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Readings by Etcoff,wolfe,Popenoe (Monday,October,27,2014)
Carroll, “Why Horror?’   (October,28,2014)
Human Beauty
Big questions: What is meaning and significance of beauty, origin of obsession with human appearance, how should we regard it?
Ancient Greek view on the big questions
Answered with myth, stories about god and heroes
The judgment of Paris(1635) Peter-Paul Rubens
Hera wife of Zeus
Aphrodite god of beauty
Paris trying to choose between goddesses
Zeus doesn’t want to get involved in selection process
Zeus appoints Paris to decide
Athena promises wisdom in exchange for getting picked
Aphrodite offers the most beautiful woman
Aphrodite offer accepted 
The women Aphrodite promised was Helen of troy. She was the  wife of Greek king. Paris kidnaps Helen. Ten years of war city of troy destroyed.
Moral of story: Beauty is disastrous leads to destruction. Pursuit of beauty led to Trojan war. Beauty lead Paris to make irrational decision. Even Zeus father of god most knowledgeable refuses to try to solve the beauty competition between the goddesses.
Beauty
Women compete for title about who’s beautiful
Beauty tangled with basic aspects of nature
Beauty involves lust, desire for power, respect basic impulses mixed into attitudes to beauty

Three Explanations for ideals of Human Beauty
1. Nature
Beauty is natural phenomenon. Our obsession with physical form of people part of human nature perhaps part of biology.
2.Politics
beauty is about human politics, ways people relate to each other social status
 we will discuss this more and talk about Feminist Naomi wolf
3. Culture (Rebecca P)
Preliminary Question: what is the beauty ideal in our culture?
Extremely thin conception of ideal beauty
Health not always key to conception of beauty.
Beauty ideals mostly aimed at women
Our whole notion of beauty is gendered and more focused about women.
How can we say there’s an ideal beauty when there are so many conflicting ideas how can we know the ideal of beauty in our culture.
Maybe universal appealing features make up ideal beauty how do we decide which features are more universally appealing?
Two ways two determine this
1. consult representations of human body. Media images of human bodies(female bodies) extract images a certain preferences for particularly body. Even children’s toys like Barbie promote thin figure
images show culture has preferences for certain thin appearances in women form. 
For example compare representation of women form of 17th century Athena compare with images our cultures produce shift in cultural ideals. Ruben voluptuous forms.
 Our culture produces thin images.  Its debatable whether we can actually draw conclusion about these ideals based on the media and old art.

Gap between what people prefer and what the media says they prefer.

Female test subjects use graphic scale showing diff women bodies to make one assessment what kind of body shape do men prefer. Women identified 29 thin side of scale. Men select version of female form much more towards other side of scale. Women’s perception lines up with media images. Gap between media images and what people prefer
Art historical images
People in 17th century didn’t like skinny women
Ruben was a painter who liked painting full figured women.
However He painted full figured men and women. Therefore  He was interested in flesh. Painterly obsession with flesh. It wasn’t that he was into curvy women or people in that era preferred curvy women since he painted both genders in the same manner.
Painterly instinct rather then something that expresses a general culture idealization of 17th century.
Other painters in 17th century van dyck painted thin wispy figures similar to media images. 
Bottom Line: When we are talking about universally preferred don’t rely to much on media images not correct about what people in a culture prefer in human form.
2. Comparative Preference Tests
psychologists use to study human preferences.
Mark zuckerberg almost got kicked out for setting up facemash comparing images of who’s hotter.  Basic idea behind face mash same as cpt
You get test subjects together usually done in university. Give ppl questionnaire with diff pics of human body ask them rank order of attractiveness (bunch of face) scale of 1-10
Empirical results from comparative preference tests
Highlights
General agreement of all features about to mention
Robust widespread agreement about features
Both genders, different ages. agreement exists between different sub groups.  Bunch of women u will get agreement. Male judges agreement. 
Facial Profile
People like straight facial profile(makes you more attractive)
Proportion 
Certain faces have mathematical relationship between parts. Proportion make George Clooney particularly attractive.
Symmetry
Images made symmetrical strong preference for symmetrical faces. True even if people cant tell which picture they prefer. 
Averageness
Late 19th century franklin Darwin very interested in criminals typical criminal looked like what?. All criminals look the same we can spot them(Darwin). Darwin created average image of criminals. Cant identify average criminal. Composite photograph looks better then individual pictures. Average of composite image is preferred more then the images used to make them.
Youthfulness(neoteny-> new appearance)
Features that associate with baby(big eyes, small nose, tiny chin big forehead). Features we prefer in female form Audrey Hepburn had cute appearance
Body Shape
Its not so much thinness that determines attractiveness shape determines attractiveness. Waist to hip ratio different show to subjects. General preference 0.7 waist to hip ratio. Audrey Hepburn had body shape around this ratio
Couple of thoughts
Differences between men and women with regards to features
Tested 37 cultures
Men and women rate various attributes in partner
Men prefer good looks more(physical appearance)  
Second :They prefer Ambition
Thirdly :Financial prospects
Women prefer in order of greatest preference
Ambition
Financial prospects
beauty
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