Bioethics –PHI 320/ BIO 312– Section 74894/76494 (hybrid) Fall 2014
Meets Tuesdays SCOB 228 1:30-2:45
Instructor: Professor Joan McGregor  email:  joan.mcgregor@asu.edu
Office hours: Tuesday 10-11:30 and Wednesday 1:30-2:30 and by appointment
TAs: Greg,  Coor 3371 office hours Tuesdays 3-5 and Carter Johnson Coor 3371 hours 
Required Materials: 
1. Vaughn, L. (2010). Bioethics: Principles, Issues, and Cases. New York: Oxford University Press. Please note that it is your responsibility to obtain a copy of this book before or during the first week of classes; no late assignment excuses will be granted due to not being able to acquire the book in a timely manner unless there is a documented problem with ASU bookstore ordering. 
2. Blackboard will be used to deliver some course content. You can access this course management system through ‘MyASU’ or by going to the URL: http://myasucourses.asu.edu Students are expected to check into this course’s Blackboard site at least three times a week on non-consecutive days. If you need technical assistance with Blackboard, please go to: http://help.asu.edu/ 
3. Students are responsible for reading and viewing all materials found within the Blackboard course shell including, but not limited to, the announcements, the introductory materials, the weekly overview and learning objectives found within each lesson folder, supplemental articles, and the grading rubrics. These resources contain critical information, which will enable you to be successful in this course. 
4. The book comes with a complimentary student resource website. This resource contains practice quizzes that can be taken multiple times and that provide helpful feedback along with flashcards that review key terms and concepts.  Students are strongly encouraged to use this site to enhance concept acquisition. 

Course Objectives: After an introduction to correct reasoning, the normative foundations of bioethics, and decision-making, this course explores selected ethical dilemmas associated with heath care and biomedical research such as euthanasia, stem cell research, and health care policy.  Through the readings, discussions, and various assessments, this course will provide the background needed to evaluate intelligently such ethical issues including the interactions that occur between patients and health care providers and between medical research and society. Case studies and discussions will also be used to develop competence in ethical reflection, decision-making, and theoretical justification. 
On the successful completion of the course, a student will be able to: 
1. Compare and contrast various ethical theories and principles and other methodologies that influence reasoning and analysis of ethical dilemmas 
2. Apply an ethical decision-making model in case analysis 
3. Formulate well-reasoned personal positions on a variety of bioethical issues 
4. Demonstrate critical thinking skills in the analysis of beliefs, theories, and arguments 
5. Analyze and critique both supporting and opposing arguments on a variety of bioethical issues 
6. Facilitate cooperatively a discussion regarding a bioethical issue 

Course Requirements and Grading Procedures: The essential requirements for this course are reading, attending class, participating in class discussion, completing the learning activities and related assessments including weekly participation in the discussion forums. In other words, you must plan to be engaged, to participate regularly, and to read and comprehend the material if you are to succeed in this class. You, at times, may find some of these readings difficult. This is to be expected, and you must be prepared to read some of the materials more than once before you understand the fundamental concepts.  Your focus while reading should be on understanding and evaluating the arguments the authors offer in defense of their views instead of simply memorizing the views themselves. Similarly, when you are asked to present your own views, you will be expected to defend them with arguments. 
Grading Procedures and Course Requirements:
1. A midterm (50 points) and a final (50 points) exam are required. These exams are worth a total of 100 possible points.
2. Attendance in class worth 25 points. An attendance sheet will be circulated each day.

3. There will be eleven graded discussion forums available worth 110 under “Group Discussion”. The discussion forums can be found within the “Group Discussions” tab once they open. You will be placed in a group.

4. There is one case analysis activity to complete. This activity is worth 25 points, and it can be found within the “Group Discussions” area once it opens.

5. 11 quizzes are available, and each is worth 10 points. However, your lowest score, out of the 11, will be dropped. Thus, the quizzes are worth a total of 100 points. All quizzes will be completed online within the Blackboard course shell, and can be found within the associated lesson once it opens.

6. There is one student facilitation activity, and it is worth 30 points. This will occur during the week for which you are assigned, and it will be completed online in the “Group Discussion” area.

7. Students are required to attend one outside lecture on a bioethics related topic and write up their reflections about the lecture. 10 points

A student's grade is based on 400 possible points for this course. The grading scale is as follows:


A+ = 100-98% (400-392 points)
A = 97.9-93% (391-372 points)
A- = 92.9-90 % (371-360 points)
B+ = 89.9-87% (359-348 points)
B = 86.9-83% (347-332 points)
B- = 82.9-80% (331-320 points)
C+ = 79.9-76% (319-304 points)
C = 75.9-70% (303-280 points)
D = 69.9-60% (279-240 points)
E = 59.9-0% (239 – 0 points)

Policy on Late Work and Technical Difficulties: Students are not allowed to take late exams or quizzes and to post to discussion topics after the due date unless they have a professionally documented medical or personal emergency that prevents them from completing the assessments in a timely manner. The acceptance of documentation is based upon the sole discretion of the instructor, so the better the documentation and the sooner you contact me, the more likely I will allow you to make up missing work.  If you do not have proper documentation or if you do not contact me within three days after missing an assignment, you will receive no points for that specific assignment. 
Quizzes occur online. Except for the publisher’s practice quizzes, which can be taken unlimited times, students have one chance to take each graded quizzes. In the event of technical difficulties, assessments will NOT be reset unless the student has a professionally documented proof of an outage such as Blackboard going down or a citywide power outage, so students are highly recommended to take the Blackboard practice quiz before attempting any graded assessments and to use a computer in one of ASU’s computer labs when taking exams. Please note if you decide to take exams outside of ASU’s computer labs, you do so at your own risk in the event of an unverifiable technical difficulty. 
Disabilities: If you have or think you have a disability, including a learning disability, please contact Disability Resources Center. The DRC can help determine what accommodations are available to you based upon your disability. 
Netiquette: Throughout this course, we will explore sensitive subjects such as, cloning, and euthanasia.  Students, at all times, are expected to discuss such issues in a respectful and civil manner, to observe common netiquette standards, and to comply with ASU’s Student Code of Conduct.  Failure to do so may result in a loss of points, the deletion of inappropriate posts, the filing of a report of misconduct, or involuntary withdrawal from the course. 
Academic Integrity: “Academic honesty is expected of all students in all examinations, papers, laboratory work, academic transactions and records. The possible sanctions include, but are not limited to, appropriate grade penalties, course failure (indicated on the transcript as a grade of E), course failure due to academic dishonesty (indicated on the transcript as a grade of XE), loss of registration privileges, disqualification and dismissal. For more information, see http://provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity”
The discussion forum each week will be completed by the Monday after it opens, for example, the one that opens on 8/28 will close on 9/1. The quiz must be completed by Friday of that week.  For the on-line assignments do everything under the “Week Topics” “Online  assignments”. There will be links to films, Powerpoint lectures, and other materials.Week 
Weekly topics
In Class-Tuesday
On-line-Thursday

8/21
Course Introduction 
Read the syllabus, get familiar with course layout, buy book, and check out the Blackboard site. 
Introduce yourself on-line (optional: picture of yourself or avatar)
Introduction due Friday 8/22
8/26
8/28 
Moral Reasoning and the Principles of Bioethics 
Ethical Theories
Read: Chapter 1 
Case: Should parents be able to refuse medical care for their children on religious grounds?
Discussion forum: Do everything on 
“On-line assignments”
Take quiz
Discussion due: 9-1
Quiz due 8/29
9/2
9/4 
Ethical Theories
Read: Chapter 2 

Using the theories,  analyze the case study on the discussion board
Do everything under “On-line assignments
Take quiz
Discussion due: 9/8
Quiz 9/5
9/9
9/11 
Reproductive Technologies
Read: 392-400, 406, 410-414, 454-463, 464-471, 510-517

Watch: Bloodlines
Do everything under “On-line assignments”
Take quiz



Discussion due: 9/15
Quiz: 9/12
9/16
9/18 
Reproductive technologies/ genetic choices
Read: 400-404, 483-498
 “Do everything under “On-line assignments
Take quiz
Discussion due:
9/22 Quiz: 9/19
9/23
9/25
Genetic Choices
Read: 518-533, 538-542, 542-548, 571-577, 577-582, 582-589
Watch GATTACA
Do everything under “On-line assignments
Take quiz
Discussion 9/29
Quiz : 9/26
9/30
10/2
Organ donation and transplantation
Read: Bernat “Whiter Brain  Death” *
Miller and Truog, “Changing the Conversation about Brain” Death”*
 Mayo “Brain-Death and Pregnant in TX”*
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Discussion forum
Do everything under “On-line assignments
Take quiz

Optional: 
Watch: John Q and 
Dirty Pretty Things
Discussion 10/6
Quiz: 10/3
10/7
10/9
Midterm 
Review
 Take Midterm 








10/14
10/16 
Fall Break 
Enjoy 


10/21
10/23 
Human Research
Read: 222-233, 235, 241-242, 242-245, 245-248, 279-282, 283-287
Do everything under “On-line assignments”
Take quiz
Optional: Miss Evers Boys
The Constant Gardener



Discussion 10/27
Quiz: 10/24
10/28
10/30
Euthanasia and PAS
Read: 595-603, 605, 614-625, 649-652
Do everything under “On-line assignments
Take quiz

Optional: Million Dollar Baby and Whose Life is it Anyway
DB: 11/3 Quiz:10/31
Attend
Shiva lecture
10/30 at 5:30
11/4
11/6
Euthanasia and PAS
 
Read:661-669, 669-672, 672-677

Do everything under “On-line assignments”
Take quiz
DB: 11/10; quiz: 11/7
11/11
11/13 
Justice & Health Care Policy
Read: 681-688, 691, 696-702, 703-708
 No class veteran’s day
Do everything under “On-line assignments”
Take quiz
DB: 11/17 quiz 11/14
11/18
11/20 
Rationing
Read: pps. 688-690, 724-729, 729-738, 738-746
 Emmanuel and the CDC policy, defend a rationing scheme for influenza 
Do everything under “On-line assignments”
Take quiz
DB:  11/24
Quiz 11/21
11/25
11/27
(no class)
Current food system and health
Watch “Food Inc.” and “Fed Up”
No class


12/2
12/4
Final Exam 
Review
 Take final exam 







*Please note that aspects of this calendar may be subject to change.  If any changes are made, they will be announced via the announcements tool, and changes will be reiterated in the relevant lesson folder. 

