Textbook, key terms

Chapter 1

Actus reus: the actual criminal act of which a defendant is accused
Common law: the system of law originating in medieval England and emphasizing court decisions and customs
Conflict: as used in sociology and criminology, refers to a theory that assumes that people disagree on norms and act with self-interest because of their disparate socioeconomic positions 
Crime: behavior that is so harmful that it is banned by a criminal law
Criminal intent: having the desire to commit a crime
Criminogenic: crime causing
Criminology: the study of the making of laws, the breaking of laws, and society’s reaction to the breaking of laws.
Customs: norms that are unwritten and informal
Debunking motif: part of the sociological perspective; refers to the challenge sociology poses to conventional understandings of social institutions and social reality
Dependent variable: an attitude or behavior that changes because of the influence of an independent variable.
Deviance: behavior that violates accepted norms and arouses negative social reactions.
Duress:threats or coercion on another to commit a crime.
Felony: a serious criminal offense punishable by a prison term of more than 1 year
Generalize: to apply knowledge of particular cases to other, similar cases.
Independent variable: a sociodemographic characteristic or other trait that influences changes in a dependent variable
Laws: written, formal norms
Longitudinal studies: research in which the same people are studied over time
Mala in se: behaviors that are wrong in and of themselves 
Mala prohibita: behaviors that are wrong only because they are prohibited by law
Mens rea: a guilty mind; refers to an individual having criminal intent
Misdemeanor: a relatively minor criminal offense punishable by less than 1 year in prison
Norms: standards of behavior
Private troubles: individual problems that many people have that they think stem from their own failings or particular circumstances.
Public issues: social problems resulting from structural and other problems that emphasize primary prevention 
Self-defense: violent or other actions committed to protect oneself or others
Social control: the restraining of one’s impulses and desires
Social inequality: the differential distribution of wealth, power, and other things of value in a given society
Social structure: the pattern of social interaction and social relationships in a group or society; horizontal social structure refers to the social and physical characteristics of communities and the networks of social relationships to which an individual belongs, and vertical social structure refers to social inequality
Sociological criminology: the sociological understanding of crime and criminal justice, stressing the importance of social structure and social inequality
Sociological imagination: the ability to attribute private troubles to problems in the larger social structure
Sociological perspective: the belief that social backgrounds influence individuals’ attitudes and behaviors
Survey: questionnaire administered to a set of respondents
Chapter 2

Crime myths: a widespread but inaccurate belief about crime
Crime waves: a sudden and often distorted focus of the news media on one or more types of criminal behavior
Democratic theory: the view that elected officials should represent the interests of all people in a democracy 
Fear of crime: concern or worry over becoming a crime victim
Individual characteristics: personal traits that influence the likelihood of committing an inequality crime or becoming a crime victim
News media: the members of the mass media transmitting information about current events
Overdramatize: to exaggerate for the news media the frequency and seriousness of violent crime
Public opinion: the views and attitudes of the public on important social, political, and economic issues
Public policy: government efforts to deal with public issues and society needs
Punitivenss: public judgments of appropriate punishment for convicted criminals
Racial prejudice: unfavorable views toward a certain category of people because of their race
Sentencing preferences: public views of appropriate legal punishment for given crimes

Seriousness of crime: opinions regarding the importance or degree of harm associated with given crimes
Structural factors: aspects of the social structure
Chapter 3

Chronic offenders: a small number of offenders who commit a disproportionate amount of serious crime and delinquency and who persist in their criminality
Climatoglogical: are used in discussing the patterning of crime, refers to the variation of crime rates with climate and seasons of the year
Criminal careers: the continuation of criminal behavior past adolescence and young adulthood
Incidence: the average number of offenses per person in the time period under examination
International comparisons: cross-national comparisons of crime rates
Measurement: in criminology, the determination of the frequency of criminal behavior and of the characteristics of offenders and victims
National Crime Victimization Survey: an annual survey of criminal victimization sponsored by the U.S. department of Justice.
Patterning:  the social distribution of criminal behavior according to certain characteristics of locations and of individual.

Prevalence: the proportion of respondents who have committed a particular offense at least once in the time period under study
Property crime: theft and other crime committed against property
Seasonal: of or relating to the seasons of the year; some crime rates vary from season to season and are thus said to be seasonal
Self-reporting studies: surveys in which respondents are asked to report about criminal offenses they have committed
Subculture of violence: the impact of people’s perceptions of the likelihood of arrest and punishment
Underreporting: the failure of crime victims to report crimes they have suffered or of respondents in self-report surveys to report crimes they have committed
Uniform Crime Reports: the FBI’s annual compilation of crime statistics
Victimization: the suffering of a crime
Violent crime: interpersonal violence, especially homicide, rape, assault, and robbery
Chapter 4

Crime characteristics: aspects of a crime, such as its location and the typical victim-offender relationship
Crime victim: any person who unwillingly suffers a completed or attempted crime
Hot spots: specific locations in neighborhoods in which crime is especially common
Inequality: 
Lifestyle theory: the belief that certain leisure-time and other activities increase the chances of becoming a crime victim
Psychological consequences: mental and emotional effects; in criminology, particularly from criminal victimization
Routine activities theory: the view that an individual’s daily activities can affect his or her chances of becoming a crime victim
Victim-impact statements: a written statement by a crime victim that discusses the effects of the victimization and sometimes makes recommendations for sentencing
Victim-offender relationship: refers to whether the victim and offender knew each other before the victimization occurred
Victim precipitation: activities by an eventual crime victim that initiate or further the events leading to the victim’s victimization
Victimization: the suffering of the crime
Victimology: the study of victims and victimization
Chapter 14

Civil disobedience: the violation of criminal law for reasons of conscience
COINTELPRO: a secret FBI program, aimed at disrupting and discrediting dissident groups and individuals, that reached its zenith during the 1960s and early 1970s
Espionage: spying
Genocide: the systematic extermination of a category of people because of their race, ethnicity, or religion
Iran-contra scandal: a scandal in the 1980s involving the illegal sale of weapons to Iran and the diverting of funds from that sale to Contra rebels in Nicaragua
Political crime: any illegal or socially harmful act aimed at preserving or changing the existing political and social order
Political violence: interpersonal violence committed to achieve a political goal
Repression: government suppression of dissent through violent or legal means
State-corporate crime: cooperation between government agencies and corporations to commit illegal or socially injurious activities
State terrorism: government rule by terror
Terrorism: the indiscriminate use of violence to intimidate or coerce people to achieve social and political goals
Treason: actions designed to overthrow one’s government or otherwise weaken it severely
Watergate scandal: the scandal in the early 1970s that involved illegal activity committed during the 1972 presidential campaign and he subsequent obstruction of justice; the scandal led to several criminal prosecutions and the resignation of President Richard Nixon
Key theory
Emile Durkheim

· Writing in France in the late nineteenth century and then from the work of social scientist at the university of Chicago in the early twentieth century. 

· Deviance always exist because social norms are never strong enough to prevent all rule breaking

· Even in Society of Saints, rules will be broken and negative social reactions aroused

· Deviance is inevitable( 不可避免的)
· Punishment of deviance: clarifies social norms and reinforce social ties among those doing or watching punishment

· Deviance is necessary for social change to take place. A society without deviance is no freedom of thought; hence, social change would not be possible. Thus, a society without with out having deviance has no social changes
Howard S. Becker
· Deviance is not a quality of the act the person commits, but rather a consequence of the application by others of plied; deviant behavior is behavior that people so label
· Alert two possibilities:
· Some harmful behaviors may not in account, white-collar crime
· Occur secretly or people thought may not be harmful
· Morally disagree even less harmful such as prostitutions
· Broadly defined crime. Social harmful but less punished
Frank Furedi: attend the lecture
C. Wright Mills

· Stressed that people’s private troubles are rooted in the social structure. A sociological approach often challenges conventional wisdom by exposing dales claims about reality and taken-for-granted assumptions about social life and social institutions.

· Public issues cause private troubles

· The ability to understand the structural and historical basis for personal troubles as the sociological imagination. Once people acquire a sociological imagination, they are better able both understand and to change the social forces underlying their private troubles.

· Crime and victimization are rooted in both Social relations and social inequality

· by fifty years ago, the idea that individuals can understand their own experience only by first understanding the structural and historical forces affecting them in many ways a terrible lesson and in many ways a magnificent one. It is terrible because it makes us realize that forces affecting our behavior and life chances are often beyond our control; it is magnificent because it enables us to recognize what these forces are, and perhaps, there fore, to change them
Petter Burger 1963
· “Invitation to sociology”
· Things are not always what they seem; sociological research often expose false claims about reality and taken for granted assumptions about social life and social institutions
· Debunking motif: 
Edwin Sutherland
· Contributed further to the prominence of sociological criminology

· Criminogenic: crime causes

· How and why these conditions promote criminality and emphasized the importance of peer influences, in his famous differential association theory

· White collar crime, critical illegal and harmful practices of the nation’s biggest corporations

· Main heart of his sociological criminology: issues of race, poverty, political and economic power

· Criminology: the study of making laws, breaking laws and society’s reactions of breaking laws

· Creation of laws, causes and dynamic of criminal behavior and social attemptation on criminal justice system

William Chambliss
· The saints and roughnecks (1973)

· Saints- middle classes

· Roughneck- lower class

· Same levels of delinquency

· Different treatment by society: general public(sting) and law reinforcement (police treatment)

· Adulthood: lower class criminal career

· Conflicts: vagrancy laws

· In 14th century England 

· Church

· Black plague

· Crusades

· Lack of workers, every male in the king’s land, has to work if they are physically healthy. Either job or jail

· Leads to class conflict

· The vagrancy laws constituted an abundance of cheep labor to England ‘s ruling elite during a period when serfdom was breaking down and the pool of labor was depleting
Carl Jung?
Robert K. Merton

· Anomie theory of deviance. Borrow heavily from Emile Durkheim
· “macro” of all early structural theories

· deviance to the poor’s to achieve economic success in a society that highly values it
Lecture key term
Crime: behavior that is so harmful to be banned by the criminal law 

· a crime is any intentional act or omission in violation of the criminal law. Committed without defense or justification and sanctioned by the state
· Problem with the definition


· Intentional, doesn’t have to be intentional, could be accidental

· By the state

General trends
Criminology is the body of knowledge regards crime as social phenomenon. It includes the processes of making laws, of breaking laws. The objective of criminology is the development of a body of general and verified principles and other types of knowledge regarding this process of law, crime, and treatment
Deviance: behavior that violent these norms and arouses negative social reactions
· Violates social norms

· Is subject to social control

· Not all crime is deviant (illegal drug use)

· Not all deviant is crime (apathy, bystander)
Norms: rules and expectations by which a society guides 
· Standards of behavior, either prescriptive or proscriptive
· William Graham Sunmer: Mores (right and wrong), folkways (right and rude)
· Feel shame or guilty when violent it 
Hagan’s three variables
· John Hagon’s typology of deviance and crime
· 3 variables
· Evaluation of harm
· Very harmful (homicide, sexual abuse of children)
· Some harmful (shoplifting)
· Fairly harmful (illegal gambling)
· Agreement about the norm
· High agreement (murder)
· High disagreement (abortion)
· Confusion or apathy (copy right, violation)
· Severity of social response
· Sever (life in prison)
· Moderate (short jail)
· Mild (small fine)
Social Control
· Formal social control: police and government

· Informal measures: friends and families
· Society’s restraint of norm- violating behavior
Interactionist theory
· Laws are constantly changing
· Laws result from interaction among individuals and groups
· Moral entrepreneurs try get their values enacted in law
· Being labeled deviant may promote further deviance
· Focus is on the process of deviance and changing definitions
Conflict theory

· Consensus and conflict theories of criminal law try to answer two related questions: 1 why do criminal law established and 2 whom do criminal laws benefit

· Consensus theory: assumes that laws represent the interests of all segments of the public, people obey the law not because of fear, but the agreement of the norms

· Originated in Durkheim’s work, obey laws because of common interests, continue social stabilities

· Conflict theory: assumes that laws represents the view of powerful and help them stay at the top of society’s hierarchy and keep the powerless at the bottom
Labeling theory
· Not the quality of act but the label that others attached to the act
· Who applies the label and who is labeled (power authority applied label to the poverty)
· Criminal act + conviction=criminal
· No criminal act + conviction= criminal
· Criminal act + no conviction = simpictant
· Labeling and conflict theories emphasized bias and discriminations in the society 

· Behavior labeled criminal by law is conduct by poor threaten to the interests of powerful
Legal Distinctions: 

· Two types of crime

· Mala in se

· Mala prohibita

actus seus: crime acted; mens rea: criminal intence; Felonies: seriously crime, more than 1 year prison, misdemeanours: less than 1 year in jail
Vicimology and victimization: explanations, common patterns, costs

National Crime Victimization Surveys/ International crime Victims surveys

Research Methods: 
· types: surveys, experiments, observing and intensive interviewing, the use of existing data, and comparative and historical research
· Qualitative research, quantitative research, comparative research(cross- culture, international research), historical research(compare the past to current, better understand our situation and the possibilities for change)
type, their strengths, their limitations

Qualitative, quantitative
· Qualitative research (reasons)

· The nonnumerical examination and interpretation of observations for the purpose of discovering underlying meanings and patterns of relationship (babbie, 1999)

· Quantitative research (more cause and effect)

· The numerical representation and manipulation of observations for the purpose of describing and explaining the phenomena that those observations represent (babbie, 1999)

Measuring Crime (UCR, NCVS; variables)

Dark figure crime: the crime has not been reported
Sample attrition
Six legal defenses

1: accident or mistake

2: ignorance

3: duress

4: self defense

5: entrapment

6: insanity
State: definition and typologies

Crime and the media: accuracy, sociological effects
Drug law: history, approaches, and political connections
· Criminization: refers to the current status in Canada where manufacturing, distribution, sale, and use of certain drugs are illegal
· Legalization: to legalizing manufacture, distribution, sale and use of currently prohibited substances, propositions range from regulated sale and place of use (as is done with alcohol) to no regulation putting full responsibility on the individuals

· Decriminazation: the elimination or substantial reduction of penalties for possession of drugs for personal use (i.e. no intent to sell or distribute). The manufacture distribution and sale of these sano drugs would still be illegal

· Grey area

· Harm reduction: refer to attempts at reducing the harm (physical and psychological and social) associated with drug use. Generally under this view, drug use is most properly a health issue and should be handle within the medical, not the penal, community
Political crimes: may be defined as the use of force, terror, violence, fraud, deception, economic pressure, bribery or blackmail to create, maintain, or enhance the power, interests or ideology of a group, organization or institution to the detriment or destruction of rival groups often causing fear in and victimization of innocent people
· Crime by the government 
· Human right violations
· Concentration camps

· Internment camps

· Crimes against the government
· Treason/ riots/ assassination
· Rosa Park/ Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

· Sociological immigration, Africa-American, civil rights

· Crime against humanity
· “Promise”  macro-micro, public issues cause private troubles
· Crime against other groups
Explanations for crime

Indicators of crime

