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Bks. I – II
Aristotle was a student of Plato’s – similar areas of investigation; different approach 
1. Aristotle trained in Medicine; more practical and empirical approach 
2. Studied Philosophy “as a whole” from Metaphysics, physical sciences, biology, human sciences, Ethics and Politics 
3. Politics the “master science” because it studied the “state”; but understood as a branch of “Ethics” or the Good Life 
4. “Being” can only be understood as an ordered “whole”; everything in “relation” to each other; interconnected
						Aristotle’s Ontology/Epistemology
1.  Systematic study of “categories” of investigation; each part related to the structure of the “rational cosmos” Nous as the “intelligible” principle animating (moving) all of Being
2. Man’s “rational capacity” enables him to “know” or “grasp” the “Essence” of things through reason and speech – “logos”
3. Being is “substance” of “essence” like Plato’s “form”, in that it is the “definition” of a thing, that which is necessary; not contingent; the “what” of a thing; its “nature”. 
						Aristotle’s Natural Physics
1. All beings and Being itself is in motion; There are 4 causes of motion; 1. material, 2. efficient, 3. formal and 4. final – all motion is cyclical and all parts have their “end” within a unified system leading ultimately to the “unmoved mover”
2. Beings are in motion – beings in becoming – things “move” from generation to corruption; circular motion of coming into and going out of being.
3. Things move from Potentiality to Actuality; a Beings “essence” is progressively realized in its “existence; cyclical motion through growth-maturity-decay.
4. Telos – Everything aims towards its “good” completion/perfection of its being – actualizing its potential towards its “final form”.
									Aristotle’s Ethics
1. Humanism – Man is the “highest” form of animal – anima – things with “soul” move with purpose/intention – plants, animals, man.
2. Man is a “rational animal” capable of reason and speech/deliberate action; prudence and wisdom – directed action towards a human purpose.
3. Man is by nature social and political – men are not self-sufficient; they require each other for their existence; man outside a community would be either sub or superhuman – a beast or a god.
4. Ethics/Politics are “practical” sciences; activities done for their own sake; man aims at “virtue” and “happiness”; the Good Life; exercising his “highest capacities” in rational and moral action.
1-- Bk. I – The Nature of the State
1. Politics is a branch of “ethics” it is the sovereign science as it aims to the “good” of the whole community or the common good.
2. To understand the “state” we must understand its parts; the state is by nature; it is the “highest” most complete form of human association.
3. The state is the “public” realm of practical and moral action wherein man actualizes his potential for reason and virtue; he “acts” in freedom among his “equals” for a human purpose
4. The state is the practical arena for the exercise of the “good life” most complete and fully human life as an end in itself; The polis is complete and “self-sufficient”; it is the Telos towards which all other forms of association “aim” and can be measured.  
The household
1. The “public” realm of politics is contrasted with the “private” realm of the household; rule of necessity; production and reproduction.
2. The original household is composed of “two pairs” the family and the master/slave; rule between “unequals” based on “authority”
3. The natural rule of the master; rule between rational and irrational; women, children and slaves; order the proper functioning of daily needs
4. Household based upon “patriarchial friendship” complementary functions; women/children/slaves have incomplete rationality; women are private; children are developing and slaves are “tools”.  
The Village 
1. The association of several households for the purpose of division of labour and exchange in satisfaction of basic needs. 
2. The “kinship” of family expands into a bigger network of mutually interdependent alliances between families producing a primitive tribal society of extended blood relations.
3. Pre-political village association; usually run by a ruling family and headed by a “King” who acts as “Master” and “Father” to the whole; there is only “authority” and “obedience”.
4. The state is the “final” form of this development and is differentiated by the existence of a “public” realm where citizens deliberate together as “equals” who rule and are ruled in turn.   
The Polis and Politics
1.  The Polis is by nature; it is the Telos – towards which all subordinate and incomplete associations aim; it is the highest and final form of human association.
2. The Polis provides the “space” for public and practical action; reasoned speech and moral virtue; it allows men to meet as “equals” and to engage in “free” activity; where they rule and are ruled in turn.
3. The public/political realm is outside of and insulated from mere “natural necessity”; where human nature reaches its highest form; where man’s potentialities are actualized. Man is the “best” and “worst” of animals.
4. Public life is the “good life” the complete and self-sufficient life of man in a community; deliberation and practical action is taken towards the useful and the just; citizens exercising virtue under the rule of law towards the common good. 
Limits of Household Management
1. The household, about economics; production and reproduction; realm of nature and necessity; un-freedom – animal nature; basic needs and their satisfaction.
2. Women, children and Slaves are unequal partners and tools; they are “by nature” subordinate to Master; Rule based on “friendship” to be wisely and justly used; irrationality requires command and obedience;
3. Economic “science” is a lesser means to a higher end; actualization of human nature in politics and philosophy; practical and theoretical science.  Economics is necessary, but not sufficient to happiness. 
4. Wealth is necessary, but not sufficient for virtue; there are natural and unnatural ways of accumulation; all wealth is limited and measured as a means to self-sufficiency, the exercise of virtue and the pursuit of “leisure”; education, knowledge and wisdAristotle surveys and examines established opinions of the “best” or “ideal” states and finds them wanting; begins with “opinion” and subjects them to rational critique.
5. Main target is his Plato – Main failing is “extreme unity” How far should sharing go?  What are the practical limitations of Plato’s Callipolis?
6. State is not a unity; but a plurality; made up of “parts” and each part has a different conception of the “good”; there is plurality and differentiation within the polis.
7. The state consists of different kinds of men; they must have their own share of happiness; politics is about compromise and accommodation of natural differences towards justice, sharing and the common good.  
Bk. II – Critique of Ideal States
1. Aristotle surveys and examines established opinions of the “best” or “ideal” states and finds them wanting; begins with “opinion” and subjects them to rational critique.
2. Main target is his Plato – Main failing is “extreme unity” How far should sharing go?  What are the practical limitations of Plato’s Callipolis?
3. State is not a unity; but a plurality; made up of “parts” and each part has a different conception of the “good”; there is plurality and differentiation within the polis.
4. The state consists of different kinds of men; they must have their own share of happiness; politics is about compromise and accommodation of natural differences towards justice, sharing and the common good.
Limits to Sharing; Privacy and Private Interest
1. State is not a household; difference between public and the private; community of women, children and property is impractical.  Accommodation to man’s private and self-interest must be made.
2. Man is divided between love of the good and love of one’s own; state is self-sufficient in that it provides “space” for both; that serves both justice and the common good.
3. Men have a biological attachment to family; communism of women and children would “dilute” loyalty, affection and care; sex and family are by nature “private” and cannot be subjected to “public” view let alone political” rule.
4. Property; owned privately; but used in common; man’s selfish nature will make more effort and take more responsibility; self-interest harnessed to the common good; wealth necessary for the exercise of virtue; the administration of justice and self-sufficiency of the state.        
Self-Interest part of Happiness
1. Aristotle makes same argument as Adeimantus; Guardians cannot be “happy” in Plato’s ideal state because they are denied the human necessities of family and property.
2. Even the philosopher kings are not “happy”; Politics is based not on unity but “plurality” different elements contributing complementary functions towards the completion or perfection of the whole.
3. Politics about compromise and accommodation between different views of the good; Justice is related to “friendship”; each part contributing to the common good; the whole is greater than the sum of the parts; happiness is something that must be shared in common by all. 
4. Statesmanship the exercise of “practical wisdom” deliberation and decision under the rule of law; men as “equals” actualizing their potential as rational and moral actors; ruling and being ruled in turn; all citizens share in the actualization of their “highest” human capacities.  
Aristotle - The Politics

All about the prudent gentlemen common sense common decency. But if one is a slave why would they want to have this standards.

Philosophy of comfortable and privilege, it is about moderation. Diagnosis problems with actual existing regimes hoping to cure our political ills.

Answer to political Problem:

We must balance regimes, through POLITY: 
· Moderation and cultivation of middle class. (See-saw balance, if it tips we see revolution)
· Master Slave dialectic: slave class, not quite human, have a natural physical flaw in their brain. Man is by nature as social and political animal.

1. Polis as highest association 
2. The public/private divide
3. The critique of Plato’s ideal: Unrealistic as it doesn't speak to the necessities of embodies existence, primarily family, kinship and wealth.
4. Three claims to rule: 1) Wealth; achievement 2) Number; equality 3) Virtue; Noble, Aristocracy
5. Definitions of Constitution of Citizen: KNOW DEF
6. The typology of Regimes: good regimes cultivate common good while bad create faction and self interest
7. Causes of revolution/prevention
8. The Ideal regime 
9. Education/ culture as public concern
Aristotle Bks. 3 – 4
1. Political Definitions, 
2. Typology and Ranking of Regimes:
3. Polity; Managing Stability and Balance
Bk. 3; Definitions and Claims to Rule
1. City (Polis) is an association intended for its members to live well; the good and complete life; one of choice and intention, actualizing capacity for reason and speech on the harmful/useful and the just/unjust
2. Regime (Constitution) is the arrangement which a city adopts for the distribution of offices and for the determination of the authoritative part and the end to which the association aims.
3. Citizen is one who participates in the constitution; deliberating and judging, who rules and is ruled in turn; functional not (natal). 
3 Different Parts = 3 Different Claims to Rule
A City is not a unity, but a plurality; Justice is giving to each part its due in the “sharing” of offices and honours; 
1. “Best” claim on the basis of “virtue”; knowledge + experience in prudence and justice; reputation and respectability
2. “Rich” claim on basis of “wealth”; property and material contribution; the furniture and equipment of politics
3. “Poor” claim on the basis of “freedom”; equality, strength of numbers in both quantity and quality   
Justice = Equality among Equals and Inequality among Unequals
1. Balancing and mixing the claims of each part so that each has a share in justice; politics is accommodation and compromise
2. Political problem is the relation of pre-eminence and equality; and the need for the merits of both to be included in the regime. The diversity of regimes reflects the different aims of different cities.
3. The “best regimes” in theory are different than those in practice; aim is the best regime for the most part, for the majority of citizens most of the time.
4. Political Science is about analyzing and ranking regimes, but also about “healing” and/or improving existing regimes
Aristotle’s Classification System
Regimes	/	Deviations
One			Kingship		Tyranny
Few			Aristocracy 	Oligarchy
Many		Polity			Democracy
Best Regime in Theory = Aristocracy; Rule of the Best for the Best
Best Regime in Practice = Polity; Balance between Oligh & Dem.
Democrats and Oligarchs should cultivate the “middle ground” ; stability requires “balance” and avoidance of extremes
1. Kingship	
· Rule by One for the Common Good
· 4 Types of Kings; permanent generalship, hereditary, heroic and absolute; key variables are concentration of power and rule of law over willing subjects
· Kings are relics from heroic age; Pre-eminence of super-human individuals; unjust to be ruled by inferiors; exile often solution; Critique of Plato: Kings are people; subject to passion and impartiality
· Politics is not household management based on inequality and rule of masters and slaves; equal citizens must take turns in ruling and being ruled in turn. Each must have a “share” in political virtue     
2. Aristocracy
· 1. Best Regime in Theory; Rule of the Best for the Best; 
· 2. Claim to rule is based on political virtue; prudence and justice, knowledge and experience
· 3. Only regime in which the good man and the good citizen are identified
· 4. Problem in practice; it is a form of oligarchy; rule of the few; only few have leisure for education and virtue; narrow basis of participation and support; “many” are excluded.
3. Polity

4. The Best Regime in Practice; for the majority of citizens; for most regimes; most of the time.
5. “Virtue” is the mean between extremes; political virtue is the regime that cultivates compromise and accommodation for stability and justice
6. Polity is a “balance” between oligarchy and democracy; combining the best of both “deviations” to check and balance opposing forces; promotes co-operation and friendship
7. Polity aims at the “middle ground” between extremes; broad base of support and inclusion;  many included in judging and deliberating; few hold office; Election of office holders (Aris); but no property qualification (Dem)

4. Democracy
1. Deviation from Polity; rule of the many in their own interest; aim is freedom; distinguishing feature is equality.
2. Different forms of Democracy; (moderate vs. extreme) variables are distribution of offices by election or lot; rule of law or by decree.
3. Strengths;  Broad base of support and participation; “cumulative wisdom” of the many in judging and deliberating; more moderate than oligarchy.
4. Weakness; Domination of the vulgar; lack of education, experience and virtue in ruling; tends towards poverty, theft and tyranny 


5.  Oligarchy
1. Rule of the Few in their own interest; aim is wealth; distinguishing characteristic is the property franchise.
2. Different forms of Oligarchy (moderate and extreme) determined by the restrictive degree of property qualification; moderate or dynastic and rule of law.
3. Strength; the wealthy few have time for leisure, education and virtue; accumulation of wealth requires skill and virtues of gentlemen
4. Weakness; tends towards extremes of wealth and power concentration; power accumulates more power until instability results from very narrow self-interested power elite emerges. 
6. Tyranny
1. Rule of One in his own interest; most “unjust” Dictatorship over unwilling people; rule by force and fraud.
2. Moderate and Extreme Forms; Kingship a form of tyranny; rule by one person; but within the bounds of law and consent
3. Strengths; Election of Dictators can have limited utility for specific purposes; efficiency and expediency
4. Weakness; Inherently unstable; domination produces resistance and revolution; men will not be ruled as slaves.
Politics: Cultivating the Middle Ground
1. Best regimes; Kingship and Aristocracy may be best in theory; but rare in practice; political justice requires compromise between pre-eminance and equality
2. Both Democrats and Oligarchs should avoid extremes between few (rich) and the many (poor) and balance elements for equilibrium and stability
3. Danger to all regimes comes from strife and faction; envy from the poor and contempt from the rich. All regimes must promote friendship and co-operation.
4. Polity is best political compromise because it is broadest base of “sharing”; enjoys the widest amount of support and engages the best qualities of the different parts of the city.
5. Rule of Law is preferable to rule of persons; rule of law most likely when the majority of citizens have a “stake” of “share” in the common good.
Aristotle Bks. 5 – 8
Bk. 5 -  Causes of Change & Revolution
Bk. 6 -  Prescriptions for Preservation
Bk. 7 – The Regime to be Prayed For
Bk. 8 – Education as a Public Concern 
Classical Conservativism
1. Change and innovation dangerous; origins are source of strength and stability; Regimes established with a purpose and and “end” any change can only be away from founders intention.
2. Antiquity = Authority; Change encourages a lack of reverence and even disrespect for the laws; gravity and sanctity are embodied in age and endurance
3. Change unveils the “human” and therefore “conventional” origin of regimes; unravels and divides what bound and unified.
4. One change encourages more change; once taboo is broken, there is no “limit; “improvement” is always open-ended.   
Regimes Don’t Maintain Themselves
1. Regimes are the completion of nature by art; good regimes require “good laws”; legislative science establishes firm foundations.
2. Regimes are living/breathing human institutions; they are the product of human thought and action and a reflection of the character of their citizens
3. Regimes are fragile; don’t maintain themselves; citizens have to be on guard against natural decay and degeneration through the pursuit and performance of virtous activity
4. Regimes are “parts” within a “whole” – need to be kept in balance and harmony through the “mixing” of elements with constant vigilance against “faction”. 
Causes of Change in General
1. Main Cause: Faction as a result of Injustice in the distribution of honors and profits
2. Citizens believe they do not get a “fair share”; dispute arises due to the different views; “faction” arises between different “parts” of the state.
3. Structural cause; Disputes between pre-eminence and equality; both inequality (merit) and equality (freedom) have a claim and both have to be kept from “extremes”.
4. Immediate causes; breakdown of “friendship/partnership” Preponderance of power, fear, contempt, disproportionate increase/decrease of citizens or wealth shifting the “balance” 
Different Regimes; Different Causes
1. Aristotle is a Doctor and the analogy is Medicine; Different bodies/regimes have different constitutions and therefore suffer different diseases and require different cures.
2. Change isn’t unidirectional like Plato; from best to worst following a pattern of progressive degeneration; Aristotle sees a more “fluid” range of possibilities across the breadth of his typological terrain.
3. Different regimes “aim” at different “goods” therefore the tendency is for “over-reach” among the “sovereign” element, destroying the “friendship” and “partnership” of the whole
4. Restoring stability and balance requires cultivating restraint; all revolution is the result of faction pushed to the extreme causing either a gradual or immediate “reversal” of the originally intended “end” of the regime.
Main Cause: Democracy
1. Aim is Equality and Freedom; Main cause of revolution extreme equality; injustice takes the form of confiscating the property of the rich and the corruption of the courts 
2. The many (vulgar/poor) uneducated and desperate; use the assembly to engage in reckless innovation in its own interest against established practice and limits
3. Emergence of demogogs and unprincipled leaders; use of flattery and deception to excite/mobilize the mob; rule be decree and not law
4. Rich unite and rebel against the regime; marshal their wealth and power; assert inequality against equality and establish oligarchy  
Main Cause: Oligarchy
1. Aim is Wealth; Main cause of Revolution is extremes of wealth and poverty; faction between elite and the people leads to faction in the elite
2. Arrogance and contempt provoke the many to form a mob and unite behind a popular leader leading to first democracy and then tyranny
3. Oligarchs split and rivals compete to broaden their base of support, lowering property franchise resulting in a democracy
4. Oligarchs consolidate power amongst themselves establishing a narrow power group/dynasty who rule by decree and not law. 
Main Cause: Polity
1. Aim is Balance – Main cause of revolution is tendency to drift towards either extreme – less “middle people” less willingness to compromise and accommodate
2. Polity is type of Aristocracy – tendency to consolidate power in the elite and to move from moderation to oligarchy; pursuit of virtue is replaced by pursuit of wealth
3. Oligarchy less stable than Democracy – the many react and because they have greater strength in numbers combine not to reestablish balance but to impose the opposite faction
4. Elite have less need for the law; use predominate power to overthrow rule of law and establish personal power either through a tyrant or a power group. 
Revolution leads to Lawlessness
1. Maintaining stability and preserving any regime requires good statesmanship; active prudence, justice and courage
2. As a general rule; all regimes have a tendency to drift towards the extreme; the “natural” inclination is to build upon gains and consolidate power
3. The opposite “part” then “unites” and exercises a pull in the other direction; increasing the force of the reaction in turn; factions move further and further apart and form rival camps
4. Friendship is broken; result is mutual fear, contempt and hostility between rich and poor; progressive movement away from the center to the extremes; rule of law is stretched then overthrown
Cure = Prudent Statesmanship
1. Preventative medicine = “mixing” and “balancing” democratic and oligarchic elements and measures in the Regime; mean produced by going against the grain; forcing/habituating in the opposite direction.
2. Meeting changing circumstances of the material of the state (citizens and wealth) with appropriate balancing measures in distribution of honors and offices
3. Guarding against innovation; small changes can have a cumulative impact and change the regime in practice if not in form; prevent revolution by stealth.
4. Education is key; good laws are useless without obedience; friendship requires compromise; compromise requires moderation; moderation is product of habituation and training 
Preservation of Regimes
1. Avoid faction by cultivating the “middle ground”; the sovereign element should treat its rival with restraint; ruling group should govern “for the sake” of the other
2. Democracies – No redistribution of property by force
3. Oligarchies – Care for the poor; provide means of prosperity
4. Cultivate Justice = All need to share in the common good; all must get a “part” of what they want; no extremes of rich and poor; penury produces idleness and luxury produces innovation 
Both D & O; Aim towards Polity
1. Polity balances by giving to each its due; people get good government and can concentrate on private work; few get to hold office, exercise virtue and gain reputation/honour 
2. No profits in office holding ensures only those with leisure have free time to rule; regime and its offices used for the common good, not an instrument of domination
3. Educated statesmen have 1) good will; 2) experience and capability 3) virtue in agreement with the regime; vulgar aim at their own interest
4. The “balance” of the citizens are invested in the regime and committed to the rule of law; demogoges and power groups always aim to destroy constitutional safeguards and rule by decree. 
The Regime to be Prayed For
1. The aim of politics is not just life, but the good life; an active life of virtue is an end in itself; Blessedness is defined as happiness or Eudaimonia.
2. Political science is the “master science” that allows men to lead a “free life of intentional choice” in which all the virtues can be practiced.
3. Virtue is a state of the to live nobly and finely in speech and deed; the central political virtues are justice, prudence, courage and moderation
4. An Ideal state is one in which the good man and the good citizen are in concordance and men share in ruling and being ruled in turn
The Relation of Virtue to Prosperity
1. Prosperity is the result or end of virtue; not the other way around. It is not the possession of “external goods” but their use that matters.
2. External goods have natural “limits” they are means and not ends; to go beyond the “mean” of the useful is to produce the harmful; excess is having too much of a good thing.
3. Those who design regimes for the ends of victory in war or the accumulation of wealth error; peace is the end of war and leisure is the end of work.
4. Virtue is knowing the right “limit” through both knowledge and experience; living the active political life.  
The Relation of Philosophy and Politics
1. There are a plurality of goods; philosophy or the life of learning and wisdom is different from the political life; the aim at different forms of the good.
2. The philosophical life is “best” in that it cultivates and actualizes the “highest” capacity of man; reason and the intellectual virtues.
3. The philosophical life is still an “active life” intellectual activity, is still a relation of the “part” to the “whole”; even God is active; thinking, thinking itself.
4. Political life deals with the “moral” or “ethical” virtues of human affairs; affection and emotion that persuade will and intention.
1. The Proper LimiVirtue; it is not measured in the possession of tools but that they are used finely and nobly.
2. The best regime will have the external goods provided by nature; a secure location, abundance of land and natural materials; and temperate climate.
3. The best regime is one that is self-sufficient, citizens must be able to know and judge each other; they must be bonded by the personal ties of affection and friendship.
4. There are “limits” to external goods that define the mean between deficiency (idleness) and excess (innovation) aggrandizement is not an “end” in itself. t to External Things
Men are the Material of the Polis\
1. The good of the individuals is the good of the city; laws and education make good citizens who perform their proper function as human beings.
2. Virtue is the result of nature, habituation and reason; convention “perfects” or “completes” what is given by nature and fortune.
3. The city is divided between what is necessary and what is by free intentional choice; the citizens are those who have leisure and are active in politics.
4. Farmers, artisans, merchants and workers are excluded because they are deformed by the necessary and the  vulgar.
The Ruling and Being Ruled in Turn
1. Citizens are equal; but not at different stages in their life; to rule well is to have first been ruled well; virtues of statesmanship are different than virtues of obedience.
2. Youth; time of strength and courage; turn is to be ruled and serve as guardians and warriors; practice the virtues of reputation, honor and glory.
3. Adults; time of justice and prudence; turn in ruling; holding office, deliberating and judging; practice virtues of prudence, justice, and moderation.
4. Elders; time of sanctity and retirement; serve as priest to the Gods; seeing to public temples and feasts.
   Education as a Public Concern
1. Character is the result of nature, habituation and reason; what is given by nature is fortune and necessity; men have freedom through application of reason and intentional choice.
2. Sound laws are necessary to the cultivation of men; moral and intellectual training to the noble youth; men of good birth/family with the leisure to practice virtue
3. Habituation can change natural disposition; cultivate the mean by training against the grain; education, like medicine applies the general to the particular.
4. Education is the active life of leisure; not rest or entertainment, but the development of capacities through practice
Education in The Liberal Arts
1. As the body is prior to the soul; and the child prior to the adult; the lesser is for the “end” of the higher; education is the “process” that makes the man.
2. Physical Training, Growth and Strength for the Young; a healthy body is necessary and prior to a healthy soul and a balanced life
3. Reading and Writing; training in moral judgment and the forming of correct will and intention; bonding and affection
4. Music and Drawing; appreciation of beauty, proportion and measure; recognizing the “mean” between deprivation and excess. 










Augustine #3 – Bks. 15 – 22
1. Providence and Sacred History
2. End of the Two Cities
3. Happiness and the Last Judgment 
Revelation as Sacred History
1. God is known through his “works” greatest of which is creation itself
2. Everything has an order and a place in God’s Divine Plan
3. Man’s place is to obey God and be an instrument of the Divine will
4. God reveals himself through Scripture, Prophecy and Miracles; Interpretation of the Bible key to Christian Life
Scripture as Metaphor
1. Sacred texts have great antiquity; older and wiser than Greek philosophy
2. Scripture informs our understanding of history as God’s revelation of the unfolding of Providence in time
3. Scripture reveals truths to those who have the right understanding; it provides certainty to those with faith
4. Scripture must be studied and taught so that the faithful are lead to the truth; Church establishes “doctrine” and “heresy”.
Augustine’s Two Cities
1. In the Garden Man sins and brings evil and death into the world; history is man’s moral progress towards reconciliation with God
2. After the Fall; there are two cities “mixed” in the temporal world; both co-exist and one can never be sure if one is among the saved 
3. The city of Man loves itself and worldly things and the City of God who loves and obeys God.
4. Scripture can be read to find moral lessons and the moral consequences that result from obedience and disobedience to  divine law.
God’s Work and Miracles
1. The main metaphor used repeatedly is the difference between the children of sin and children of promise; Abraham; Isaac and Ishmael
2. The centrality of Miracles; Isaac’s miraculous birth; the Jewish liberation from Egypt; David’s triumph over Goliath;; the Virgin birth of Christ; the resurrection of Lazarath etc.,
3. Miracles prove God’s power of nature and action “above and beyond” limits of human understanding
4. Miracles test “faith” and “belief” because they are “outside” the scope of reason; certainty and truth found in scripture; not world
The Epoch’s of Man
1. Sacred History Divided into “stages” of man’s moral progress to mature understanding; not all eras are equal.
2. Childhood – (Adam – Noah) – Immediacy/Intimacy a Father’s Love and Commands
3. Adolescence (Moses – Jewish Kingdoms) – Law and Obedience
4. Maturity – (Christ – Rome as Universal Empire) Incarnation and the Church – the Christian way of Life
Christ’s Future Return
1. The world is old and corrupt; the second coming, the return of Christ and judgment day is near; live in patience and faith
2. Rome served its purpose through bringing Christianity to the known world; Christ’s message triumphed over Pagan religion and has state support and sanction
3. Christian duty is to wait until Christ’s return; live in Piety, faith, hope, charity, chastity and obedience; serve the Church and obey the law.
4. Happiness a future promise; to be fulfilled “in time” at the End of Days; Christ’s return to establish the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth
Chap. 19 – The End of the Two Cities
1. The two cities serve two “ends” the Earthly city brings Peace understood as “Pacification”; only city of God can bring true happiness and justice.
2. Earthly city establishes and enforces law as a necessary evil; man’s sinful nature requires the state to enforce order.
3. Rome brought “law” and “civilization” to the barbarians through expansion, conquest and administration; God uses the earthly city for his divine purposes
4. The earthly city and human law (the constitution) is a means to Peace and not an end in itself; it is not moral or provide for human virtue.
Error of Pagan Moral Philosophy
1. Philosopher’s endlessly dispute over the nature of the Good.  Some say happiness is pleasure, some say virtue, some say wisdom; rival “schools” each with own “rules”. 
2. Human reason alone insufficient and cannot establish truth and certainty; all this “idle speculation” as a result of pagan pride.  Man’s reason finite; must be grounded in faith
3. Classical virtues like temperance, prudence, justice and courage come to the “moral” man; the Christian, it cannot be learned through philosophy or practical experience
4. Classical virtues are incomplete in themselves and cannot secure happiness; dependent on physical things and are therefore illusionary; they are mere matter of chance
Purpose of State is Peace
1. Man is by nature corrupted by original sin; he is defined by his lusts; for power, wealth, ambition and pleasure; all men are slaves to their desires; without law there would be chaos.
2. All men are descended from Adam (universal homogenous nature) no distinction between masters and slaves (no higher nature) no man is capable of moderation or self-mastery
3. Law and rulers are products of God’s mercy; they establish order on a chaotic/sinful world; they are purely instrumental a means to an end.
4. Social order requires law to pacify men; All rulers sanctioned by divine right; both kings and tyrants must be obeyed; bad rulers are just punishment
Peace = Concord
1. All men seek peace; even dominators want order and obedience to their own will; unity of purpose within the state. Men are weak and dependent; happiness lies in rest, satisfaction and immortality in God
2. Peace = Pacification or Concord; Law and Order; Command and Obedience; Faction a source of danger and disorder; no legitimate resistance to established law
3. Similarity of Rule in all social institutions and orders – Rulers and ruled in household, state and church; no “public” realm of rule among equals.
4. Patriarchs rule as “fathers” over households; “masters” over slaves; rulers over subjects; civic order requires constant surveillance and control; discipline and punishment; both internal and external. 
The Limits of Justice in City of Man
1. Scipio’s concept of Justice city united towards the common good or sharing in advantage; in error; cities are based upon domination; strong impose their will on the weak.
2. Civic Justice an illusion; at best it imposes Peace; it is purely instrumental; necessary to deal with imperfect world and a corrupt human nature
3. Man must look not to the state; but to God for happiness and satisfaction; human institutions flawed and limited; at best they maintain life; but not the good life
4. Man’s happiness found in the City of God; Civil Peace allows the space for religious truth to known; Rome sanctions the Church and its works the true end of man is salvation; turn form the world to God
True Justice and The Last Judgment
1. Justice cannot be found in the city of Man; Earthly city is an imperfect and incomplete institution; it is limited and will come to an end.
2. True Justice will only be fulfilled and perfected at the End of Times in the Last Judgment
3. Christ will return and enact the final judgment; the wicked and evil will be punished by eternal hell-fire and the good will be saved and rewarded with heaven on Earth
4. God’s judgment is final and absolute; the punishment and condemnation of evil is unrelenting; only the few are saved from the torments of hell; eternal suffering is just reward for disobedience and sin. 
God’s Justice Fulfilled
1. God allowed or permitted “evil” in his gift of “free will” to Adam; it his works have a plan and a purpose; Man’s redemption and return to his true nature
2. God’s purpose will be fulfilled and completed at the end of times and his justice will be glorified in the final judgment; man will find true happiness in his salvation.
3. God’s judgment is infinitely just; man rejoices in the “vision” of justice brought by Christ; faith and hope will overcome all human mortality and limitation; all is made right in the world.
4. Final triumph over evil and death; Man is regenerated body and soul; his wounds are healed and he is returned to his true nature as God intended to bask in full and unmediated glory of God
God’s Promise: Beatitude
1. The Kingdom of Heaven on earth transforms both man and the world to the perfection of God; man is healed and “made whole” through God’s infinite mercy and grace.
2. Man’s is reunited with God; he dwells in the eternal contemplation of God; man feels and knows God’s love immediately, fully and directly for all eternity
3. Man finds complete happiness and satisfaction; he is reconciled to God in the New Jerusalem; all his desires are fulfilled and he is perfected; Joy reigns supreme both now and forever.  Amen
4. Good night and God Bless – Have a good Christmas
Short review:

Point of Politics to advise statesmen of rule of law so we can all pursue happiness and good life. He feels politics produces good, contrary to Augustine feeling state is only there to keep us from natural evils. 

Augustine - City of God

Main Difference between classical and Christian thought: Education vs Virtue, Faith vs Reason, Temporal vs. Eternal, Radical dualism (physical world does not matter)

Revelation is a gift from god. Limits of human justice. Only possible in the afterlife.

1. Critique of Classic Philosophy
2. Praise of Socratic Morality
3. Pagan Pride and Importance of Reason 
4. Providence and the divine will
5. Original Sin + Fall of men
6. Free will + origins of evil (central political question) 
7. Love and Healing
8. Human institution 
9. LAW = command/obedience
10. Last judgment 
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