Philosophy Midterm 3 Study Notes
Logical Fallacies:
Here we will deal with informal logical fallacies.
	The fallaciousness of informal fallacies stems from the lack of relevance, adequacy, or acceptability of the premises, the language used, or the technique of persuasion, rather than their structure.

1. Begging the question (petitio prinicipii): suffers from circularity; the speaker assumes what she’s trying to prove.
· ie. “Mahatma Gandhi must have been an honest person, because he would never lie to anyone.”
· “The belief in God is universal because everybody believes in God.”
· “It is in every case immoral to lie to someone, even if the lie could save a human life. Even in extreme circumstances a lie is still a lie. All lies are immoral because the very at of prevarication in all circumstances is contrary to ethical principles.”
· “To allow man unbounded freedom of speech must always be, on the whole, advantageous to the state; for it is highly conducive to the interests of the community that each individual should enjoy a liberty, perfectly unlimited, of expressing his sentiments.”

1. Inconsistency: when the argument contains implicitly or explicitly a contradiction, usually between two premises.
· ie. “Members of the jury, there are two compelling reasons why you should find my client not guilty.”
· First, the prosecution has failed to prove beyond reasonable doubt that he was anywhere near the warehouse on the right the theft occurred. And second, even if he was there, I have presented evidence to show that he was acting under threats from his companions. In either case, he should be found not guilty.

2. Equivocation: when the premise has two interpretations, one acceptable and one unacceptable and when the unacceptable is the one present in the conclusion.
· ie. “The end of everything is its perfection. The end of life is death. Therefore, death is the perfection of life.”
· ie. “Only man is rational. No woman is a man. Therefore, no woman is rational.”
· ie. “Everyone agrees that a fetus is a human being. All human beings have a right to live. Therefore, a fetus has a right to live.”
· ie. Ad for luxurious bedrooms: “Suite dreams.” (suite sounds and makes us think of ‘sweet’ dreams).







3. False dichotomy (bifurcation, false dilemma): it presents us with an “either/or” situation when in fact there are more than two options involved.
· the premises present us with alternatives as though they are exhaustive or exclusive when in fact they are not.
· exhaustive alternative: covers all possibilities: whether someone is pregnant or not
· exclusive alternative: the choice of one excludes the other (ie. am and pm)
· This way we’re pressured to choose between these two options when in reality there’s a lot more to choose from, or maybe a choice is not even necessary. 
· ie. New Hampshire state motto: Live free or die.
· ie. “If you don’t know Bob Dylan, your knowledge of music inadequate.”
· ie. America: Love it or Leave it (written at the U.S. Mexico border)
· ie. “We must legalize drugs. We either legalize them or pay a heavy tolls in lives and taxpayer’s money to continue the war on drugs. And we cannot afford to pay such a high price.”

4. Appeal to pity (argumentum ad misericordiam): using one’s own tough time or pointing to someone else’s difficult situation to win the argument.
· ie. “Professor, I deserve an A in logic. My boyfriend eloped with my cousin Alice, my parents divorced. My life is a mess. I deserve an A for my pain.”
· ie. “Please officer, don’t cite me for driving under the influence. I know it’s my second time but this year my parents will put me in a rehab program and my social life will be ruined.”

5. Appeal to force (argumentum ad baculum): any type of harassment falls within this argument.
· ie. “I believe the death penalty to be savage and it has no place in a civilized society. Well, if you don’t vote in favour of it in the coming election, I’ll tell your parents that you keep whiskey in your locker.”
· ie. “Barbara, I would like you to come discuss your job promotion with me tonight. Meet me at the hotel and wear something sexy. Give a little and you’ll get something back.”
· **Keep in mind, though, that there might be cases when the appeal to force might be relevant. That’s when the speaker is responding to a respective threat or harassment.

6. Appeal to popularity (argumentum ad populum).
· ie. “Thousands of students protested the bombing of Afghanistan. Perhaps you ought to rethink your support of the administration on this.”
· ie. “Be cool! Smoke cigars. All cool people do!”
· ie. “The vast majority of Canadians were against the war in Iraq. How could you support it then?”



7. Appeal to authority (argumentum ad vericundiam).
· ie. “John Lennon was against the Vietnam war. So, it must have been a big mistake.”
· ie. “Michael Jordan thinks that Nike makes the best shoes. Buy some today.”
**There are cases when the appeal to authority is relevant. There are two conditions that allow the use of authority for our arguments:
· we lack the information and experience and we cannot obtain it directly by ourselves to make a reasonable decision
· the authority in question is entitled to this status on the matter (ie. docots, lawyers, etc.)

8. Appeal to ignorance (argumentum ad ignorantiam): it occurs when it is argued that something is the case simply because you cannot prove otherwise. It goes like that, “if you can’t prove that I’m wrong then I must be right”.
· ie. “Belief in reincarnation is unwarranted, since no one can definitely demonstrate that the soul can enter another body and come back on Earth.”
· ie. “It’s clear that God doesn’t exist because science hasn’t proved that he does.”

9. Appeal to person (ad hominem): it occurs when instead of dealing with the issue at hand, there is a personal attack or an attempt to discredit someone. The personal attack aims at a personal characteristics such as age, weight, height, gender, race, etc.
· ie. “The death penalty is savage and has no place in a civilized society.”
· “How would you know? You only went to high school.”

10. Tu quoque- “You’re another one”. It occurs when you’re trying to discredit someone because their actions don’t match their words.
· ie. “How could he tell me to exercise when all he does is sit on the couch and watch TV?”
· ie. “I think you should really stop eating so much chocolate. It causes dreadful skin problems, it is linked to breast cancer and is physiologically addictive.”

11. Straw man. It occurs when an opponent’s position is presented as so extreme that it’s indefensible. Then we’re steered towards a more moderate position which immediately looks a more attractive alternative.
· ie. “MP Kennedy is opposed to the military spending bill, saying that it’s too costly. Why does he always want to slash everything to the bone? He wants a pint-size military that couldn’t fight off a crazed band of terrorists, let alone a rogue nation.”
· **not directly attacking the author, questions him but does not go further
· ie. “Those animal rights people make me sick. If they get their way, medical advances in this country will come to a grinding halt.
· ie. “Students these days object to being searched for drugs. If we don’t search them, they’ll be peddling drugs at school and drug abuse will be rampant.”


12. Hasty generalization fallacy: occurs when we draw a conclusion about a whole group based on an inadequate sample of the group.
· ie. You should buy a Dell computer. They’re great. I bought one last year, and it has given me nothing but flawless performance.
· ie. The French are snobby and rude. Remember those two high-and-mighty guys with really bad manners? They’re French. I rest my case.
· ie. Psychology majors are incredibly ignorant about human psychology. Believe me, I know what I’m talking about. My best friend is a psychology major. What an ignoramus!

13. Slippery slope: arguing, without good reasons, that taking a particular step will inevitably lead to a further undesirable step(s).
· the pattern is: “Doing A will lead to action B which will lead to action C which will result in calamitous action D. Therefore, you should not take action A.”
· also known as the “domino effect” and the “thin edge of the wedge”
· ie. We absolutely must not lose the war in Vietnam. If South Vietnam falls to the communists then Thailand will fall to them. If Thailand falls to them, South Korea will fall to them. And before you know it, all of South-East Asia will be under the communist control.
· ie. “We must ban pornography in all of its forms, otherwise, rape and other sex crimes will be as common as jaywalking.
· ie. All Canadians should be against the law permitting same-sex marriages. If that kind of thing is allowed, before you know it, anything goes – bestiality, prostitution, illegal drug use, and violence.
· *Keep in mind that not all chain arguments are slippery slope fallacies. Consider the following example:
· ie. If you have Lyme disease, you definitely should get medical attention. Without medical treatment, you could develop life-threatening complications. Man, you could die. You should see a doctor now.

14. Confusing cause and effect: occurs when the effect is identified as the cause and vice versa.
· ie. According to one political analyst, a period of stock market jitters was the result of the declining popularity of the incumbent president, accompanied by doubts about his re-election.
· ie. It has been observed that very often people who are depressed are also ill. This has been taken to suggest that depression is a causal factor of illness.

15. Common cause fallacy: committed when it is claimed that there is a causal relation between A and B when in fact both A and B are caused by a third factor C.
· ie. A recent study shows that students who cram immediately before examination usually get lower grades than those who do not. Well, I certainly won’t make that mistake this term. I’m not even going to open a book during the exam period.


16. Post hoc fallacy (post hoc ergo propter hoc – “after this therefore because of this”): asserts a causal connection between two events based on something happening earlier in time
· the pattern of the fallacy is as follows: “Because something precedes something else in time then it must be its cause.” 
· the problem is that the connection might be completely coincidental
· ie. Paul had bacon and eggs and three pancakes for breakfast. Then he took the SAT exam. He scored in the top 20%. I’m so proud of him. That just goes to show you: everyone should eat a big meal before an exam!
· ie. The Dallas group held a rain dance at the Turtle Creek fountain Sunday night, and the group leader Debra Denton claimed it got results. “It rained, didn’t it?”, she asked Monday.
· ie. Whenever the team is on a winning streak coach Sanders wears the same tie to each game. We won the last three games, so Coach Sanders’ lucky tie must be working!
[bookmark: _GoBack]
17. Red Herring: occurs when the speaker intentionally takes an irrelevant line of reasoning in order to divert the attention away from the real issues at hand.
· ie. Every woman should have the right to an abortion on demand. there’s no question about it. These anti-abortionists activists block the entrances to abortion clinics, threaten abortion doctors, and intimidate any who wants to terminate their pregnancy.
· ie. The legislators should vote for the three-strikes-you’re-out crime measure. I’m telling you, crime is a terrible thing when it happens to you. It causes death, pain, and fear. And I wouldn’t want to wish these things to anyone.
· ie. Mr.President, what do you have to say to the American people about the rising unemployment in this country?

18. Loaded words/loaded terms. These are terms that have clear descriptive meaning and evaluate meaning (positive or negative) as well.
· it is their descriptive meaning that allows us to use them as persuasive tools in a context where the audience is not biased toward one or the other of the meanings

19. Loaded questions (complex questions). Complex questions assume that both answers (yes or no) to the question will confirm what is stated in the question. Thus, complex questions make statements without appearing to do so.
· ie. Have you stopped beating your wife?
· ie. Do you usually eat garbage for breakfast?
· ie. Have you always been a liar and a cheat?
· ie. Tell me, is celibacy the only way to find happiness?
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