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PHILOSOPHY 2003: CRITICAL THINKING

FIRST EXAM, OCTOBER 10 2012: PROF. K. FERGUSON
STUDENT NAME ____________________________STUDENT NUMBER________________

INSTRUCTIONS: Answer all questions on this examination booklet. TIME: 85 Minutes

I. (6 points) For each of the following, identify the best answer by circling the appropriate letter.

1. Which is NOT an impediment to critical thinking?

a) Believing something because it’s in your interest
b) Refusing to change your  beliefs

c) Knowing a lot about many different things

2. The main function of critical thinking is to

a) Become skilful at winning arguments

b) Guard against false belief and error

c) Learn how to be more skeptical

3. Critical thinking skills will help you to

a) Avoid being manipulated by others

b) Come to know yourself better
c) Appreciate how logical people are
4. Believing what others tell you to believe means

a) That you are sensitive to the needs of others

b) That your beliefs will be based on evidence

c) That your beliefs are not really your own

5. The view known as subjective relativism is

a) Not widely accepted 

b) Self-defeating

c) Helpful in the task of critical thinking

6. Which is a series of premise indicators?

a) Because, for, hence, so

b) Thus, so, therefore, as a result
c) Because, for, since, as, for the reason that

7. Which is a series of conclusion indicators?

a) Therefore, thus, so, hence, accordingly

b) Thus, so, since, consequently, for
c) Because, as, since, for, so

8. Which of these best defines an argument?

a) A plausible or acceptable claim or thesis

b) A disagreement or controversy

c) Claims made in support of a conclusion

9. Inference is best described as the process of

a) Checking the truth of claims

b) Reasoning from premises to a conclusion

c) Evaluating arguments for validity
10. An argument is valid if and only if

a) Its premises and conclusion are all true

b) Its conclusion logically entails its premises
c) Its premises logically entail its conclusion

11. An argument is sound if and only if

a) It is valid and its conclusion is true
b) It is valid and some of its premises are true
c) It is valid and its premises are all true

12. The premises of an argument must always be

a) Well accepted
b) Valid

c) Statements

13. Which is NOT a type of non-argument?
a) Commentary

b) Disclaimers
c) Initial premises

14. Compound statements by themselves are 

a) Never arguments

b) Not usually true
c) Always longer than simple statements
15. We represent the logical structure of an argument
a) By putting it into standard form
b) By improving the argument where necessary
c) By doing a structure diagram for it

16. In reconstructing arguments we must often

a) Try to make the argument stronger
b) Choose the best of several interpretations 

c) Change the argument in important ways

17. We reformulate premises and conclusions

a) To clarify their meaning where necessary

b) To make them more acceptable

c) To show why the arguer accepts them
18. In reconstructing an argument it is usually best to
a) Identify the conclusion first

b) Identify the initial premises first
c) Identify the conclusion last

II. (4 points) For each of the following, identify the obstacle or impediment to critical thinking that is most likely being committed in it. (Possible answers are: egocentric thinking, face-saving thinking, wishful thinking, peer or group pressure, stereotyping, subjective relativism, social relativism, and appeal to popular belief.) Just give the answer in the space provided.

(a) “Professor, you shouldn’t pick that date to hold the test on because I have another test the same day.”

              Egocentric thinking

(b) “I know that many people doubt the existence of ghosts, but I swear I saw one in the old Williams house down the street. For me, anyway, ghosts really do exist.”

                     Subjective relativism
(c) “I would rather not get in a taxi with a woman driver. Everyone knows that women are terrible drivers compared with men.”

                     Stereotyping
(d) “More than 90% of Canadians believe in God, so I think that I too should believe that God exists.”
                        Appeal to popularity
(e) “I can’t prove that there is an afterlife, but if there isn’t one then everything we do in this life is ultimately pointless and life has no meaning. For this reason I choose to believe there is an afterlife.” 

                        Wishful thinking

(f) “Under the Taliban in Afghanistan, women were essentially banned from public life, and human rights abuses against them were rampant. This may be unacceptable to us in the West, but we shouldn’t comment on the decisions of a government with very different cultural traditions.”

                    Social relativism
(g) “I got an ‘F’ on that essay because the professor doesn’t know what she is doing. I don’t t need extra help. In every other class I am getting an ‘A’.”

                    Face saving
(h) “My family has always gone to church every Sunday, read the Bible regularly, and followed God’s commands. Of course, I follow their example. Anyone who doesn’t goes to hell.”

                   Peer or group pressure
III. (4 points) Identify the unstated claims in each of the following arguments, and indicate whether it is a premise or the conclusion of the argument.

(a) “A nation without a conscience is a nation without a soul. A nation without a soul is a nation that cannot live.”  (Winston Churchill) 

Conclusion: A nation without a conscience is a nation that cannot live

(b) In its first week at the box office, the movie grossed $30 million. So it’s sure to win at least one Oscar.

Premise: any movie that grosses $30 million in its first week is sure to win at least one Oscar.

(c) The author of this new book on interventionist wars is either very biased or she is very incompetent. But she certainly isn’t incompetent.     

        Conclusion: The author … is very biased.

(d) The Canadian government should limit its military activities to the western hemisphere because it doesn’t have the resources to cover the whole world.

Premise: If the Canadian gov’t doesn’t have the resources to cover the whole world, then it should limit its military activities to the western hemisphere.

(e) If the universe was created by a benevolent God, then there would be no evil in it.  But there is evil all around us.
Conclusion: The universe was not created by a benevolent God.

(f) Creationism is not an adequate explanation of the origin of life, as it is not capable of predicting any new facts. 

Premise: If creationism is not capable of predicting any new facts, then is not an adequate explanation of the origin of life.    Or    Any explanation of the origin of life that is not capable of predicting new facts is not an adequate explanation of the origin of life.

(g) It seems obvious that scientists in the future will never discover a way to send a signal back in time. If they were to do so, we would have heard from them by now. 

Premise: We have not received any signal from the future.

(h) All cats are felines, so all cats are mammals.

Premise: All felines are mammals.

IV. (4 points) Which of the following passages contains an argument and which do not? For those that do not contain an argument, explain briefly why not (i.e. it’s an explanation, series of claims, etc). For those that do, just write ‘argument’.
(a) The planet Neptune is blue because its atmosphere contains methane. 
Explanation

(b) “Forbear to judge, for we are all sinners.” (Shakespeare, Henry VI, part II, Act 3, Scene 3)

Argument
(c) If someone says something that offends me, I should have the right to stop that kind of speech. After all, words can harm or assault someone just as much as weapons can.
      Argument
(d) The Roman Empire collapsed because it simply became too large and there just weren’t enough soldiers available to protect it from invaders.

Explanation

(e) I am writing about the cost of concert tickets. I am outraged at how much ticket prices are increasing every year. A few years ago, one could attend a popular concert for a decent price. Now, some musicians are asking as much as $200 to $300. (Letter to the editor, Buffalo News)
Claims or statements only

(f) If life evolved on Mars during an early period in its history when its atmosphere was much denser and similar to the Earth’s, then it is likely that life evolved on countless other planets as well.
Compound statement – conditional statement

(g) A bullet has no conscience; neither does a malignant tumor nor an automobile gone out of control. That is why good people get sick and get hurt as much as anyone.

Explanation
(h) A recent study shows that you are three times as likely to suffer a heart attack just after you wake up in the morning as at any other time of the day. It is thought that this may be due to the blood’s having a greater tendency to clot when you first wake up.

Explanation
V. (2 points) For each of the following arguments determine whether it is most likely deductive or inductive. For those that are deductive, indicate whether they are valid or invalid. 
(a)  All planets orbit the sun. Saturn orbits the sun. So it follows that Saturn is a planet. 
Deductive, invalid

(b) The sun is smaller than the earth and the earth is smaller than the moon. So the sun is smaller than the moon.     Deductive, valid
(c) The planet mercury has no atmosphere and no water, so there can’t be any (indigenous) life on it.
       Inductive
(d) If Pluto is a planet then it rotates on its axes. But Pluto is not a planet. So Pluto does not rotate on its axis.
Deductive, invalid
(e) All planets orbit the sun. Some planets have rings. Therefore some things that orbit the sun have rings.
Deductive, valid

(f) Every planet we’ve been able to observe is found to rotate on its axis. So it is a pretty safe bet that all planets rotate on their axis.      Inductive

VI. Each of the following passages contains one complex argument. Identify the premises and conclusion (you may do this on the text itself using numbers and brackets), and then do the structure diagram for the argument in the space below.

(a) (2 points) 

(1) [Does the past exist? No.] (2) [Does the future exist? No.] Therefore, (3) [only the present exists.] But (4) [within the present there is no lapse of time], so it follows that (5) [ time simply does not exist.]
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(b) (3 points) 

(1) [It makes no sense to ask God for things in prayer.] To see this, consider that (2) [the thing you ask for is either good or it is not good.] (3) [If it is good, then God will do it anyway.] But (4) [if it is not good, then, of course, he won’t do it.] So (5) [your prayer just cannot make any difference to what happens.] 
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(c) (5 points)

(1) [The practice of tipping should be abandoned.] There are several different reasons for this. First, (2) [tipping does not improve service.] (3) [If it did, then taxi drivers would be more courteous than flight attendants], (4) [which is obviously not the case.] Furthermore, (5) [the boundaries of the practice are very unclear], so (6) [you often don’t know whom you should tip and whom you should not tip.] And, finally, (7) [tipping is undignified], since (8) [it blurs the distinction between a fee and a gift] and, thus, (9) [often puts both patron and server in an awkward or vulnerable position.]
_________________

Total = 30 points
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