Week 5
Sports, Deviance and Violence

Working definition of ‘deviance’

“Deviance is any thought, action or feeling that runs contrary to social standards or expectations. It can be considered rule-breaking behaviour. Deviance can be thought of on a continuum of tolerable behaviour. For instance, on one end there is tolerable behaviour, on the other, extremely problematic or unacceptable behaviour and all the shades of grey in between” (Wilbert Leonard II, 1998).
Two Dimensions of Deviance

Deviance isn’t something that is easily classified 
· Money ball

· Deviant act in baseball 

· Using stats to make a team 

· Never really done before  

1) The objective dimension 

- It’s not about how rules are enforced 

- Things that go against the formalized rules that we find in all sports 

· Formal punishments
· Is when the agreed upon rules have been broken 

· A fine, suspension, formal apologies, being called for a penalty 
2) The subjective dimension 

· Based on moral judgements and the hierarchy of moral control 

· Trash talking, competing when you’re injured, distracting a fielder in baseball when trying to catch a ball    
· Informal punishments

· Branding a group or individual 
· Someone that gets booed, laughter, insults 

· Making judgments on someone’s character (people returning Ray Rice jerseys) 

· Media scrutiny  

Example of a situation

· Social actors responds to the collective meanings

· How do we arrive upon this collective meaning

· We arrive at a collective meaning thru social interaction 

· Code in sports

· Rules of the game (dress code)

· Shacking hands

· Not intentionally hurting someone

An interactionist approach to deviance: Labeling theory

· The relativity of deviance 

· Emphasis on reactions to deviance 

· Example: the ‘enforcer’

· The relativity of deviance 

· Behaviour is only deviant because people say it is 

· Emphasis is on reaction to deviance ( what we think is wrong 
· This is an important way in which we define deviance 

· If you accept the role of the enforcer labeling theory says that you will act in ways the reinforce the enforcer

· Everyone will expect that of you  

· You internalize it as part of your identity 

· Your role it to fight 
Deviant underconformity and overcomformity 
· Under

· Males athletes as parents 

· Leaving a game to be with your wife as you give birth 
· Vince carter goes to university convocation 
· Over ( the unquestioned rules of do what you need to do 

· Weight control 

· Family life should be organized around sporting life 
Documentary – (TBA)
1) What are the functions of doping in track and field?
2) Explain one way that Bourdieu’s (1993) term cultural capital applies to the documentary. 

3) In your opinion, which dimension of deviance, objective or subjective, was more damaging for the athletes featured in the documentary? Explain your answer. 
Revisit the definition of the situation…
Definition of the situation defined

· Social actors respond to perceived collective meanings

· How do we arrive upon this collective meaning?

Example: codes in sports 
An Interactionist Approach to Deviance: Labeling Theory
Labeling Theory

· The relativity of deviance

· Emphasis on reactions to deviance

· Example: the ‘enforcer’

Deviant underconformity and overconformity 

· Deviant underconformity 
· Example 1 – male athletes as parents
· Example 2 – Vince Carter attends university convocation 
· Deviant overconformity 

· Example 1- weight control

· Example 2 – family life should be organized around sporting life
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