ART 2360 HISTORIES OF ART I

FALL 2014

TERMINOLOGY:

When you are writing about art, using the correct terminology will allow you to be precise and concise. Use the following terms appropriately in your assignments and be prepared to recognize their meaning for the final exam, which will have a “fill in the blank” component. I will be adding to this list each week.

Some alternatives to the terms “real” or “realistic”: 

Life-like

Mimesis or mimetic 
Representational

Naturalistic

Convincing

Verisimilitude

Illusionistic

Prehistoric Art
Ochre

Abstract

Composite pose

Sculpture in the round

Relief sculpture

Megalithic architecture

Dolmen

Cairn

Passage grave

Henge
Post-and-lintel
Art of the Ancient Near East

Stela (plural stelae) or stele (plural stelai)

Hierarchic scale

Cuneiform

Ziggurats

Registers

Crenellated

Votive figure

Narrative image

Relief Sculpture

Schematic or schematized

Art of Ancient Egypt

Mastaba

Clerestory

Pylon

Hypostyle hall

Colonnade

Clerestory

Cartouche

Art of the Ancient Aegean

Buon fresco

Fresco secco

Repoussé work

Corbel vault

Tholos tombs

Rhyton

Krater

Ancient Greece

Agora

Archaic smile

Chiton

Colonnade

Contrapposto

Entasis

Foreshortening

Meander pattern
Kore, korai

Kouros, kouroi

Tempera
Pudica pose

Symmetria 
Terms for Classical Orders: Doric Order, Ionic Order, Corinthian Order, entablature, stereobate, stylobate, column, drum, shaft, capital, metope, triglyph, frieze, pediment, cornice, dentil, volute, acanthus leaf, egg and dart

Etruscan and Roman 

Allegorical 

Engaged columns

Atrium

Pilasters

Arch terminology: voussoir, keystone, spandrel, jamb, pier, bay

Barrel vault

Groin vault

Annular vault – circular continuous barrel vault 

Tuscan and Composite orders (Etruscan and Roman variations on the Greek orders)

Sarcophagus

Intuitive perspective

Atmospheric perspective

Basilica architecture: apse, nave, aisles

Rotunda

Coffers or coffering

Oculus

Exedra (plural exedrae) or niche

Blind arcade

veneer

Jewish, Early Christian, and Byzantine Art

Codex, codices

Halo

Icon

Iconoclasm 
Lunette
Mausoleum

Putto, putti

Reverse perspective (eg. Justinian and his Attendants mosaic at San Vitale)

Sarcophagus

Typological Exegesis
Vellum

Terms for Basilica or Longitudinal Plan Churches: apse, nave, aisle, sanctuary, clerestory, transept, narthex

Terms for Central Plan Churches: rotunda, central dome, clerestory, ambulatory, pendentives 
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