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Culture
System of beliefs or assumptions about the world
“unwritten rules”
different cultures from country to country – can apply to non-humans
not explicit- cannot say how your culture is until you visit other cultures
not biologically determined
states what is taboo, how you should and should not behave
Occult
Something that is hidden
Whatever you have occulted is “powerful” – youll only know if you find it
Magic (K)
Sleight of hand, tricking people, hand faster than eye = magic
Magic which is occulted = magick
K stands for occulted magic rather than tricker
Witch
1. Anthropology
a. Traditional practices were labeled “witchcraft” – any practice that was non-Christian
b. Condescending term for practioner who were “non-traditional” – witch Dr’s
2. History
a. witch burning, mass murder period
b. accused of doing devil’s work
c. Renaissance  Reformation, 1400’s  1500’s  1600’s
3. Religion
a. “Hi, I’m a witch” – wiccans, pagens
b. 1940’s new religious movement, old roots, religious world view
4. Political Feminist
a. 1960’s onward, no place for them to go so created this
b. unclaimed woman, men don’t control my life
c. self use of term
5. Satanist
a. combines category 2+3
b. shock value and power
5.5 Goth
a. this is a style subcategory
b. not a true category but people assume black clothing = satan = bad

Witch ♀
Not by choice
Power is related to Satan – acquired (trade, sexual act)
Young = old (satan keeps you hot)

Wizard ♂
Choice, career
Power comes from learning and education; therefore OLD and GOOD

Sorceror(ess) ♀♂
Neutral about choice  I chose to learn  ancestory
No power; they did “cookbook magic” which is an ability
SORC- latin – fate – inform you of your fate through tea leaves, guts of sacrifices lambs, stars, etc…

1. Mythology
Myth = greek = muthos = many levels = many interpretations
All religious texts are muthos, not logos = clear, concise 
 a sacred text – it does not have to be written – not false because it is believed as true by people of society 
Myth = truth 
2. Cosmology
the universe – world view – how cosmos is put together
cosmology is based on your mythology
3. Axiology
value system
axiom = actions
Mythology determines your cosmology which determines your axiology

Where Does God Hang Out? – not exclusive
He chills either immanent or transcendent
Immanent
 “inside” I!
views divinities as within world
1:1 contact with humans, such as spirits
Transcendent
“outside” 
God lives in heaven

Methaphor – figure of speech, direct comparison between stuff that does not look related,  1:1, works by subtext and is culturally/language based
Entailments – the subtext of the metaphor – magic often uses this – “dragon blood” = something strong/fragment, red
Liminal(ity) Between two states of being, can be good or bad, can be based on boundaries of perception

Who’s Your God(dy)?
1. Monotheism
Mono = one
Belief in A god
Christianity, islam, judism, Abrahamic, people of the book
2. Polytheism
poly= many
worship many gods/goddesses BUT realize there are other G/G’s and can add them
not exclusive (collect more than 1 type of cards…)
3. Pantheism
a complete set
many G/G’s and only worship them
4. Animism
there is a life in everything 
common among small-scale, such as traditional aboriginals
it is not a worship, instead a recognitioo that these things are equal

**Society structures affect view of the divine**
Hunter/Gathers
i. earliest structure, often small-scale (15-20)
ii. migratory, everything portable, oral societies
iii. most often related  by blood- when people get married, moved to a different tribe
iv. the LAND is spiritual/sacred therefore ancestors may not always be people
v. shamanisy/animisy – no hierarchy in spirituality

Agrarian/Agriculturalist
i. solitude in 1 place, large communities, longer settlements 
ii. tend to food; sow it hoe it - some hunter/gathering- wood/animals
iii. more bounty than needed = trading
· people specialized since everyone has surplus- spiritual specialist
iv. G/G’s give skills 
v. Divine world specializes as we do - Hierarchy starts

Urban
i. Large, unrelated, few thousand people
ii. Surplus = more trading
iii. Specialization is key as things now have symbolic value ($)–your job=your worth
iv. Direct contact is far away with divine – but human & divine world mirror each other
v. Structure is important, if you want something you have to ask
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Festivals are joy and celebration with best clothes            Holydays are serious

△ [image: ] = hierarchy gods reflect humans, top-down structur
Mesopotamia - △ [image: ]
4000 – 6000 years ago
polytheist or pantheist
specialized G/G’s
not a 2 : way relationship- if divine suffered then you suffered too – famine, drought, flood
hope they’ll listen but no guarantees

Persia- Zoroastrians △ [image: ]
ancient
syncretism- 
two distinct, different cosmologies come into contact – a fusing of each cosmology makes a THIRD cosmology
basically all religions have this root, can be two or more
good vs. bad – Christianity, God= Satan (taken from Zoroastrians)
 ….Judaism Satan= fallen angel
religion hung up on good + evil like a teeter-totter – equilibrium

Egypt △ [image: ] except Pharaoh + wife
Moment Pharaoh dies he becomes an aspect of God
Humans treat Pharaoh and his family like G/G’
To Become Pharaoh One Must:
father must be the last Pharaoh because you have God blood
1st wife had to be half sister- wasn’t taboo, allowed same God blood to be in both husband and wife—after 1st wife blood doesn’t matter
wives become more of a demi-god when she died
there was no real succession, just lots of behind the scenes

Israelites oo
Ancestors of modern Jews
Not urban, pastoral nomads
Covenant – agreement between two parties – first success in human and gods for 2 way relationship

Greeks & Romans 
Greeks- pantheists
Understood G/G’s could come down (disguise and mingle) and do some hoes
May or may not help them out
Romans - polytheists

Heresy = doing something against what religion states
Treason= actions against government/state
** witch burnings were heresy

Background on Heresy&Treason:
Romans
Genius= second soul or spirit, every man has this in them, only “flowers” after a man has children at a mature agre, protect your ancestory/linkage…protect future blood
Birthday = celebrating a mans genius becoming
Casaer = like Hugh Heff…mad bash on his b-day, make a sacrifice to him
Jews were not happy about this due to monotheism- wouldn’t do it, government said they must…therefore treason, not heresy

Malleus Maleficarum
Hammer against witchs
Book that was the guide/handbook
Not just hunting witchs, also ALL heretics such as homos, jews

Pagan(us)
Someone who lives rurally
CONOTATION = not hip or in on it
Mixing Christianity with witchcraft

Lebensborn: program of human race manipulation
Blonde hair, blue eyes, Aryan Babies (sometimes stolen)
Swastika – sun wheel, represents sun around the earth, day after day
Runes- lettering system, magical reading, linear lines, forytines
From Scandenavian Germany
Used like pick up sticks, throw them in air then read them- both how they fell and the letters on shapes, words were spelt with meaning, each letter is a magical itself
Hitler used runes to decide where to spread- went anywhere were runes were
Aryan- theory that this “race” is best
Aryans are now Iran (in today)…very different from Hitlers version
***race does not exist- purely social construction
Helena Blavatsky- created Theosophical Society religion
claims she was spoken to by someone from heavens
“aliens” came to earth and settled on Atlantis, had to flee and went to Tibet 
Human “colour” degraded to our natural earth- corrupt… lighter the better… “devolution” ideas were based on Charles Darwin, mimicking him
Hitler believed this and went to save humanity with lebensborn
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Ho lism: anthropological study of human societies as systematic sums of their parts, as integrated whole
Ethnography: a descriptive study of human society (can be done through participant observation)
Etic Perspective: an outside observer of a community usually imposes his or her system of analysis on the group under study
Ethnocentrism: natural to use one’s own society as the basis for interpreting and judging other societies
Emic Perspective: attempting to see the world through the eyes of those being studied
Cultural Relativism: describe and understand people’s customs and ideas but not judge them
Theory of Mind: the idea that one knows what is going on in another person’s mind; leads to attribution of human-like qualities to stuff that is inanimate
Tabu(oo): things that are separated from society and considered to be sacred which are thought of possessing supernatural power and are off-limits
Pilgrimage: a journey to a sacred place  or a series of rituals associated with a sequence of sacred places, can be a rite of passage
Magic: activities by which a person can compel the supernatural to behave in certain ways
Oneiromancy: interpretation of dreams

Religion:
1. Analytic: way in which religion manifests itself or is expressed in a culture
2. Functional: the role that religion plays in society
3. Essentialist: looks at what the essential nature of religion is and emphasizes the fact that religion is the domain of the extraordinary
4. Ours: set of cultural beliefs and practices that usually include a basic set of characteristics and draws on elements of all 3 of these approaches

Religious Views:
1. Evolutionary- when and how religions began and how they evolved from being quite simple to quite complex
2. Marxist- a construction of those in power, designed to divert people’s attention from misery of their own lives….religion is a means of compensation and a way of getting people to go along with a capitalist structure
3. Functionalist- what does religion do?
4. Interpretive- religion is a cluster of symbols which help explain human existence by giving it an ultimate meaning
5. Psychosocial- relationship between culture and personality and the connection between the society and individual 

Religion is the by-product of the functioning and evolution of the human brain; the brain is capable of creating new realities
Written Texts are stable and changes are deliberate; Oral Texts are receited, contain characteristics of a performance, and are frequently unconsciously altered

Worldview: ways a society perceives and interprets reality
· Provides an understanding of how the world works
· Forms a template for thought and behavior
· Provides a basic understanding of the origin and nature of humankind and the relationship to the world
· Expressed in stories

Rituals - POPS
A religious ritual is standardized, repetitive sequence of activities that involves the manipulation of religious symbols
Often prayers, offerings and readings of sacred text
Based on myths that articulate the underlying worldview of a culture….these tenets are embedded in rituals
Prescriptive Rituals are ones that are required to be performed by some religious authority
Occasional Rituals are performed when a particular need arises
many are associated with nature and the impact of nature on the agricultural cycle
Periodic Rituals are performed as part of a religious calendar
can be performed daily or several times a day (such as daily prayer of islam), weekly, or annually
Situational Rituals  are performed because of a particular need of an individual or community
Such as someone going to war or engaging in dangerous activity


Types of Rituals: SATTIR
1. Salvation Rituals focus on the religious experience of the individual who is changed in some way, either permanently or temporarily 
2. Anti-Therapy Rituals bring about illness and death
3. Therapy Rituals are healing rituals
4. Technological Rituals try to control or influence nature, especially activities that affect human activities or wellbeing 
a. Hunting/Gatherng rites of intensification…. Influence nature in the quest to food
b. Protective rituals… accompany the start of a dangerous activity and is used to protect
c. Divination Rituals…seek information
5. Ideological Rituals serve to maintain normal functioning of a society, define good and evil, moral/immoral, proper behavior and worldview
d. familiar social rite that reinforces religious and social beliefs and values
e. rites of passage that mark an individuals transition from one status to another – such as birth, coming-of-age, marriage, death…graduation and inaugurations as well
f. three phases for rite of passage: (STI)
i. Separation—individual is removed from his or her former status
ii. Transition – several activities take place that bring about the change in status --  liminality
iii. Incorporation – reenter normal society, though as a new
6. Revitalization Rituals focus on elimination of alien customs and a return to native way of life



Myths: sacred stories, written or oral
Tell us how to behave/ distinguish good from evil
Thought to recount historical events
Provide a basis for religious beliefs and practices
Interpretations of Myths: 
1. Functional Analytic- myths are forces that help maintain society
2. Structural Analysis- focuses on underlying structures of myths
3. Pschoanalytic- symbolically expressing unconscious wishes

Tricksters- part human, part animal
Adventurers, seekers of sexual pleasure, lazy, dishonest, impulsive
Responsible for creating or bringing together elements of the world
Hero Myths- stories of cultural heros who through knowledge and mastery of certain skills, are able to bring about marvelous results

Shaman
Receives power directly from the spirit world
Acquires the ability to do sacred things through personal communication with the supernatural 
Part-time, independent contractor
Authority lies in charisma and ability to heal 
Success is not in ability to memorize/perform rituals, but in ability to successfully establish contact and some measure of control over the supernatural 
NEOSHAMANS
Focused on an individual, often as self-help to improve ones life

Priests
Full-time religious specialists
Associated with formalized religious institutions
Acts as a representative of the community and is responsible for performance of prescribed rituals
Skills are based on the learning of ritual knowledge, sacred narrative, and on their knowledge of how to perform these rituals
Individuals who personify the image of the ideal person

Prophet
Mouthpiece of the gods
Communicate the words and will of the gods to the community and acts as an intermediary

Divination
Techniques for obtaining information about things unknown
Inspiration: involve some type of spiritual experience
Noninspirational: more magical ways of dealing with things, include the reading of natural events and manipulation of oracular devices
 Fortuitous Forms: simply happen without any conscious effort on the part of the individual
Deliberate Forms: someone sets out to do them


Law of Sympathy- magic depends on the apparent association of agreement between things
Law of Similarity
 things that are alike are the same
gives rise to Homeopathic Magic
image magic
Law of Contagion 
things that were once in contact continue to be connect after the connection if severed
gives rise to Contagious Magic
“Goddess”
Main focus of ritual year as she is Earth Mother…does not rule the world…she IS the world…
Oldest, most widely worshipped, central, isn’t distant but close at hand and visible
Many worship her as a manifestation of the heavens plants, stars, moon
Moon goddess: triple goddess: controls the tides of the seas
She signifies female power, strength, beauty, and validation

“The Ritual Year”
how the year was divided, depends on where one lives
lunar calendar is marked with festivals and celebrations
a season celebration can last for days/weeks…not a single day!
The Wheel of the Year celebrates four solar holidays- astronomical events- (solstices and equinoxes) and four “cross-quarter” day-beginning of seasons- (May 1st, August 1st, October 31st, February 1st or 2nd) with seasonal festivals that reflect the agricultural or natural procession
Esbat, Sabbat, Midwinter/Yule, Brigid/Candlemas/Imbolg, vernal equinox/ostra, Beltane/mayday, midsummer/litha, Lammas/Lughinassad, Harvest/Mabon, Halloween

“Burning Times”
sporadic outbreaks of witch hunting in various locations throughout Europe
church spoke against magical practice to secure its right to try all those convicted
herbal healers, midwives, and other practicioners of benign magic were more likely to accuse than be accused
many believe in literal interpretations of the Burning Time – also the victim mentality taken on by Pagans

“Mystery Religion”
a mystery religion is a secret initiatory religion organized around ritual enactment of a particular myth
they appealed to the needs of the individuals that the civic religion did not
sometimes enhanced through fasting, flogging, use of hallucinogenics, surprise on beholding sacred objects 
term usually applied to religions of fifth century B.C.E. to about fifth century C.E.

“Aleister Crowley” (1875-1947)
magician, poet, prophet, occultist… NOT NEO-PAGAN
first joined Hermatic Order of the Golden Dawn, then joined the Order of the Temple of the Orient (O.T.O) where he became head of O.T.O…Mussolini expelled him

“Left- and Right-Handed Paths”
Right-Handed path is associated with altruism, healing magic, goodness, emphasis on breathing and celibacy, divinity outside
Left-Handed Path is associated with selfishness, cursing, evil, emphasis on sexual expression, divinity within
Main distinction is the attitude towards social norms and the locus of the divine
Right: following or changing social norms
Left: emphasis on violating social norms, an attempt to reframe the meaning of and the relationships among the self, divine, morality, and reality

“Occult Precursors to Modern Wicca”
Philosophical Concepts: Reincarnation and Karma, Levels of reality, magic, immanence of deity, discarnate teachers
Symbol System: Britano-celtic mythography, kabbalah, alchemy, western mystery tradition
Structures: coin structure, circle structures

“Order of the Temple of Orient” 
best known thelemic organization
Functions as an educational organization, an initiatory magical order, a church, 
Crowley became the Outer Head of the Order, or O.H.O. 
Typhonian O.T.O. was created by Kenneth Grant after being expelled 

“Thelema” 
LAW OF THELEMA: “Do As Though Wilt” Not “Do as I say” and not “An ye harm none, do as thou wilt” but rather, “Do As Thou Wilt Shall Be the Whole of the Law,” with its attendant corollaries, “Love is the Law, Love Under Will” and “Every man and woman is a star” --- Do your Will, which is what a person came here to do in this lifetime, creates lots of self-examination
People who accept this are Thelemites, “the 93 current” 
It is both a philosophy and religion
Left-handed

“Divination”
the art of seeing the future or disclosing the hidden meaning of present or past events
oldest magic skill, can be performed with or without magic aids
Astrology: the science of the stars 
Magic: the art of influencing events by occult means 
Amulets: fabricated objects used as charms 
Geomancy: two piers- earth magic and numerological magic 
Palmistry: the art of divination based on the readings of hands 
Scrying: any kind of divination in which the seer “looks” into an object in order to see hidden knowledge
Runes: refers to the alphabet devised in Northern Europe by Nordic People 
Tarot Cards: medieval deck of cards from which modern playing cards are thought to evolved from 

“Kabbalah”
system of esoteric philosophy
based on a concept drawing called the Tree of Life, a cosmological model composed of ten positions which represent manifestations of life 
Pagan and Wiccan traditions have used the tree by expanding it correspondences to include Pagan deities and philosophical principals and by using it for systematically gaining occult knowledge 
biggest development happened in Middle Ages

“Shamanism” 
there is no founder, no master, no sacred text, no geographic area or historical period to limit the term 
no such thing as shamanism in the singular, but instead, shamans
provide avast assortment of practices and worldviews entwined with the cultural contexts that support them 
seen as a mode of relation with the world
healers working at a spiritual or paranormal level and who enter in relationship with nonhuman or invisible world, work as individuals and rely on their own personal experience rather than teachings of hierarchy, are likely to operate in trance or trancelike states


witchcraft was seen as an evil force bringing misfortune to the community
witch’s simply “will” death and destruction because the source of evil is a supernatural power that lies within the body
magic works because it never appears to fail… failure is due to the inadequacies of the magician, attempts to make natural events occur, people do not ask impossible stuff
personal characteristics are the antithesis of those that characterize a good moral person
fulfill our unconscious need to blame someone for our misfortunes
reflect deeply felt conflict + division in society
Christianity influenced ideas of witchcraft in Europe
Accepts existence of evil spirits, Devil
Witch’s power originates with pact made with devil, seen as a servant of the Devil
Sorcery and witchcraft beliefs merged
Seen as crimes against God
Antisocial = witch = all that is wrong and immoral 
Small-Scale Witchcraft:
1. Provide an explanation of unexplainable
2. Provide a set of cultural behaviors for dealing with misfortune
3. Serves to define morality
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