Polisci Midterm Exam Review

What is Politics? 
The Elements of Politics

Social, Process, Conflict, Binding Decisions, Enforced

What is the State?
· Territorial community that successfully claims a legitimate monopoly on the use of physical force.
· Centralized governing authority.
· Sovereignty, including Monopoly of Legitimate Violence.

Aristotle’s Two Questions
1. Who Rules?
a. One, Few, Many.
2. In Who’s Interests?
a. In the Rulers’ Interests?
b. In the Interests of the Governed.

What is Power?
· The ability to produce results.
· Influencing others’ behavior.
· Power can take several forms.

What is Authority?
· The right to command.
· The right to punish those who disobey.

Thomas Hobbes 1588-1679

The State of Nature
· Why do we need a state to begin with?
· Thought Experiment: imagine what life would be like without the state and political power.
· Hobbes claims: the worst scenario you can imagine is life without state protection.
· A powerful state is needed to avoid disastrous interpersonal conflict.
· Leviathan – depiction of life where it is nasty, brutish and short.

Three Reasons to Attack
· Competition for gain.
· Lack of trust: safety.
· Glory: reputation.

Laws of Nature
· Fundamental Law of Nature: Seek peace to avoid a state of war, if you can get it.
· Second Law: Lay down natural right, if others do too.
· Third Law: Perform your covenants (deliver your promises).

John Locke

Why We Need a State: Inconveniences
· Problem: Administration of justice.
· Conflict about the law of nature.
· Ex. How you interpret laws of nature.
· Some lack power to enforce the law of nature.
· Executive political power belongs to each one of us individually.

Locke’s State of Nature
· A state of peace.
· Equality.
· Law of nature.
· Natural liberty.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

Rousseau on Human Nature
· Desire for self-preservation.
· Pity or compassion for the suffering of others.

How Change Happens in the State of Nature
· Free will and the capacity for self-improvement.
· Tool-making
· Cooperation
· Leisure

Anarchism
· We would be better off without government.
· Cooperation is possible without coercion.

Universal Political Obligations
· Justifying the State = Showing that there are universal political obligations.
· Should we obey the law simply because it’s the law?
· “Universal” = “Applies to Everyone”

Voluntarism and the Social Contract
· Voluntarism: State’s Political Authority depends on my consent.
· Social contract: political obligation based on contract or agreement.
· Does everyone agree to obey?

Consent (Why should you obey the law?)
· Express Consent
· Tacit Consent (Implicit: something that you do or have done that implies your consent.)
· Hypothetical Consent (If we were in an imagined situation, we would agree that we are obligated here and now in the real world.)

Utilitarianism: Three Parts
· Theory of the good: happiness.
· Commitment to equal concern.
· Requirement of maximization.

Utilitarianism and Political Obligation
· Obey the Law if and only if obeying will produce greater happiness than disobeying.
· Objection: This is a law-breakers charter.

Objections to Utilitarianism
· Too demanding – asks too much (due to moral duty to maximize happiness.)
· Too permissive = allows too much.

The Principle of Fairness
· Where I received benefits from the state, fairness requires that I take on my share of the burden.
· This burden includes restrictions on my freedom, including obeying the law.

Receiving and Accepting Benefits
· I have a duty of fairness to do my part only if I accept the benefits.
· Problem: How can we not accept the benefits the state provides?
· So, the fairness principle is flawed.

What is Democracy?
· Rule (Krotos) by the many (Demos)
· Collective self-rule.
· Government of, for, and by the people.
· Historically unpopular view.

Key Features of Representative Democracy
· Universal rights to vote and stand for office.
· Elected representatives make decisions.
· Elections are free, frequent and fair.
· Freedom of speech, independent media.
· Freedom of association.
· Independent judges.

Plato Against Democracy
· Democracy is rule by the many.
· The many are selfish, ignorant, stupid, unpredictable (you wanna be ruled by them???)
· The many = unqualified to rule.

Philosopher Rulers
· Philosophical Training: Acquiring knowledge of the human good.
· Are there political experts?
· What he’s defending is a dictatorship, although it is a benevolent dictatorship.

Two Types of Reasons for Valuing Democracy
· Intrinsic Reasons: Self-Rule and Equality.
· Instrumental Reasons: Better decisions and better citizens.
· Ex. In a country with a democracy, there has never been a famine.
· Democracies don’t fight each other.

What On Liberty is About

“The nature and limits of the power that can be legitimately exercised by society over the individual.”

· The need to restrict both state and society (public opinion) in their ability to shape conduct.

Mill’s Radical Principle
· A person’s freedom to act may be limited only if they threaten to harm another person.
· Liberty is valuable only for civilized societies, capable of moral progress.

Against Censorship
· Mill defends complete freedom of thought and discussion.
· Is it never justifiable to censor an opinion, whether it is true or false?

Why Do We Have Rights?
· Three Prominent Answers:
1. No Further Argument Required
2. Custom and convention
3. Recognizing rights maximizes utility, happiness.

Why Liberty, on Balance, Promotes Happiness
· Individuals generally know best what will make them happy.
· Making choices exercises our distinctively human capacities.
· ‘Experiments in Living’ as examples to be followed.

The Problem of Distributive Justice
· Who should get what?
· What should be distributed?
· Money? Opportunities? Rights?

What Justifies a System of Property Rights?
· Utility?
· Equality?
· Natural rights?

Locke on Private Property
· Survival
· Labour mixing: each of us is a self-owner; we own ourselves, we own our capacity to work.
· Value-added
· Desert
· Two Provisoes
· What you possess doesn’t spoil or waste any possession.

A Pure Capitalist Free Market
· Private Property Rights
· Production for Profit
· Distribution by Market Exchange
· Competition

Friedrich Hayek 1899-1992

Hayek on Market Efficiency
· Markets exchange information.
· Prices signal short and surplus.
· Profit provides incentives to produce.
· So, markets satisfy people’s wants.

Hypothetical Social Contract
· Initial Hypothetical Choice Situation
· The Original Position (OP) Models Equality of Concern
· What Principles of Justice would be chosen there?


What Principles would POPs choose?
1. Principle of Greatest Equal Liberties.
2. Principle of Fair Equality of Opportunity.
3. Difference Principle.

An Intuitive Argument
· Prevailing View: Equal Opportunity
· Choice and Circumstance
· Natural Inequalities are as Morally Arbitrary as Social Inequalities.

Robert Nozick 1938-2002

Will Chamberlain Argument
· D1 is just
· All steps from D1 to D2 are voluntary.
· So, D2 is just.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Liberty upsets patterns.
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