Week 3


Ethical Egoism
· ought to act only in ur own interest
· this is very rare

Alturism
· benefit others in ur expense
· naturally seek to help others

Psychological Egoism
· even if u think ur doing good it is still in ur good interest
· to look good?
· Never a selfless deed

Rational egoism
· action is only rational if it MAXIMEZES self interest

Friedrich Nietzsche – 19th Century GERMAN
· care too much about what people think of us

Ayn Rand 
· 20th Century Russian/American
· not too popular with academic people
· her philosophy: 
· Objectivism: altruism is wrong (it is wrong to help people). Usually argues for selfishness, help urself, succeed. 
· Ayn Rand Paradox: if u don’t believe in helping people then why are u writing all these books? Are the books not meant to help people? Yet she says don’t help people. 

Selfish perons in psychology is a psychopath – they have no empathy. 
Selfishness is when you are willing to hurt others in order to succeed

Classic Argument for Selfishness
· Plato: wrote a dialogue plays that aren’t meant to be performed. 
· 4th century BC Greek 

Myth of Gyges, Rings of Gyges
· Glaucon and Thracymachus
· Socrates
· Make 4 points to be selfish/evil
1. that it is better to be an evil person that everyone thinks is good, rather than a good person that everyone hates (what is important is not who we are, but who people think we are)
2. That we, to a certain extent, admire the successful evil person, and despise the unsuccessful goody goody person (judge success, not virtues)
3. Religion? Hellenism (during the day). Religion is designed to favour the evil person because it gives all kinds of loop holes for them to escape through. ( it is all designed to help the evil person, the good person does not need it they are already good) 
4. If u give an invisibility ring to a good person eventually they will become evil 
· If everyone could make themselves invisible, then morality would not exists
· This implies we only act a certain way because people see what we do 

1. People do not behave in a good way because they fear punishment. Is it true that mothers only love their children because they fear punishment? (no, empathy for certain people, it is not equal to all people… family vs. stranger) 
2. A selfish, evil person Is never truly successful, they are never at peace with themselves. (never will achieve ultimate happiness) 

Richad Dawkins
· English
· book the Selfish Gene
· film: nice guys finish first 

Prisoners Dilemma
· time or talk
· it is all about trust
1. rat on ur friend, and u go free
2. stay silent and if ur friend rats on u, he goes free
3. both of u talk, and both go to jail
4. both stay silent and both go free 

Golden Balls

James Rachels 

Joseph Butler
· 18th Century English

Ethical Egoists
- are actually very rare. It is rare to find someone who has no empathy at all. Cares for no one at all 

The path to success in nature is reciprocal altruism. I’ll help u if u help me. 
· computer experiments using moral laws, and having them compete against one another
· the 3 moral laws
1. golden rule : do one to others as u would want them to do to u
2. Selfish: only care about themselves (can’t form alliances and teams, no trust and no friendship) 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reciprocal altruism (TURNS OUT TO BE SUCCESSFUL) 

Eye for an eye (ill do to u what u do to me) – vengeance, not justice 

Adam Smith
· wrote wealth of nations 
· best results wheb all members of group seek their own self-interest

Nash EQUILIBRIUM
· an advancement of Adam Smith’s theory
· the best results for the group comes when each member of that group, seeks their self-interest AND THE GROUP’S SELF INTERST 

Moral Philospher 
· a theory of moral sentiments and the wealth of nations 
(turned out to be two books)



How do I make decisions?
What sort of person do I want to be?
Character, virtue, etc… 

Aristotle 
· student of plato 
· movie gladiator 
· Marcus Aurealius 
· Meditations

Plato – 4 Chief Virtues
· wisdom
· justice
· fortitude (moral courage)
· temperance (moderaton in all things) 

Aristole – virtue eithics 
Seek the golden mean
- golden middle between two extremes

Selfishness……….. Courage…………. Foolishness 

Courage is self-sacrifice 

You cannot be taught virtue (because everyone has their own life to live, being virtues is like learning to play a musical instrument). You may know someone who is courages but u cannot live their life, u must learn it on ur own based on ur own experiences. 

You can be taught intellectual virtues: reading math. 

Robert Loudon
· Virtue ethics have no rules to follow 
· Because there are no rules virtue ethics has no help to offer to immediate moral dilemma 
· How can we know if someone is virtues unless we judge his acts? (we do not want to judge actions, we want to judge people) 
· There seems to be certain acts that are evil, regardless of the person who makes them
· There seems to be a style over substance problem, in that it is better to be a certain way then to act in a certin way
Aristotle believed that the goal in life was eudemonia (similar to happiness, it is human flourishing, encouraging people to be honest and courages, etc.) 

Psychology

Bystander Effect
· we are governed by fear, fear of being judged by the group
· we are very conformist 

We are naturally altruistic (help others)

Ashe experiment 
· want to be liked
· go a long with group, even if we don’t believe what a group is saying
· group dynamics is very strong 
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