets
· The idea of an invisible package of unearned assets that you can count on without seeing them
· Wants to become more accountable for white privileges 
· (know a few of the privileges) 
· especially white privilege is hard to see for those of us who are born with access to power and resources
· very visible to whom those privilege was not granted
· often difficult for white people to talk about it 

Explain in your own words what is wrong with the idea of “reverse racism”
· tend to over emphasize indivudalized cases of racism (insults or acts)
· by neglecting the institutionalized systemic part of racism, we over simplify
· over years systemic practices create racism
· saying something hurtful or insulting does not mean its racist



MIDTERM
· 30% of final mark
· all assigned readings and material discussed in class
· First part is short answer worth /50 marks
· 10 sentences or less
· each question is worth 5 marks 
· go through class notes, reading questions that we’ve discussed and practice


· Essay question
· Thesis statement
· 5-7 paragraphs
· use specific examples from class material to support answer
· Different forms of oppression interlock and intersect and thus, resistance strategies that ignore intersectionality frequently reproduce discrimination. Discuss the importance of intersectionality in feminism today using two different course readings to support your answer
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International Women’s Day
· 2 bonus marks if you attend an International Women’s Day event
· Email a TA and describe the event and what you’ve learned in 2 sentences each
· Do this before March 30th


Disabling Images

The Social Construction of Disability, Susan Wendell
“I maintain that the distinction between the biological reality of a disability and the social construction of a disability cannot be made sharply, because the biological and social are interactive in creating disability” (35)

 Social factors t hat construct disability
· creating or failure to prevent injury and illness
· expectations of performance
· the physical and social organization of societies on the basis of a young, non-disabled, “ideally” shaped, healthy adult male (everyone could walk, see well, where could you rest in the supermarket if you needed to sit down?)
· failures of representation (film, media)

 simple physical changes can open up opportunities to all types of people
 facial scarring, cultural stereotyping segregates 
 no one form of disability, all quite different and experiences of people with disabilities are different and sometimes contradictory
 important to not over-generalize 

 people with disabilities are often represented as deviant, evil
 physical disabilities have been used in films, novels, media to suggest evil, depravity, pirates with missing arms/legs
 Mental illness is presented as a motivation for villains
 When not linked to the dark side, characters with disabilities are portrayed as innoncent, pitiful, childish, helpless (eg Tiny Tim)

 told to simply cure the medicial conditions to cure disabilities
 Jerry Louis telethon, people with disabilities need pity, instead of accessible transportation, housing, opportunities
 Disability activits prefer a focus to be centered on the rights of those with disabilities instead of only talking about a “cure” rather than issue of civil rights



 Disability is often erased or absent in our society 
 Never see people with disabilities or experiences of those on TV
 Drive for perfection based on uniformity is unrealistic and exaggerated 
 Disability takes 1000 different forms

 Mark Quinn “Complete marbles”
 introduced series of statues with missing limbs
 sparked heated debate about what kind of bodies are permissible to display in public 
 8 months pregnant, shorten legs and no arms, Trafulgar square statue


1. What do these photos reveal about the representation of women (and women with disabilities) in advertising?
· So unrepresented (disabilities) that seeing a woman in the media with a disability is almost shocking
· Never see a body like this in advertising
· Questioning why we never see the sexualization of women with disabilities 
· When we do see the sexualization of women with disabilities its in a messed up and fetish way
· Ridiculous ways that we tend to depict women in advertising

2. Do these photos subvert commonly held ideas about sexuality? If so, how?
· Disabled bodies are deemed as asexual
· Disabled people having sexual relations about abled bodied people 
· Gender of the other model is not crystal clear, adds to the questioning of sexuality 

Reading Questions

1. When private and public are split, what is the result for people with disabilities according to Susan Wendell?
 When public and private worlds are split, women (and children) have often been neglected to the private, and so have the disabled, the sick, and the old. The public world is the world of strength, the positive (valued) body, performance and production, the non-disabled and young adults. Weakness, illness, rest and recovery, pain and death and the negative body are private, generally hidden and often neglected. Coming into the public world with illness, pain or a devalued body, people encounter resistance to mixing the two worlds; the split is vividly revealed. 

2. Name the two things that Wendell says are important to remember about the “help” that people with disabilities need
 Page 40. ****Important for final
 The help that non-disabled people receive tends to be taken for granted and not considered help but entitlement, because it is offered to citizens who fit the social paradignms, who by definition are not considered dependent on social help. It is only when people need a different kind or amount of help than that given to ‘paradigm’ citizens that it is considered help at all, and they are considered socially dependent. 


3. Eli Clare criticizes what he “overcoming” stories about disability. Why is Claire critical of the “supercrip crap” (3)?
 De-humanizing those with disabilities
 Seeing those with disabilities less than you
Page 3 review 
 story should be ableism not the inspirational story of someone with a disability overcoming obstacles
 Shouldn’t have to overcome obstacles in the first place
 Internalized supercrip 
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Examining the Health of Immigrant Women in Canada: The Social Determinants of Health perspective

Health and Wellbeing
· “A state of complete physical, mental, and social well-being, and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity”
· “Health is seen as a resource for everyday life, not the the object of living. Health is a positive concept emphasizing social and personal resources, as well as physical capacities”

Canadian Immigration Policy
· refusal to acknowledge that Canada has a racist history
· also been sexist, racist and homophobic 
· didn’t change until 1960s
· people with disabilities were prohibited from entering Canada

Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (IRPA)
· establishes guidelines to be met for people entering Canada
· still room for discrimination
· still is all about whats good for the country economically 
· undergo medical exams
· excludes persons who they can predict will rely heavily on social or health programs
· Family Class: partners, children
· Economic Immigrants: Investors, self-employed people, live in caregivers
· Refugees: Persons in need of protection
· European countries largest sources of Canadian Immigrants
· Better opportunity- reason for immigration

Healthy Immigrant Effect
· Better health of immigrants than canadians at the time of arrival
· Have to pass health exam to get into Canada
· After 5 years, immigrants health declines 
· Diabetes and coronary heart disease incline
· 3 Reasons:
Canadian Immigration Policy
 Healthier Behaviour in home country prior to immigration
 Self selection: people with better health are more likely to move and immigrate
Social Determinants of Health
· determines the extent and variety of resources that society organizes and distributes to its members
· environmental factors contribute to health development
· “Circumstances in which people are born, grow up, live, work and age, and the systems put in place to deal with illness. These circumstances are in turn shaped by a wider set of forces: economics, social policies and politics.” (WHO)
1. Healthy Child development
2. Biology and genetic
3. Education and literacy
4. Employment working conditions
5. Gender
6. Income and social stats
7. Social support networks
8. Social environments
9. Physical environments
10. Personal health practices and coping skills
11. Health sevices
12. Culture
Intersectionality
“An intersectional approach differentiates itself from other approaches by how it conceptualizes social identity or categories of difference; by how it places power and the complexity of processes of domination and subordination at the centre of analysis; and by how its main objective is the pursuit of social justice through intersectoral and counterintuitive coalitions”


Socioeconomic Status
· Income
 Goes up as education increases
· Education
 Those with less education have less income generally
· Occupation
Racism and Discrimination
· “Racism is a lethal weapon used for continuous ghettoization and marginalization of immigrant women”
Oppression Illness
“Chronic, traumatic effects of experiencing social bigotry over long periods of time (especially during critical developmental periods of identity formation) combined with the negative emotional effects of internalizing prejudice”

Healthy Behaviors/ Personal Health Practices
· influence of social, economic, environmental factors
· 
Social Support Networks
· Social support networks are supports “from families, friends and communities and are associated with better health. Such social support networks could be very important in helping people solve problems and deal with adversity, as well as in maintaining a sense of mastery and control over life circumstances” 
· 
Acculturation
· “The gradual adoption of the values and normative behaviors of the dominant society, a process which is seen to culminate in assimilation whereby one loses one’s attachment to an ethnic identity and becomes part of the larger society”

Ageism
“ An oppressive, hierarchical term of social relations based on age. Societies differentiate between age-related life stages and assign responsibilities and behaviors to each life stage. These intersect with the predominant value system in Western society, where individual status and value are located in economic productivity, performance and independence”
Health Services
· Barriers to health care services include:
 Limited knowledge about available services
 lack of control in the referral process
 cultural/religion barriers
 lack of same-sex providers
 discrimination and racist attitudes of health care providers
 language insufficiency
 waiting period for health insurance/ health care coverage 

Culture
· Health is more than “an objective biological phenomenon” ; it “is culturally defined and practiced”
· Language: limits access to health care
 Predictor of employment and income
 An ability to build relationship and healthy social support systems
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· Laura Mulvey studied the role of women in classic Hollywood film
· Argued that viewers are encouraged are encouraged to identify with the hero of the film that tends to be male
· As female characters are tend to be passive/ secondary roles with intention to be gazed at or to be looked at
· Identitifys 3 Gazes:
 Gaze of the camera (often traditonalliy and mostly masculine (camera controlled by a man) 
 The gaze of male characters who watch female characters and fetishized objects (through the camera we watch male characters watching women)
 Gaze of the Spectator/ Gaze of the audience: Forced to identify with the gaze of the camera and male characters (line of vision is controlled by the camera to a certain extent) (audience members forced to identify with the male gaze)
· Gaze of the camera and gaze of male characters objectify female body parts
· Suggest that women are commodities, objects to be looked at, not treated as human beings with rights 
· Spectators are encouraged to see and feel the story through the male protagonists eyes, feel his feelings and pleasures
· One can identify with the hero while enjoying the objectified spectacle of the heroine woman
· Self-surveilence (Panopticon) (feeling watched, feeling looked at)
· The images of beauty is just another form of social control of women (Naomi Wolf, The Beauty Myth)

Damsel in Distress
How does the damsel in distress trope split gaming narratives into active/male and passive/female? 
· Males are active playable characters, and females are objects ( you can replace them with a trophy but nothing in the game will change)
· Female doesn’t need to speak in the game




Reading Discussion Question
1. What is the “oppositional gaze”, as described in your reading by bell hooks?
· How black women watch movies because they don’t identify with anyone because they’re not represented
· Black women watch en guard
· Gaze has been a sight of resistance for black people globally
2. What are some other issues left unresolved by Mulvey’s approach?

3. Can you think of some women in film or on tv today who challenge “to be looked at ness”?


Toni Morrison on the white gaze
1. How does Toni Morrison deal with the white gaze in her novels?
· She doesn’t want the white gaze to be present or dominant in her novels
· Doesn’t want to be consumed or concerned by the white gaze

2. In what ways does the interview reveal the existence of the white gaze in the world of literary criticism?

Rachel Rostad- To JK Rowling, from Cho Chang
1. What stereotypes are Asian women subjected to in popular media?
· Smart, nerdy Asian stereotype
· Very little caricatures (mulan)
· Stereotype that all Asians as one group

2. What strategies does Rachel Rostad use to counter such stereotypes?
· Finally gives Cho Chang the opportunity to talk back
· Gives her a voice

Kristina Wong
How does Kristina Wong resist racist stereotypes about Asian women as passive and exotic?
· Loud, through comedy
· Makes it really obvious how horrible these images are

The Fountain
1. In your opinion, does Lena Dunham’s short film The Foundation disrupt the traditional male gaze?
· Wants to be naked, but doesn’t necessarily have the choice 
· Wants to be naked for herself
· Brushing her tongue, washing her hair like a normal girl, without the sexuality
· More normal nakedness
2. Does it challenge “to-be-looked-ness”?
3. Does Girls re-enact the erasure of black womanhood
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