Into to Ancient Greek
Office Hours: Weds 1:30-2:30
hloube@uottawa.ca
What is  ancient greek civilization?
Ancient= BCE (b4 the common era)
Pre-historic (Before written history): before 750 BCE
Historic: 750 BCE-30 BCE
Greek Pre-historic Eras
Stone Ages (40,000-3000 BCE)
Bronze Age (3000-1100 BCE) discovered bronze (copper/tin) weapons made from tin
Dark/Iron Age (1100-750) we are figuratively in the dark about this time
Hesiod’s Pre-Historic Eras
· Gold (everything was good) (Paleolithic) old stone age
· Silver(Neolithic) new stone age
· Bronze (bronze)
· Heroic(bronze)
· Iron (Iron/dark)
Greek Historic Eras:
Archaic Age (750-480 BCE)
Classical Age (480-323 BCE)
Hellenistic Age (323-30 BCE)
323-Alexander the great died
330-Cleopatra the 7th was Greek (her death)

Herodotus: “Father of History”
Invented the writing of history.
· Historia- to ask questions
· Why did the Greeks and Persians go to war? (His big question)
· He is the source, found the answers to the question
· Source for ‘300’
· Wrote in classical era

Who are the Greeks?
Graeci=Greek
Hellen (NOT Helen)
Hellene (they believed they were all descendants of a common ancestor; a man named Helen)
Hellen- son of Greek equivalent of Noah

Hellas- where all the Greeks lived: homeland (GREECE TODAY)
Topography: the landscape
Mountains/ valleys, makes communication difficult
Inlets mean the Greeks are very close to the sea, which was the preferred way to travel
Hellas was not a unified country until the 1900’s
Little states made up the society, constant fights broke out over land
Resources:
Minerals like Gold, silver, iron, building stone 
NO COPPER, had to trade for copper to make bronze
18% of the total land mass is agriculture
Climate:
Hot summers, damp cool winters
Most activities are conducted outside, theatre outside, assembly, council, worship occurs outside, not in a temple
Winter Agricultural Cycle:
Crops are planted in winter, plant in fall, harvest in spring and early summer (opposite of us)
The Mediterranean Triad
Grain-Demeter (flat/pita bread)
Grapes-Dionysos (to make wine, always diluted it with water)
Olives-Athena 
Non greek foods: #newworldcrop
· Tomatoes
· Potatoes, rice, corn
· Sugar
· Coffee, tea 
· Chicken, beef

Greek ‘Glue”
1) language: Indo-European
2) religion: polytheism

Each place they lived had an emphasis on a different collection of Gods

What is civilization?
1) Agriculture
2) Towns of more then 5,000 
3) Monumental Buildings (Big ones)
4) Metallurgy (must be able to make metals through manufacture)
5) System of Writing 
ATMMS

Prometheus (see p.29)
He stole fire from the Gods and gave it to man.

Course Components:
2 lectures/week
3 tests: 2 in class, 1 final
(Sept 29th-prehistoric eras)
(Nov 3rd- Archaic Period)
(Final Exam)
Weighted (25, 25, 30)
Multiple Choice and Short Answer
5 Elements of Civilization
Assignment (20%) Go to the museum and find something you like, describe it
Scavenger Hunt
Our text: The Ancient Greeks Benjamin books next to father and sons ($29ish)
PRINT OFF LECTURE OUTLINES
Buy textbook
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