1. Explain the reasons why JS Mill disagrees with Jeremy Bentham’s theory of Utilitarianism. 
Bentham is a Utilitarian that believed in the greatest good for theory greatest number of people, and to achieve the greatest good, and to achieve the greatest happiness, we should all (including animals) seek pleasure and avoid pain. 
Mill accused Bentham of being an Hedonist, a pleasure seeker and party animal. 
Mill says that it is not the quantity of happiness that matters, but the quality of happiness. We humans want higher and intellectual pleasures (reading a book and math problems), not just basic pleasures (drugs sex money). 
If we were given a choice of being a happy pig, or an unhappy human, we should pick unhappy human (Mill claimed Bentham would pick happy pig) because humans have intellectual pleasure and dignity. 

2. In the Myths of Gyges section of The Republic, what 4 points do Glaucon and Thrasymachus make to Socrates to argue for selfishness? What 2 replies does Socrates make to their argument? 
The students say:
It is better to be an evil man that everyone thinks is good rather than a good man that everyone thinks is evil.
We all admire the successful (evil) man that has broken rules and despise the unsuccessful good man. (we admire a person based on success/wealth rather than virtue).
Religion actually favours the evil man by allowing them to perform rituals/repent for sins to be forgiven. 
Only the weak and frightened people choose to be good
Socrates reply:
Justice is about stability and peace of mind. (Person always being bad will not be truly happy and go crazy).
We do not act on basis or reward and punishment. Our morals are based on empathy. 

3. Child Slavery Movie:
Is it ethical to have children working in factories where they are underpaid and not properly treated?
North American standpoint is that kids should be in school and having fun, playing sorts. 
Is it better for the children that are working to be working or going to school? If children don’t work, there is no money for the families, and they will then starve. 
Is it okay for some cultures to have slaves?
Moral relativism: If you believe slavery is wrong, how can you say its okay in some cultures?
If you say slavery is wrong regardless (Kantian), who are you to judge that culture and what are you going to do to stop it?
 
4. How do Epicurus and Epictetus each argue for a meaningful life?
Epicurus says that to have a meaningful life you need to get away from all the systems and society.
The only three things you need are: 
Money for necessities
Real Friends
Freedom to think and speak
Epictetus on the other hand says that to have a meaningful life, you need to be part of something or a system. 

4. Using Aristotle’s argument for the Golden Mean, explain how selfishness is actually cowardice.
Aristotle stood for moral virtues and virtue ethics and said that moral virtues cannot be taught, they are learned through experience. 
In every virtue, there are 2 extremes that you want to avoid.
Instead, you want the Golden mean, or middle of those two extremes. And when you find that golden mean, you are virtuous. 
For example: Foolishness Courageous Cowardice; the golden mean is courageous. When protecting your family, if you hide and run you are being selfish and cowardice by not protecting your family. 

5. What are at least three main criticisms Robert Loudon makes against Virtue Ethics?
Tells people how to be not how to act
You cannot view virtue ethics since it is a way of being not a way of acting
You cannot determine if someone is virtuous except through his or her actions. 

6. Why does Kant say that humans are by definition moral beings?
Because morality is based on free will and reason, and humans are the only ones that act on freewill and reason. Claims that other animals just act without reason. 

7. What is William Summer’s basic argument for moral relativism?
There should be no right to interfere with another culture 

8. Explain how promises are an example of Rule Utilitarianism. 
Rule utilitarianism agrees with utilitarianisms (greatest good for greatest number) but states that there should be rules to protect the minority (avoiding ends justifying the means).
In order for the society to be happy, everyone must follow these hidden rules, majority and minority. 
Promises promote greater good being spread amongst people in turn achieving the goal of utilitarianism.

9. How does John Nash’s analysis of “governing dynamics” advance the theory of self interest put forth by Adam Smith? 
Adam Smith says the best society is when everybody seeks their own self-interest so that they can use it to help others, and empathy was a guiding light in life.
John Nash adds that you should do what’s best yourself and do what’s best for the whole group. 
In the movie if everyone goes for the best girl, then no one will get her, but if everyone works together and “go after the other girls” then everyone in the group will have a girl and will be better off. 
Your self interest (getting a girl) and working with the rest of the group (everyone else get a girl too).

10. What are the two main types of Justice, and explain.
Compensatory Justice: the bad guy is to be punished and victim is compensated. 
Distributary Justice: you cannot unfairly discriminate against the access to any good. Things need to be distributed equally. 

11. Explain Aristotle’s theory of human equality.
Everyone is equal to one another such as a worker and king, in their differences, and equality is based upon merit and the goal for a flourishing society. 
Everyone needs to function as best as they can for the society to work. 
The worker needs to be the best worker he can be and the king has to be the best king he can be in order to move forward. 
Equality comes from your function. A bum would not be equal to the worker because he is not contributing to the goal of human flourishing. 

12. What is the main difference between psychological egoism and ethical egoism?
Ethical egoism: There is a choice and you should choose self-interest
Psychological Egoism: The view that humans are always driven by self-interest, even in what seems to be acts of altruism. Ex/ Getting a good feeling from helping people



13. What criticism does John Stuart Mill make against religious claims of an “ultimate happiness”?
There is no such thing as ultimate happiness. Happiness is all relative. It doesn’t matter is you derive happiness from sex, money or fame as long as it doesn’t violate the utilitarian principle.

14. What is the difference between amoral and immoral?
Amoral means that morals are not relevant/or involved.
Immoral means that there are morals and whatever is immoral goes against them.
